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“© Allah, O You who made prayers upon the Prophet among 
the means of drawing near! I draw near to You through 
every prayer sent upon him from the beginning of creation to 
boundless perfections!” 


—Shaykh Ahmad b, Mustafa al-Alawi 3 


“1 saw the Prophet # in a dream and I said to him, 
‘Pardon me, O Messenger of Allah, for my love of Allah 
has busied me from loving you!” He said, 

‘O short-sighted one! Is love for Allah anything 
besides love for me?” 


—Abu Sa‘id al-Kharraz 


(Related by Abu al-Qasim al-Qushayri in al-Risala al-Qushayriyya) 
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Foreword 


IBRAHIM IBN MUHAMMAD HAKIM 
AL-SHAGHOURI AL-SHADHULI 


NV les es 
peed ahah pet 
Gps] 435, cpallall Gal) S201 
ali dyesbisg' je poll IAN; 

“Whee == t= ail! je; 

OMS a5 aad 5 all! JOS 
LLAH SAYS, (Indeed We have sent you as a witness, and a bearer 
of good tidings, and a warner, that you all may believe in Allah and 


eaten! His Messenger, and that you all may support Him, and revere Him, 
and glorify Him morning and evening. (48:8-9). 





‘Abdullah b. Mas‘ud—the servant of the Prophetic Sandal 
&—said, “Your salutations and prayers upon the Prophet # are 
presented to him &, so ensure that they are presented in the 
utmost beauty and exaltation of him.” (Ibn Majah, Sunan) 

Your glorification and magnification of Allah is commensurate 
with your glorification of Sayyiduna Muhammad # and grasping 


XIX 


the dizzying heights of his sublime and unique majesty and rank, 
for he & is His Messenger, His Beloved, His Chosen, His Favored 
His Representative. Your ability to grasp the exaltedness of the 
Prophetic Essence is in accordance with how much he & chooses 
and is comfortable with showing you, and how much your purity 
and taqwa can handle. The hearts of the lovers rotate around his 
axis #, and those accepted friends (Awliya’) are granted permission 
to approach and kiss the Black Stone. “Taqwa is here,” the Prophet 
& said, pointing to his vast heart, showing us that his heart is the 
source of the outpouring of taqwa to the hearts of the accepted 
believers-—not as certain others who are blind claim, that their 
taqwa originates in their hearts. They are not invited, 

Who is the Messenger of Allah to you? €Or és it that they do not 
recognize their Messenger and so they reject him?)y (23:69) If you desire to 
be invited into that holy circle, there is no better way than to 
take the means and address him a the same way those accepted 
friends have addressed and honored him, just as the most accepted 
supplications to Allah are those with which He inspired His 
Prophets and recorded in His Book. 

They know him &. 

They love him a. 

They see him #. 

They serve him #&. 

They gaze upon him #&. 

They rotate around him a. 

They pray behind him &. 

Would it not benefit you more for you to gain true, living 
knowledge (ma'rifa) of him through their eyes, instead of guessing 
with yours behind the door? 

Your life is short. You obviously have love for the Prophet #& 
in your heart, otherwise this compendium of prayers would not 
have found its way into your hands. Devote yourself to the study 
of these prayers upon the Beloved a uttered and preserved by His 
accepted friends. Some of them address him # with the tongue of 
servitude; others with the tongue of love and passional longing; 


XX 





others with the tongue of knowledge; others with the tongue of 
reverential awe; others with the tongue of seeking the fulfillment 
of needs. Learn from them the art and etiquette of addressing the 
Creator and His Beloved. 

‘As for those others who are satisfied with their current state 
and imagine themselves without need of the likes of this book, 
hem heed the warning of Allah Most High in His Words, 
{When the hypocrites come to you they say, “We bear witness that you are indeed 
the Messenger of Allah.” And Allah knows that you are indeed His Messenger, and 
Allah bears witness that the lrypocrites truly are liars.” ... And when it is said to them, 
“Come, and Allah’ Messenger will ask forgiveness for you,” they twist their heads, and 
you see them turning away, disdainful.» (63:1-5) This is why books such 
as The Muhammadan Litanies are a Divine provision (risq) specified 
for some and barred from others. 

| ask Allah Most High through His Beloved Messenger & to 
grant my friend and teacher Sidi Abdul Aziz Suragah an open 
door of access to him a, as an accepted and pleasing servant of 
him #&, as I ask the same for you. dear reader, and all who realize 
the value and worth of this collection and its like. Indeed He 


exercises effective power in all things. 


let ¢ 


The poor and needy slave 


1BRAHIM IBN MUHAMMAD HAKIM 
AL-SHAGHOURI AL-SHADHULI 


29th Dhu al-Qi'da 1436/13th September 2015 


Sage 
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Foreword 


SHAYKH MOHAMMED ASLAM 


J VERY TIME THIS UMMA was on the verge of being 








ae to penises over the barriers of aspiration and relief, 
Allah inspired mankind with a heavenly gift of praising and 
sending salutations upon His chosen and most Beloved Messenger, 
Sayyiduna Muhammad #. The majesty of this favor brought life to 
dead souls, healed fragmented hearts, rehabilitated wounded 
bodies and caused this Umma to yet again be honored with the 
delights of triumph and ecstasy of proximity and the splendor of 
veneration amongst the inhabitants of the heavens and the earth. 
The Muhammad Litanies is a majestic treasure chest which has been 
beautified and adorned with the praise of the pearl of creation 
&. Each line within it causes the heart to melt and transform into 
a manifestation of heavenly green devotion entwined with delicate 
threads of golden adoration. Each chapter within it is illuminated 
with oceans of radiant love and endless shores of awe inspiring 
reverence. No lover reads this magnificent book except that he 
or she is inflamed within the fire of love, passion. and yearning, 
and then enraptured within the delightful breeze of the 


Muhammadan vision. 
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May Allah forever allow Sidi Abdul Aziz Suragah to be - 
beacon of prophetic light who translates the broken hearts of man 
into a language which can only be comprehended by those in the 
Divine Presence, and may he forever continue to be mesmerized 
within the exaltation of our Master Muhammad &, 


MOHAMMED ASLAM B. AL HAJJ ABDUL 
QAYUM B. AL HAFIZ MUHAMMAD YUSUF 


The City of Knowledge Academy, Birmingham, UK 
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Preface 


aling 485 all! Jog dalla ls AID 


HE BLESSING OF HEARING is given precedence over the 
blessing of sight. Throughout the Quran Allah mentions 
he gift of hearing before the gift of sight: {And We created 
for you hearing, sight, and hearts that you may be thankful (16:78); (He 
created for you hearing and eyes.» (23:78) One of the reasons for 
this—as many spiritual masters have noted—is that the Prophet 
Muhammad & described his Umma as an “unlettered nation,” in 
that their primary vehicle of instruction and growth is auditory: 
knowledge and wisdom are first gained through hearing and 
listening, as Allah described the believers, {We hear and we obey. 
(2:285) The Prophet Muhammad & alluded to the importance of 
sound—in the form of invocation (dhikr) —as a means of survival, 
sustenance, and protection from the apocalyptic strife of the latter 
days. After the Prophet & described the extreme famine that will 
occur shortly before the appearance of the Anti-Christ (Dajjal), 
some of his Companions asked, “What will the people live on 
at that time?” The Prophet # replied, “Utterances of La flaha illa 





Allah, Allahu akbar, subhanallah, and al-hamdulillah—that will take the 
place of food for them” (Ibn Majah, Sunan.) We understand from 
this that an essential means to spiritually nourish and Protect 
ourselves in the latter days is to adopt a daily and nightly litany 
consisting of recitation of the Quran, Prophetic supplications 
and prayers upon the Prophet Muhammad &, uttered with love. 
yearning, awe, and presence of heart. : 

The Muhammadan Litanies is a collection of seventy invocations 
of prayer upon the Prophet Muhammad &, starting with prayers 
taught by the Prophet himself, followed by prayers transmitted 
by his Household (Ahtal-Bayt) and Companions, and prayers from 
the early generations (Salaf) and the famous, and not so famous, 
saints and knowers of Allah and His Beloved &. Each prayer is 
followed by a description of its source and its merits, and—for the 
prayers of the gnostics—a description of the saint from whom it 
was taken, where the author received it or read it, and a discussion 
on its unique properties (khawwas) and the purposes or intentions 
for which it can be read. 

This work is meant to be read as a daily or weekly litany, 
though each prayer can also be read as a standalone prayer either 
in unlimited number or for specific numbers. 

The spiritual power of these prayers upon the Prophet & is 
palpable to anyone who reads them just once, so how much more 
purifying, uplifting, and spiritually edifying they will be for the 
one who takes them as a regular litany through each day of the 
week, or adopts a few as a part of his or her daily invocations and 
remembrance! 

All of the prayers here, with the exception of prayers 34, 35, 36. 
40, 41, $9, and 69, are taken from Shaykh Yusuf al- Nabahani’s 
famed Afdal al-salawat ala Sayyid al-Sadat (The Most Superior Prayers 
upon the Master of Masters), though I have also made use of al- 
Nabahani'’s larger work Saadat al-darayn fi al-salat ala Sayyid al-Kawnayn 
(Felicity in the Two Abodes through Prayers upon the Master 
of the Two Realms), as well as his Jami‘ al-salawat (Compendium 
of Prayers.) 
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The prayers contained in this collection are lessons in proper 
belief concerning the rank and reality of the Prophet Muhammad 
& (agidat), so it is necessary to learn, absorb, and realize the deep 
: piritual meanings and realities conveyed within them. To that 
end, alongside the translation of the prayers are explanatory notes 
that expound upon their spiritual alchemy and metaphysics. 


HOW TO READ THIS WORK 


The best way to read The Muhammadan Litanies is as a daily litany 
(wird). One may either read the litanies daily, weekly, monthly, or 
select any formula for which ones feels affinity, or which is read 
for specific needs. 

I have elected to keep the Arabic text separate from the 
English translation. This makes it easier to read the prayers in 
a continuous fashion. For a complete reading in one week the 
suggested schedule would be as follows: 

Friday: prayers 1-25 (pp. 49-56) 

Saturday: prayers 26-43 (pp. 56-65) 

Sunday: prayers 44-48 (pp. 65-71) 

Monday: prayers 49-60 (pp. 71-77) 

Tuesday: prayers 61-69 (pp. 77-82) 

Wednesday: first half of prayer 70 (pp. 83-92) 

Thursday: second half of prayer 70 (pp. 93-101) 

(Alternatively, one may read all of prayer seventy on Thursday, 
or half of it on Thursday cvening before Jumu’a. This is a suggested 
schedule; I encourage you to find a schedule that works for you 
based on your own circumstances and needs.) 

Given the limitations of space and the difficulties such a task 
would entail, | have not transliterated the prayers. { will, Allah 
willing, soon release an audio recording of all of the prayers in 
this book, which can be used as an aid for proper pronunciation 
as well as a tool for memorization, or for simply listening to as a 
form of remembrance. This audio recording will be made available 
on my website, www.ibrizmedia.com. 
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| urge you to contemplate these prayers, witness their secrets 
and lights unfold in your life, and let them carry you and transform 
you into a receptacle of Muhammadan love and yearning, 
Muhammadan character and concern, and Muhammadan purity, 


nae: sao 
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Biography of 
Shaykh Yusuf al-Nabahani 


E IS THE ERUDITE SCHOLAR and “poet of the Prophet 
&,” Shaykh Yusuf b. Isma‘il b. Muhammad Nasir al-Din 
BS al-Nabahani. Born in the village of Ijzim near Haifa. 
Palestine in the year 1265 AH (1849 CE), Shaykh Yusuf al- 
Nabahani received a pious upbringing and learned the Quran 
from his father, Shaykh Isma‘il al- Nabahani. about whom al- 
Nabahani said, “My father’s daily and nightly litany consisted of 
reading one third of the Quran, and he would later complete the 
Quran three times every week—and all praise is for Allah!” 
After memorizing the Quran under the instruction of his 
father, al- Nabahani received permission to travel to Cairo, Egypt. 
where in 1283 Av (1866 ce) he began his formal Islamic studies 
in the Great Mosque of al-Azhar and remained there until 1289 
AH (1872 CE). 
He says of himself during this period: 


During that time. I learned all that Allah had decreed for me 
to learn of the sciences of the Sacred Law and its ancillary 
disciplines from accomplished and realized Shaykhs and firmly 
grounded scholars who, if they had set out individually to a 
region, they would have been the leaders of the people to the 
Gardens of Bliss and would have sufficed them from needing 
any others in all of the required sciences... 
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HIS TEACHERS 

Shaykh Yusuf al- Nabahani says of his teachers: 
One of them-~or rather we should say their peerless leader — 
was the peerless and erudite master and refuge, the meticulous 
polymath and Shaykh of Shaykhs and teacher of teachers, my 
master Shaykh Ibrahim al-Saqqa al-Shafr'i, who passed away in 
1298 an. aged around ninety years. He spent his long blessed 
life in teaching, so much that the majority of the scholars of 
our time are his students, either directly or indirectly. I kept 
up my lessons with him—may Allah have mercy on him!— for 
three years and studied under his instruction Shaykh al-Islam 
Zakanyya al-Ansari’s commentary on al-Tahrir and al-Minhaj 
respectively, both with the glosses of al-Sharqawi and al- 
Bujayrimi... 

My other teachers included: 

¢ The venerable and erudite Sayyid Muhammad al- 
Damanhuri al-Shafi'i, who passed away in 1286 AH at 
around ninety years old; 

« My master, the erudite Shaykh [brahim al-Zurru al- 
Khalili al-Shaf'i, who passed away in 1287 AH at around 
seventy years old: 

¢ The erudite scholar, my master Shaykh Ahmad al- 
Ajhuri al-Darir al-Shaft‘i, who passed away in 1293 AH at 
around sixty years old; 

¢ The erudite scholar, my master Shaykh Hasan al-‘Adawi 
al-Maliki, who passed away in 1298 AH at around eighty 
years old; 

* The erudite scholar, my master Shaykh al-Sayyid ‘Abd 
al-Hadi Naja al-Abyari, who passed away in 1305 AH at 
just over seventy years old; 

¢ Shaykh Shams al-Din Muhammad al-Anbabi al-Shaftii, 
the Master of al-Azhar Mosque, who passed away in 1313 
AH; 
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Shaykh ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Shirbini al-Shaf'i, Master of 
al-Azhar Mosque, who passed away in 1313 as; 

Shaykh ‘Abd al-Qadir al-Rafi'i al- Hanafi al-Tarabulsi 
the master of the Levantine quarters in al-Azhar ; 
Mosque, who passed away in 1323 aH, 

Shaykh Yusuf al-Barqawi al-Hanbali, the master of the 
Hanbali quarters in al-Azhar Mosque: 


And many others, may Allah have mercy upon them all! 


SHAYKH YUSUF AL-NABAHANTI'S CAREER 


In the year 1289 AH (1872 CE) after completing his studies at al- 
Azhar, Shaykh Yusuf al-Nabahani returned to his native Palestine, 
where in Akka he organized lessons teaching the sacred sciences 
and the Arabic language, and took a position one year later as an 
assistant judge in Jenin, where he remained until 1293 st (1876 
ce). He then moved to Constantinople, capitol of the Ottoman 
Caliphate, where he worked on and off for several years as an 
editor of the Arabic periodical al Jawa’ and proofread the Arabic 
works that it published. He then left Constantinople for Iraq. 
where he settled for five months as a judge in Mosul, and soon 
resettled in al-Ladhiqiyya and took a position as chief judge in its 
criminal court. After living there and serving as a judge for five 
years, Shaykh Yusuf al- Nabahani was transferred to Jerusalem and 
appointed chief judge of its criminal court. where he remained less 
than a year before being reassigned as chief judge of the criminal 
court of Beirut in 1305 AH (1888 ce). The Shaykh was to remain 
as chief judge in Beirut's criminal court until he retired in 1327 4H 
(1909 ce). After his retirement the Shaykh wrote and published 
the majority of his books and spent time in the Blessed City of 
the Prophet & Medina, returning to his native Ijzim after the 
start of World War I in 1914 and remaining there until he passed 


away in the year 1350 AH (1932 C£). 
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SHAYKH YUSUF AL-NABAHANT'S WRITTEN WORKS 


It is without exaggeration to say that Allah gifted Shaykh Yusuf 
al- Nabahani with a flowing pen that was put in service of the 
august Prophetic station. By the blessings of his love and intimate 
connection with the Prophet # and His illustrious Household 
Shaykh Yusuf al- Nabahani wrote a staggering number of works 
dedicated to the Prophet &, many of which form the curriculum 
in several traditional Islamic schools and seminaries. His works 
include: 


I 


Afdal al-salawat ‘ala Sayyid al-Sadat (The Most Superior Prayers 
upon the Master of Masters); 

Ahsan al-wasaiil fi nazm asma’ al-Nabi al Kamil (The Best of 
Means in Versifying the Names of the Perfect Prophet 
&): 

Al-Ahadith al-arba'in fi fadl Sayyid al-Mursalin (Forty Hadith 
Reports on the Virtues of the Master of the Messengers 
$): 

Al Ahadith al-arba‘in fi fadl al-jthad wa al-mujahidin (Forty Hadith 
Reports on the Virtue of Jihad and Those Engaged in 
It); 

Al-Ahadith al-arbain fi wujub taat Amir al-Muininin (Forty Hadith 
Reports on the Obligation of Rendering Obedience to 
the Commander of the Believers); 


Al-Ahadith al-arba‘in min amthal Afsah al Mursalin (Forty Hadith 
Reports Containing Metaphors Uttered by the Most 
Eloquent of the Messengers &); 


Al-Anwar al- Muhammadiyya (The Muhammadan Lights, an 
abridgment of Imam al-Qastalani’s al-Mawahib al-laduniyya); 


Arba‘n al-arba'in min ahadith Sayyid al-Mursalin (Forty 
Times Forty Hadith Reports from the Master of the 
Messengers #); 
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12. 


14. 


IS. 


16. 


17. 


18. 


19. 


20. 


21, 


Arbatuna hadithan fi arba'in sighatin fi al-salat ‘ala al-Nabi (Forty 
Hadith Reports on Forty Wordings of Prayers upon the 
Prophet &): 

Arbatwna hadithan fifadail Ahl al-Bayt (Forty Hadith Reports on 
the Virtues of the Prophetic Household); 


Arba'una hadithan fi fad! Abi Bakr 3 (Forty Hadith Reports on 
the Virtue of Abu Bakr 3); 


Arba'una hadithan fi fad! Abi Bakr wa ‘Umar (Forty Hadith 
Reports on the Virtues of Abu Bakr and ‘Umar 3%); 
Arba'una hadithan fi fed! ‘Ali (Forty Hadith Reports on the 
Virtue of ‘Ali &); 

Arba'una hadithan fi fad! arba'ina Sahabiyan (Forty Hadith 
Reports on the Virtue of Forty Companions). 

Arba'una hadithan fi fad! La ilaha illa Allah (Forty Hadith 
Reports on the Merit of the Phrase “There is no god but 
Allah’); 

Arba‘una hadithan fi fadl ‘Umar (Forty Hadith Reports on the 
Virtue of ‘Umar 3); 


Arba‘una hadithan fi fadl ‘Uthman (Forty Hadith Reports on the 
Virtue of ‘Uthman &); 

Al-Asalth al-badia fi fad! al-Sahaba wa iqna’ al-shia (The Marvelous 
Styles of Detailing the Virtue of the Companions and 
Persuading the Shiites); 

AL-Asma fi ma lt Rasulillah & min al-asma’ (The Loftiest Reach 
Concerning the Names of the Messenger of Allah #): 
AL-Bashair al-imaniyya fi al-mubashshirat al-manamiyya (The Faith- 
Borne Glad Tidings in Positive Dream Visions): 


Al-Burhan al-musaddad fithbat Nubuwwat Sayyidina Muhammad 
(The Fortified Demonstrations of the Prophethood of 
our Master Muhammad &); 
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22. 


23. 


24 


25. 


26 


28 


29. 


30. 


31. 


32. 


Dalil al tugjar ila akhlag al-akhyar (The Guide of the Merchants 
to the Noble Qualities of the Elect); 


Al-Dalalat al wadshat sharh Dala'tl al-khayrat (The Clear 
Indications: Commentary upon Dalal al-khayrat), 


Tanbih al-afkar dla hikmat ighal al-dunya ‘ala al kuffar (Attending the 
Minds to the Wisdom behind the Disbeliever's Worldly 
Affluence); 


Tahdhib al-nufus f tartib al durus (The Refinement of Souls in 
the Arrangement of the Lessons—an abridgement of al- 
Nawawi’s Riyad al-salihin); 

Jari’ karamat al-Awliya’ (Compendium of the Miracles of the 
Saints); 


~ Jawahir al-bihar fi fada'l al-Nabi al- Mukhtar (The Jewels of the 


Oceans Concerning the Virtues of the Chosen Prophet 
&): 

Hujjat Allah ‘ala al-‘alamin fi mu‘jizat Sayyid al-Mursalin (Allah’s 
Proof over all Creation in the Inimitable Miracles of the 
Master of the Messengers #): 


Riyad al-Janna fi adhkar al-Kitab wa al-Sunna (Gardens of 
Paradise in the Invocations of the Quran and Sunna); 


Sabil al-najat fi al-hubb fi Allah wa al-bughd fi Allah (The Path 

of Salvation through Loving and Hating for Allah's 
Pleasure): 

Sadat al-anam fi ittiba’ din al-Islam wa tawdih al-farg baynahu wa bayn 
din al-nasara fi al-agaid wa al-ahkam (The Felicity of Humanity 
Found in Following the Religion of Islam, and a 
Clarification of the Theological and Legal Differences 
between It and Christianity); 

Saadat al darayn fi al-salat ala Sayyid al-Kawnayn (Felicity in the 
Two Abodes in Prayers upon the Master of the Two 
Realms); ' 
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AL-Sharaf al-muabbad li Ali Muhammad (Eternal Honor for the 
Family of Muhammad &); and 
34 shawahid al-tagq fi al-istighatha bi Sayyid al-Khalg 

: (Corroborations of the Real Regarding the Act of 
Seeking Aid from the Master of Creation &).* 


33. 


May Allah bestow His expansive mercy upon Shaykh Yusuf 
al-Nabahani, the paragon of Prophetic love and yearning, and 
join him with the Prophet & on the Last Day. 


nage 
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Introduction 


RY LL PRAISES ARE DUE TO ALLAH the Lord of the Worlds, 
praise that is connected with His all-pervading wisdom; 
praise that is encompassed by His plentiful graces, and 
¢ in particular for His grace of guiding me to faith (iman) 
and Islam, which is the greatest of His blessings, and for making 
a member of the Umma of our master Muhammad &, the Best of 
Mankind, whose nation He has made the best nation. I also praise 
Allah for Him and His angels sending prayers upon this noble 
Prophet, and for having commanded the believers to send prayers 
upon him out of reverence and honor towards him—as the Most 
Exalted said ¢ Verily Allah and His angels send prayers upon the Prophet O you 
who believe, send prayers upon him and salute him with abundant greetings of peace. ) 
(33:56) 

O Allah, send upon him and his Family the best prayer that 
You or any of Your pious and near servants have sent upon him. 
and make Your prayer upon our master [brahim and his Family 
(with its perfection), in comparison to Your prayers upon the 
Prophet, like a single atom in comparison to all of the worlds 
in their entirety: and send prayers upon his brethren among 
the Prophets who preceded him in time as commanders come 
before [the arrival of] their Sultan; and send prayers upon his 
Companions, the stars of guidance, and the imams of his nation 
who followed their example. O Allah, send peace upon all of them 
as well, for they are all subjects and You alone are their Owner! 
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I bear witness thar there is no god but Allah, who is alone and 
without partners. and 1 bear witness that our master Muhammad 
is His Prophet and Messenger, the best Propher sent forth! 

Says the poor and sinful Yusuf, son of Isma'il al Nabahani: | 
pondered over my many sins and my meagre good works, and as 
aresulr my affliction intensified and my fear overcame my hope 
Then Allah (Glorified and Exalted is Ie!) inspired within me the 
understanding thar there is no remedy for this illness except in 
truthful and sincere turning to the Master of the Emissaries and 
the Beloved of all Existence, for Allah Most | ligh says, €seck unto 
Hom [Allah] a means of approach (wasila) (5 35) and indeed, the Prophet 
& is the greatest of intermediaries and means of approach unto 
Allah, and the most superior of creation and the most beloved 
of them in Allah's sight So here [ ain, turning resolutely to the 
generous Prophet & and serving him with this compilation in 

which | have gathered the best prayers sent upon him &. 

T have divided this work into two sections and a conclusion, 
In the first section FE explain the general virtues and benefits of 
sending prayers upon the Prophet #. In the second section | 
detail the finest and most precious methods of sending prayers 
upon him #& [relate cach wording to its author or compiler and 
speak briefly about its narrators and virtues. Beyond providing the 
quotes, nothing in this work is to my own credit. | have spared no 
effort in choosing from the relied upon books and authors and 
sourcing cach statement back to the one who said it. 

Regarding the references for the noble hadith reports | 
cite in the first section, | mention them here in the interest of 
maintaning brevity and avoiding prolixiry. They are: 


© thya'wlumal din (The Revival of the Religious Sciences) of 
Imam al Ghazali, 


© AL Shift [bi id rif hugug al Mustafa &] (he Uealing through 
Knowing the Rights Owed to the Chosen One &) o 
Qadi Tyad; 

¢ Al Adhkar (The Compendium of Remembrances) of 
Imam Muhyi al-Din al- Nawawi: 
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Al-Mawahib al laduniyya (The Divinely Vouchsafed Gifts) 
of the erudite Ahmad al-Qastalani; 


Kashfal ghumma (The Removal of Distress) and Lawagih 
al anwar (The Fecundating Lights) of the Muhammadan 
Heir and ocean of the Law and Spiritual Reality, my 
master ‘Abd al- Wahhab al-Sha’rani; 


AL-Zawajir [an igtiraf al kabair] (The Deterrents from 
Committing Grave Sins) and al Jawhar al-munazzam (The 
Stringed Jewel) by the seal of the verifying scholars, the 
crudite Shihab al-Din Ahmad b. Hajar al- Makki: 


Dalai al-khayrat (The Guideposts to All Goodness) of the 
great saint Abu ‘Abdullah Muhammad b Sulayman al- 
Jazuli al-!asani; and 


° 


. 


The commentary upon Dalai al-khayrat by my Shaykh 
and teacher, the servant of the Sunna of Allah's 
Messenger #, Shaykh I lasan al-'Adawi al- Misri (I 

read to him al- Nawawi's Forty- Hadith collection 

in the Congregational Mosque of our master al- 
Hlusayn &, as well as a portion from Sahth al Bukhari in 
the Congregational Mosque of al-Azhar in 1287 aH. 
Whenever | say “the Shaykh” I intend him.? He penned 
an introduction in his commentary that was replete with 
details. [t is the most comprehensive of all the books 
mentioned here (may Allah have mercy upon all of the 
authors), and the most beneficial of them with regard to 
the subject at hand. Most of his material is taken from 
al-Flafiz al-Sakhawi's al-Qavwl al badf fi fad! al-salar ala al Habib 
al Shaf? (The Sublime Word Concerning the Virtue of 
Sending Prayers upon the Beloved Intercessor). 


With the exception of the prophetic hadith reports, I state the 
name of every book from which | quote and the name of every 
person from whom | cite. 

I relinquish before Allah all claims to power and strength, and 
Task Him (Glorified and Exalted is Ie!) to make His reward 
for this work better than my intention, and to make this effort 
acceptable in His sight and the sight of Ilis Messenger, and to 
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allow this petitioner to attain his objective in this abode and the 
Next—by the rank of our master Muhammad, His noble Prophet: 
may the best of prayers and salutations of peace be upon him, his 
Family, and his Companions! 

O Muslim who loves the Prophet # and yearns to send prayers 
upon him! Make use of this book for the rectification of your 
religion and your worldly life, for no matter how far and wide 
you search, you are unlikely to find any compilation of prayers 
as comprehensive as the one before you. I turn myself wholly to 
Allah Most High, asking Him to benefit me by this book, and 
to benefit by it every Muslim with a heart free of maladies and a 
tongue and body free of objections. Indeed, He is the Guarantor 


of that! 
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Section One 


sending prayers upon the Prophet & 
—meanings, virtues, and rulings 
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Chapter One 


INTERPRETATION OF THE VERSE 
“oe oy Sos “ 2) Se 
oil) BE Shad Geass; ail yp 
Arey Shas. Gta pecan, tke 
(e5 1th ale ile aT all aly 


Verily Allah and His angels send prayers upon the 
Prophet. O you who believe, send prayers upon him and 
salute him with abundant greetings of peace. (33:56) 


The erudite scholar Shams al-Din al- Khatib said: 


The phrase {send prayers upon the Prophet} refers to the Prophet 
Muhammad &. Ibn ‘Abbas & said, “The Real [Allah]. 
Glorified is He, wills to extend mercy to him, and the angels 
supplicate for him. When coming from Allah the word salat 
means mercy, and when coming from the angels it means the 
seeking of forgiveness...” 

Abu ‘Aliya said, “Allah’s slat upon His Prophet & means 
His praise of him in the presence of the angels, and the salat of 
the angels is their supplication [asking Allah to send praises 
upon him].” 

The phrase €O you who believe, send prayers upon him) means 
invoke mercy upon him; and the phrase (and salute him with 
abundant greetings of peace)> means salute him with the greetings of 


Islam and openly proclaim his nobility and honor byall means 
at your disposal: through emulating him with excellence 
praising him with beautiful expressions, submitting to his 
every command, and verbally greeting him with the salutation 
of peace 

The phrase (greetings of peace is mentioned here as an 
emphasis*, the word salar, however. is not mentioned twice 
since it is emphasised by Allah's words Verily Allah and I1is angel 
send prayers upon the Prophet.) ° 

The most abbreviated form of prayer upon the Propher 
& is the phrase “O Allah, send prayers upon Muhammad.” 
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The most complete and perfect form of prayer upon him 
is the phrase: “O Allah, send prayers upon Muhammad and 
upon the Family of Muhammad, just as You have sent prayers 
upon Ibrahim and upon the Family of Ibrahim; and bless 
Muhammad and the Family of Muhammad, just as You have 
blessed {brahim and the Family of Ibrahim; verily You are 
worthy of all praise. the Glorious.” 
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Imam al- Baydawi said: 


[The verse] ¢ Verily Allah and | fis angels send prayers upon the Prophet... b 
means that they openly proclaim his nobility and exalt his 
status. {0 you who belleve, send prayers upon him... means you should 
do the same, for such a proclamation is more fitting for you. 
Say, “O Allah, send prayers upon Muhammad.” And salute 
him with abundant greetings of peace); that is, say “Peace be upon 








ou.0 Prophet.” It is also said thar this statement means 
y submit your selves to his commands.” This verse proves that 
it is generally obligatory to send prayers and peace upon the 
Prophet # [tis also said that it is obligatory to send prayers 
upon him each time he is menuoned 


HE OBLIGATION OF SENDING PRAYERS UPON THE 
pROPHET 
Shaykh al-'Adawi said: 


Al-Hafiz al-Sakhawi related that Ibn ‘Abd al- Barr said, “The 
scholars are in unanimous agreement that it is incumbent upon 
every single believer to send prayers upon the Prophet & This 
is deduced from the words of the Most High {0 you who believe, 
send prayers upon him and salute him with abundant greetings of peace > 

Imam al-Qurtubi said, “There is no disagreement that it 
[sending prayers upon the Prophet &] is obligatory at least 
once in one’s life, and that its obligation in all other times 
is akin to the obligation of the highly-stressed Sunnas.” Ibn 
‘Atiyya preceded al-Qurtubi in this view: “Sending prayers 
upon the Prophet & is obligatory in every circumstance. It 
is at same level of obligation as the highly-stressed Sunnas 
which should not be omitted and which are only neglected 
by those bereft of goodness.” 

According to Imam al-Shah'i & it is obligatory [to send 
prayers upon the Prophet #] in the prayer during the final 
testification [in the final sitting]. And some of the colleagues 
of Imam Malik & held the same view as him. Some of them 
considered it obligatory to send abundant prayers without 
limiting them [to a set number] 

Imam al-Tahawi said, “When a person hears someone 
mention the Prophet #, or when he mentions the Prophet & 
himself, it is obligatory for him to send prayers upon him.” 

Imam al-Halimi said in his commentary on [al- Bayhaqi’s] 
Shuab al iman (The Branches of Faith), “Revering the Prophet 
& is one of the branches of Faith. Indeed. reverence for the 
Prophet & is a station above love, so it behooves us to love him, 
exalt him, and revere him more intensely than how servants 


honor their master and how children honor their father. This 
is how it has been expressed in the Book [the Quran] and how 
it has been commanded by Allah 

In his al Durr al manthur, al- Hafiz al-Suyuti said, “When 
this verse was revealed, the people began congratulating the 
Prophet &” Within many of the exegetical works and books 
of hadith® there is a narration from ‘Abd al-Rahman b. Abi 
Layla, who reported thar he met Ka’b b. ‘Ujra, who said to him, 
“Would you like me to give you a gift that | heard from the 
Messenger of Allah 8?” ‘Abd al- Rahman replied. “Of course: 
give it to me" Ka’b said, “When the verse (Verily Allah and 1 tis 
angels send prayers upon the Prophet...) was revealed, we said to the 
Prophet , ‘We already know how to send greetings of peace 
upon you: tell us. how should we send prayers upon you’ The 
Prophet & replied, ‘Say, © Allah, send prayers upon Muhammad and upon 
the Family of Muhammad, just as You have sent prayers upon Ibrahim and upon 
the Family of Ibrahim, and bless Muhammad and the Family of Muhammad, 
just as you have blessed Ibrahim and the Family of tbrahim; verily You are the 
Pratseworthy, the Glorious” (This hadith has been narrated with 
different wordings, some with additional phrases, some with 


less.) 


POINT OF BENEFIT 


In his commentary on Sahih al-Bukhari and in his al-Mawahib al 
laduniyya, the erudite al-Qastalani quoted the lordly gnostic Abu 
Muhammad al-Marjani who said: 


The secret behind the Prophet's saying “just as You sent 
prayers upon [brahim” and “just as You have blessed Ibrahim,” 
and the reason why he didn’t say “just as you have sent prayers 
upon Musa.” is because [Allah's] theophany (tajallt)’ to Musa 
(prayers and salutations upon him) was one of divine majesty 
and majesty (jalal). which resulted in Musa falling unconscious. 
On the other hand, the theophany to the Intimate Friend 
Ibrahim (prayers and salutations upon him) was one of divine 
beauty (jamal), as love and intimate friendship are from the 
traces of the theophany of beauty (tajalli al-jamal). But this does 
not imply an equivalence between [the Prophet Muhammad 





6 and the Intimate Friend [Jbrahim] (may Allah's prayers 
and salutations be upon them both) for the Prophet & has 
only ordered them [the believers] to invoke [Allah] asking 
that he receive a divine theophany fitting the same description 
as the theophany given to the Intimate Friend (prayers and 
salutations upon him). The hadith in question implies a co- 
sharing in the description, which is the divine theophany of 
beauty. and not an equivalence between the two stations and 
ranks. That is because the Real, Glorified is He, discloses 
Himself to two people in different ways, each in a manner 
corresponding with his rank, despite the fact that both share 
in the overall theophany of beauty. Each [Prophet], therefore, 
received a theophany in accordance with his particular station 
and rank in Allah’s sight: the Intimate Friend Ibrahim received 
a theophany of beauty in accordance with his station, and 
our master Muhammad & received a theophany of beauty in 
accordance with his station. This is how the hadith should be 


properly understood. 


What al-Marjani meant is that the station of our master 
Muhammad & is higher than the station of our master Ibrahim, 
so the prayer from Allah Most High that is sought for him is also 
higher and loftier than the prayer that is sought for our master 
Ibrahim. This supports al- Nawawi’s opinion in the matter, for he 
said that the best answer to the problematic “likeness” between 
the prayer upon our master Muhammad & and the prayer upon 
our master [brahim x@ (when in fact the Prophet Muhammad 
& is superior) lies in the statement attributed to Imam al-Shafi'i 
&, who said that the likeness is with regards to the basis of the 
prayer, as it were, [and not an actual equivalence or likeness]. 

The erudite Ahmad b. Hajar al-Makki said in al Jawhar al 
maunazzam fi 2tyarat al-Qabr al-Sharif al-Nabawi al-Mukarram- 


The reason why our master Ibrahim the Intimate Friend and 
his believing Family have been given preference [over the 
other Prophets] is because Allah Most High has nor joined 
between blessings and mercy for any others besides them. as 
seen in Allah's words in Sura Hud, (May Allahs mercy and blessings 


be upon you, O members of the household. Certainly, He is Worthy of all Praise, glorifications of Allah when they were first created, Paradise 
the Glonous.) (1-73). He is the best of the Prophets after our would not have increased one bit! This is from the blessings of 
Prophet Muhammad #. invoking prayers upon the Prophet % However, its acceptance 
can only be certain when it comes forth from a pure essence 
and pure heart; because when it comes forth from a pure 
essence it comes forth free of all defects such as ostentation 
and conceit. There are a great many defects, though none of 
them come forth from a pure essence and pure heart. This is 
the meaning of what is mentioned in the other hadith, that 
‘whoever says There is no god but Allah (la ilaha illa Allah) will enter 
Paradise’-- this means that if his essence and heart are pure 
and he utters it, he does so sincerely for the sake of Allah.” 

| [Ahmad b. al- Mubarak] asked him &, “Why does 
Paradise increase through prayers upon the Prophet & and nor 
through glorifications and other formulae of remembrance?” 
POINT OF BENEFIT He replied &, “That is because the origin of Paradise is the 
light of the Prophet #, and thus it yearns for him as a child 
yearns for its father, and when it hears his mention it becomes 
enlivened and takes flight to him because it receives drink from 
him &. ... The angels that are on the outer edges of Paradise and 
at its gates occupy themselves with remembering the Prophet 


Al-Hafiz al-Sakhawi said: 


The import of this verse is that Allah Most High has informed 
His servants about the rank that His Prophet & enjoys in His 
sight and among the Loftiest Assembly, He has told them that 
He praises the Prophet among the angels brought near and 
that the angels in turn invoke prayers upon him Then He 
commanded those of the lower world to invoke prayers and 
peace upon him so that all of the worlds, both the lower world 
and the celestial world, come together in uttering his praises, 


The erudite Ahmad b. Mubarak [al-Lamati] said in chapter eleven 
of the book al fbriz (Pure Gold), in which he recorded what he 
received from his Shaykh, the Succor of his age and the ocean of 
divine gnosis, our master ‘Abd al-“Aziz al-Dabbagh [%&]: 


Regarding their statement that “Prayers upon the Prophet & 
are accepted unequivocally from everyone,” | heard him & say, 
“There is no doubt that invoking prayers upon the Prophet ® 
is the best of deeds, and it is the remembrance of the angels 
who are on the outer edges of Paradise. Of the blessings of 
invoking prayers upon the Prophet & is that each time they 
invoke them, Paradise expands further in distance. Now, 
they are unceasing in their prayers upon him, so Paradise is 
likewsse unceasing in its expansion—they run and Paradise 
tuns behind them. Paradise continues to expand until these 
angels move on to uttering glorifications [of Allah]. These 
angels do not move on to glorification until the Real, Exalted 
is He, manifests Himself to the people of Paradise in Paradise 

When He manifests Himself to them and the aforementioned 
angels witness Him, they begin to utter glorifications and 
Paradise comes to a standstill and the stations therein become 

fixed for its inhabitants. Had those angels begun to utter 


& and invoking prayers upon him, so Paradise longs for that 
and moves towards them. Now, the angels are on all sides of 
Paradise, so Paradise expands in all directions.” 

He said &, “Were it not for the will of Allah and His 
preventing, Paradise would have gone forth into this world 
during the lifetime of the Prophet &, and would have gone 
with him wherever he went and spent the night wherever he 
spent the night! However. Allah Most High prevented it from 
going forth to the Prophet # so that others could acquire faith 
in the unseen through him & directly.” 

He said &, “When the Prophet & and his Umma enter 
Paradise, Paradise will rejoice in them and expand on their 
behalf, and will attain an incalculable delight and happiness.” 


Shaykh al--Adawi quoted al-Hafiz al-Sakhawi, who related: 


Al-Fakahani said, “Allah's prayer upon our master Muhammad 
& has unique features that are not shared with any of his 


brethren from the Messengers. As far as I am aware, there 
is no place in the Quran or any other Scripture where Allah 
sends prayers upon another Prophet besides ours & This is 
unique feature that Allah has chosen for him to the exclusion 
of the other Prophets . 
[.] Abu ‘Uthman al-Wa’'iz related that Imam Sahl b, 
Muhammad b. Sulayman said, “This ennobling by which 
Allah Most High has honored Muhammad #— this being 
His words € Verily Allah and His angels send prayers upon the Prophet. 
© you who belicve, send prayers upon him and salute him with abundant 
_greenings of peace. > is more complete and comprehensive than 
the ennobling received by Adam x& when the angels were 
ordered to prostrate to him. That is because it is not permitted 
[rationally] that Allah should participate alongside the angels 
in that act of conferring honor. However. Allah (Exalted and 
Majestic ts He!) says about Himself that He sends prayers 
upon the Prophet &, and then says that the angels send prayers 
upon him, too So an honoring that comes from Allah Most 
High is more intense than an honoring that comes from the 
angels only (though Allah Most High is with them in that) ” 
[.]al- Wahidi reported with his chain of transmission 
to al-Asma’i who said, “! heard al- Mahdi? say while atop 
the pulpit in Basra, ‘Verily Allah has given you an order, He 
initiated it Himself and then commanded His sanctified angels 
to do it, honoring and ennobling him by saying: € Verily Allah 
and His angels send prayers upon the Prophet. O you who believe, send prayers 
upon him and salute him with abundant greetings of peace p. He preferred 
him with this over the other noble Messengers and gifted it to 
you among all nations, so receive His graces with thankfulness 
and send abundant prayers of remembrance upon him &!” 


Al-Qastalani said in al: Mawahib al-laduniyya, “Ibn al-‘Arabi [al- 
Maliki} said that the benefit of prayers upon the Prophet # go back 
to the one who invokes them upon him, as they demonstrate the 
purity of his belief. the sincerity of his intention, the manifestation 
of his love, the constancy of his obedience, and his respect for 
the noble intermediary that is the Prophet &.” al-Qastalani 
also quoted from his teacher al-Sakhawi, who quoted the two 
honourable Imams al-Halimi and ‘Izz al-Din b. ‘Abd al-Salam: 
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Shay! 


Our prayers upon the Prophet & are notan intercession from 
us to him, for the likes of us cannot intercede for the likes of 
him! However, Allah has commanded us to reciprocate to 
those who bestow favors and goodness upon us, and if we 
are unable to reciprocate in like we are to reciprocate with 
supplications. Because Allah knows that we are incapable of 
reciprocating [the favors} of our Prophet &, He instructed 
us to send prayers upon him so that they may serve as a 
reciprocation of his goodness and largesse upon us, for there 
is no excellence superior to the Prophet's excellence &!” 


ch al“Adawi (Allah have mercy upon him) recorded: 


Al-Marjani said, “Since the benefit of your prayers upon 
the Prophet # go back to you, in reality you are praying for 
yourself.” Others have said that one of the greatest branches 
of faith (shwab al-iman) is to send prayers upon the Prophet & 
out of love for him and fulfillment of his right, and out of 
respect and reverence for him. Constancy in sending prayers 
upon him & is a way of expressing gratitude towards him, 
and it is undoubtedly obligatory to have gratitude towards 
him since such tremendous favors have come from him. he is 
the reason for our salvation from the Inferno and our entry 
into the Abode of Bliss, and it is because of him that we have 
realised success with the easiest of means, attained felicity in 
every arena, and enjoyed sublime degrees and received lofty 
merits without veiling. Allah Most High says {Certainly Allah 
has bestowed His favor upon the believers by sending among them a Messenger 
_from their own selves, reciting to them His signs and purifying them and teaching 
them the Book and the wisdorn, though before that they were in manifest error 


(3:164) 


NOTA BENNE 


Concerning the meaning of the term Family, lbn Hajar 
Haytami] said in al-Jawhar al-munaszam, 


According to al-Shaf'i (Allah have mercy upon him) and 
the majority of scholars, what is meant here by Family in the 


prayer sent upon them are those forbidden from receiving 
Zakat They are the believers among Banu Hashim and Bang 
al-Muttalib [ris also said that the Family refers to his [the 
Prophet's] wives and progeny It is also said that it refers to the 
scions of Fatima in particular (may Allah be pleased her and 
all of them). !t is also said thar it refers to the scions of ‘Ali 

al-‘Abbas, Ja’far. and ‘Aqil —and some exaggerated in their 
support of this latter view and extended the Family to include 
all of Quraysh! Ir has also been said that the Family refers to 
the entire Umma of Response (those who accepted Islam)— 
this being the opinion to which Imam Malik inclined and 
the preferred view of al- Azhari and some of the Shafi'is. This 
latter view was also declared the soundest by al- Nawawi in his 
commentary on Sahih Muslim; however, al-Qadi Husayn and 
others restricted it to the pious among them. But this view is 
weakened if the meaning of prayers upon them is mercy, since 
mercy encompasses those who are not pious. Furthermore, 
the chain of the report “The Family of Muhammad is every 
pious person” is very flimsy (wahin jiddan)... 
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Chapter Two 


HADITH REPORTS THAT ENCOURAGE 
SENDING PRAYERS UPON THE PROPHET & 











gay HE MESSENGER OF ALLAH 4 SAID, “Whosoever sends 
4 fe a single prayer upon me, Allah will send tenfold prayers 
ee | upon him on account of it.” (Muslim, Sahih) 

The Messenger of Allah & said, “Send prayers upon me, for 
your prayers upon me are a charity for you and are multiplied [in 
reward] many times over. (Ibn Abi Shayba, Musannaf) 

The Messenger of Allah & said, “Do not turn your houses 
into graveyards and do not turn my grave into a site of festivity, 
send prayers upon me, for your prayers reach me wherever you 
are” (Abu Dawud, Sunan) 

The Messenger of Allah & said, “Verily to Allah belongs angels 
that travel around the earth conveying to me the salutations of 
my Uma.” (Abu Yusuf, Kitab al-Kharaj) 

The Messenger of Allah & said, “Whosoever sends prayers 
upon me, his prayers reach me; I send prayers upon him, and 
besides that ten good deeds are written for him.” (al-Tabarani, 
al Mujam al kabir) 

The Messenger of Allah & said, “There is no one who sends 
greetings of peace upon me except that Allah returns my soul to 
me so that I can respond to the greetings, saying ‘And greetings 
of peace be upon you.”” (Abu Ya'la, Musnad) 





iW 


The Messenger of Allah & said. “Verily Allah has entrusted an 
angel at my grave to whom Allah has given the names of creation 
No one sends prayers upon me sincerely from his heart except 
that the angel says to me, "O Muhammad! So-and-so the son of 
So-and-so has sent prayers upon you,’ and then the Lord, Blessed 
and Exalted is He, sends ten prayers upon him for every Prayer 
that he sent. and the angels continue ro send prayers upon him 
for as long as he sends prayers upon me. (al- Munawi, Fayd al Qadir) 

Abu Talha & said, “I went to see the Prophet & one day and 
saw him ina state of joy that I had never seen from him before. 
1 asked him what had occasioned such joy and he replied, ‘What 
is to keep me [from such joy] when Jibril has left just now and 
delivered to me a glad tidings from my Lord? He came to me 
and said, “Verily Allah has sent me to give you the glad tidings 
that no one from your Umma sends prayers upon you except that 
Allah and His angels shall send ten prayers upon him!” (Ibn 
Hibban, Sahih) 

The Messenger of Allah & said. “Whosoever sends one prayer 
upon me, Allah will send tenfold prayers upon him on account 
of ir, whosoever sends ten prayers upon me, Allah will send one 
hundredfold prayers upon him; and whosoever sends one hundred 
prayers upon me, Allah will write between his cyes ‘Free from 
hypocrisy and free from the Hellfire,’ and Allah will place him 
among the martyrs on the Day of Resurrection—so be frequent 
in sending prayers upon me each time I am mentioned, for it is 
an expiation for your sins.” (al-Tabarani, al-Mu'jam al-saghir) 

The Messenger of Allah & said, “Whosoever from my Umma 
sends one prayer upon me, Allah will write for him ten good 
deeds, efface for him ten sins, and will raise him ten degrees, and 
they [the prayers] will be equivalent to freeing ten slaves.” (Ibn 
Abi ‘Asim, Kitab al salat) 

The Messenger of Allah & said, “Whosoever of my Umma 
sends a prayer upon me sincerely from his heart, Allah shall send 
tenfold prayers upon him on account of it, and will raise him ten 
degrees, write for him ten good deeds, and efface for him ten bad 
deeds.” (al-Nasa'i, Amal al-yawm wa al-layla) 
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The Messenger of Allah & said to Abu Kahil (a Companion) 
“CQ Abu Kahil, whosoever sends th ree prayers upon me each day 
shree prayers upon Me each night—out of love and yearning 

eit is a right upon Allah that He forgives his sins of that 

for m night.” (al-Tabarani, al-Mujam al-kabir) 

day ii Messenger of Allah # said, “Whosoever sends one prayer 
y me, Allah will write for him one qirat [of reward|—and a 

poe like Mount Ubud.” (al-Suyuti, al Jam? al saghit) 

are Ghassan al-Nahdi related, “Whosoever sends one 

iu aatied prayers upon the Messenger of Allah & in a day shall 

be like one who continuously worships through the day and the 


Bb. 


an 


aa al-Hasan al-Shadhili & said: 

In one of my journeys I spent the night in an area filled with 
wild animals. They soon began to surround me, so [ sat on 
an elevated spot and said to myself, “By Allah, | will send 
prayers upon the Messenger of Allah &, for he has said that 
“Whosoever sends a single prayer upon me, Allah will send 
tenfold prayers upon him on account of it.” I said to myself 
that if Allah sends prayers upon me then | will spend the 
entire night enjoying security through Him. I did just that, 
and lo I was afraid of nothing whatsoever! 


The knower of Allah, Taj al- Din Ibn ‘Ata’illah al-Sakandari, 
said in his book Tuj al-arus al-hawi li tahdhib al-nufus: 


Whosoever is nearing the end of his life and wants to recover 
what he has missed [of righteousness] should invoke with the 
comprehensive formulae of remembrance. By doing that. a 
short life will be as if it were long. An example of this is him 
saying “Glorified and transcendent is Allah, the Tremendous, 
and to Him is all praise—by the number of His creation, His 
self-pleasure, the weight of His Throne, and the ink of His 
words.” Likewise, whosoever has missed the chance to offer 
many fasts and stand frequently during the night in prayer 
should busy himself with invoking prayers upon the Messenger 
of Allah &. Had you performed every act of obedience during 


B 


your entire lite and then Allah sent a single prayer upon you, 
that single prayer would outweigh all of the obedience you 
had done during your entire life That 1s because you send 
prayers according to your capacity, but Allah sends Prayers 
according to H1s Lordship (Rububtyya). And that is if itis only 
a single prayer. so what do you think if He sends ten prayers 
upon you for every prayer that you send, as is mentioned in 
the ngorously authenticated hadith> How excellent your life 
will be if you use it to obey Allah by invoking Him and sending 
prayers upon the Messenger of Allah &! 


Al-Hafiz al-Sakhawi quoted Imam al-Fakahani who said: 


The ultimate aim of the first and the last [servants] is to receive 
a single prayer from Allah Most High what again for them 
were they to obtain it! Indeed, if an intelligent person were 
asked “Which is more beloved to you, to have the righteous 
deeds of all of creation written on your scroll of deeds, or single 
prayer from Allah upon you?” he would choose the prayer 
from Allah So whar say you of the one upon whom our Lord 
(Exalted is He) and His angels send prayers constantly and 
continually? How can a believer not send frequent prayers 
upon the Prophet #, and how can he be neglectful of them? 
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Chapter Three 


HADITH REPORTS THAT ENCOURAGE 
SENDING PRAYERS UPON THE PROPHET &£ ON 
FRIDAY AND THE EVENING PRECEDING IT’, 
AND AN EXPLANATION OF ITS WISDOM 





HE MESSENGER OF ALLAH & SAID, “Send frequent 
a prayers upon me on Friday and the evening preceding 
bo it, for whosoever sends a single prayer upon me, Allah 
val send tenfold prayers upon him on account of it.” (al-Sakhawi, 
al Qaw! al-bad?’) 

The Messenger of Allah & said, “Send frequent prayers upon 
me on Friday, for Jibril has come to me just now and informed 
me that my Lord, the Exalted and Sublime, has said ‘There is no 
Muslim upon the earth who sends one prayer upon you except 
that I and My angels will send tenfold prayers upon him.” (al- 
Tabarani, al Mujarn al-kabir) 

Abu al-Darda’ & reported, “The Messenger of Allah & 
said, ‘Send abundant prayers upon me each Friday, for they 
are witnessed by the angels. There is no one who sends prayers 
upon me except that his prayers are presented to me until he is 
finished.’ I asked him, ‘Even after death?’ He & replied: ‘Verily 
Allah has forbidden the earth from consuming the bodies of the 


Prophets--may prayers and salutations be upon all of them.” 
(Ibn Hibban, Sahih) 
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Abu Umama & reported, “The Messenger of Allah & said. 
“Send abundant prayers upon me each Friday, for the Prayers of 
my Umma are presented to me then Those of you who send the 
most prayers upon me will be the closest to me in station.” (Ibn 
Majah, Suna) 

The Messenger of Allah & said, “From the best of your days 
is Friday: on it Adam #@ was created, on it his soul was taken, 
on it the Trumpet will be blown, and on it will occur the Breat 
thunderous clap (saiga) —so send abundant prayers upon me Sui 
that day, for certainly your prayers are presented to me.” The 
Companions said, “O Messenger of Allah! How are our prayers 
presented to you after you have turned to dust?” He & said: “Verily 
Allah, the Exalted and Sublime, has forbidden the earth from 
consuming the bodies of the Prophets.” (al- Bayhagi, Sunan) 

The Messenger of Allah & said, “Send abundant prayers upon 
me during the darkness of night and the blossoming of day, for 
your prayers are presented to me.” (al-Bayhagi, Sunan) 

The Messenger of Allah & said, “Whosoever sends one 
hundred prayers upon me on Friday, eighty years’ worth of sins 
will be forgiven for him.” (Ibn Shahin, al-Targhib) 

The Messenger of Allah & said, “Whosoever sends one 
thousand prayers upon me on a Friday will not die until he sees 
his seat in Paradise.” (Ibn Shahin, al Targhib) 

The Messenger of Allah & said, “Whosoever sends prayers 
upon me eighty times on Friday, Allah the Exalted will forgive 
him the sins of eighty years.” It was asked, “O Messenger 
of Allah! How are prayers sent upon you?” He replied, “You 
should say whilst counting one by one, ‘O Allah, send prayers 
upon Muhammad, Your servant and Messenger, the Primordial 
Prophet.” (al-Daraqutni, Sunan) 

The Messenger of Allah $% said, “Whosoever prays the ‘Asr 
prayer on Friday and says eighty times before getting up ‘O Allah, 
send prayers peace upon Muhammad the Primordial Prophet, 
and upon his Family and Companions,’ eighty years’ worth of sins 
will be forgiven for him, and eighty years’ worth of worship will 
be written for him [on his account].” (Ibn Bashkuwal, al-Qurba) 
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“The Messenger of Allah % said, “Verily to Allah belong angels 

red of light who only descend on the night before Friday and 
. itself, In their hands are golden pen and sheets of light 
si al they record are prayers sent upon the Prophet $i." ( ibn 
rasa. Tarth Dimashg) 

‘Al- Hafiz al-Sakhawi said, “Our Imam al-Shafi'i B said, ‘] 
fove that frequent prayers be sent upon the Prophet & in every 
ov “tion, though I consider them more beloved when sent on 
fea and the evening preceding it.” 

ead his book al-Durr al mandud, Tbn Hajar [al- Haytami] quoted 

some who said that busying oneself in sending prayers upon the 
Prophet gon Friday and the night preceding it garners more 
divine reward than busying oneself in recitation of the Quran— 
apart from Sura al-Kahf, whose recitation on Friday or the night 
preceding it has been explicitly mentioned in the hadith texts. 

Shaykh al-‘Adawi (Allah have mercy upon him) said, “He [Ibn 
Hajar] is a proof when it comes to scholarly citations Perhaps 
he deduced this from the many narrations from the Prophet %& 
which encourage sending prayers upon him on Friday and the 
evening preceding it.” 

Al-Qastalani said in al- Mawahib al-laduntyya: 


Were you to ask what is the wisdom in sending frequent 
prayers upon the Prophet # particularly on Friday and the 
evening preceding it, thn al-Qayyim answered by saying: “The 
Messenger of Allah is the master of mankind and Friday is 
the master of the other days, so sending prayers upon him 
on Friday has a distinction that other days do not. There is 
another wisdom behind it as well, namely thar every goodness 
his nation has obtained, in this life and in the Next, has only 
come through his hands #—so by him Allah has gathered for 
his nation the goodness of this life and the goodness of the 
Next, and they obtain the greatest honor on Friday, for it is 
on a Friday that Allah shall send them to their abodes and 
palaces in Paradise. It is their ‘Day of Increase’ when they 
enter Paradise; it is their day of celebration in this world, 
and it is a day when Allah Most High will fulfill their needs 
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and requests and not decline any of their pleas, They have 
only come to know all of this and receive it by means of the 
Prophet # and at his hands, so those who wish to thank him 
and praise him and fulfill a small portion of the tight owed 
to him should see to it that they send abundant Prayers upon 
him on this day [Friday] and the evening preceding it” 
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Chapter Four 


HADITH REPORTS THAT ENCOURAGE 
SENDING PLENTIFUL PRAYERS UPON THE 
PROPHET &, ALONG WITH A DISCUSSION ON 
SEEING THE PROPHET &%& IN A WAKEFUL STATE 





I 4E MESSENGER OF ALLAH & SAID, “Send frequent 
f\ prayers upon me, for the first thing you will be asked 
2304 about in the grave shall be concerning me.” (al-Sakhawi, 


al Quw! al-bad?’) 

The Messenger of Allah & said, “Prayers sent upon me shall 
bea light on the Day of Resurrection when crossing the Traverse 
(Sirat), so send abundant prayers upon me.” (al- Daylami, Musnad 
al-firdaws) 

The Messenger of Allah & said, “Whosoever would be 
delighted to meet Allah with Him being well-pleased with him, 
then let him send frequent prayers upon me.” (al- Daylami, Musnad 
al firdaws) 

The Messenger of Allah & said, “The closest people to me on 
the Day of Resurrection shall be those who send the most prayers 
upon me,” (al-Tirmidhi, Sunan) 

In the Risala of [mam Abu al-Qasim al-Qushayri there is a 
report from Ibn ‘Abbas & that reads, “Allah, the Exalted and 
Sublime, revealed to Musa x8, ‘I have increased your power 
of hearing ten thousandfold so you can withstand hearing My 
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Speech, and | have given you ten thousand tongues with whi 
to respond to me, the most beloved and closest you can teas A 
is when you send abundant prayers upon Muhammad a” . 

In his commentary on Daluil al khayrat, Shaykh al-‘Adawj quot, 
from al -Fasi’s and al-Jamal’s commentaries on Dalaif al Bhayrat at 
of whom quoted from al-Shanwani's gloss on the abridgment ¢ 
Sahih al- Bukhari and from al-Sakhawi's al Qaw! al bad? (Allah hay 
mercy upon them all), chat Ka'b al-Ahbar & reported, “Allah, 
Exalted and Sublime. said to Prophet Musa (prayers and a 
upon him and our Prophet) in some of what He revealed to ee 
‘CO Musa! Were it not for those who worship Me I would never 
grant reprieve to those who disobey Me even for the blinking of 
an eye! O Musa! Were it not for those who testify that there is no 
god but Allah I would have thrust the Hellfire upon the World 
O Musa! When you meet the poor, ask of them as you would 
ask of the rich. If you fail to do that then I will bury all of your 
good works under the dirt. O Musa! Would you like to never 
suffer from thirst on the Day of Resurrection?’ Musa replied, 
‘Yes. O Divine! Allah said, ‘Then send abundant prayers upon 
Muhammad"” 

Al-Sakhawi said, “It is narrated in some reports that there 
was a servant from the Children of Israel who had transgressed 
against his own soul, and when he died the people tossed his 
corpse [into a wasteland or desolate area]. Allah then revealed to 
His Prophet Musa x8, ‘Go and wash his body and offer prayers 
for him, for I have forgiven him.’ Musa asked, ‘O Lord, for what 
reason have You forgiven him?’ Allah said, ‘One day he opened 
the Torah and found in it the name Muhammad, whereupon he 
sent a prayer upon him, that is why | have forgiven him!” 

Ubayy b. Ka‘b.& reported, “When a quarter of the night would 
pass. the Messenger of Allah & would arise and say ‘O people! 
Remember Allah! Remember Allah! The convulsing blast [of 
the Trumpet] has come, followed by the subsequent one ~death 
has come with what it contains.’ said, ‘O Messenger of Allah! I 
send abundant prayers upon you; how much of my prayer should 
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dicate to sending prayers upon you?’ “As much as you like, 
Ide lied. I asked. ‘Should I have you in half of my prayer?’ He 
he an “Ifyou like. And if you wish to add to that it will be better 
ane | asked, ‘So what about two thirds” He & replied, ‘If 
like And ifyou wish to add to that it will be better for you.’ 
ae 4, ‘Should I have you in my whole prayer, O Messenger of 
1a iS He & replied, ‘If you do that, your stress will be relieved 
4 ‘our sins will be forgiven.” (al-Tirmidhi, Sunan) Another 
each has it, “[f you do thar, Allah will relieve your worldly 
sa Afterworldly stress.” 
a [mam al-Sha‘rani said the following in his biography of Abu 
a[-Mawahib al-Shadhili & in Tabagat al-Suftyya: “Shaykh Abu al- 
Mawahib al-Shadhili said, ‘I saw the Prophet & in a dream and 
asked him, “O Messenger of Allah! What is the meaning of Ubayy 
b Ka'’b’s question on how much of the prayer he should dedicate 
to you?” He & replied, “It is that you send prayers upon me and 
gift their reward to me and not to yourself.” 

Shaykh al-‘Adawi quoted al- Hafiz al-Sakhawi, who related 
from Ibn Abi Hajla, who related that Abu Hatib said that a 
righteous man had informed him that sending abundant prayers 
upon the Prophet # averts plagues. 

Imam al-Sha'rani also said in Kashfal-ghumma, “Some scholars 
(may Allah be pleased with them) have said that the minimum 
number of prayers upon the Prophet & needed to be considered 
‘abundant is seven hundred. Others have said that the minimum 
number is three hundred and fifty in each day and three hundred 
and fifty each night.” 

Imam al-Sha‘rani also said in Lawagih al-anwar al-qudsiyya fi 
bayan al-‘thud al-Muhammadiyya (The Holy Fecundating Lights in 
Clarification of the Muhammadan Covenants) 


Ageneral covenant has been taken from us by the Messenger 
of Allah & that we send abundant prayers and peace upon him 
day and night, and that we remind our brethren of the reward 
and recompense for doing so, and that we encourage them 
to do it as an expression of love for him &. If they adopt for 
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themselves a litany in the day and the night (in the mornin, 
and the evening) of one thousand to ten thousand bio 
[upon the Prophet #], that will be considered among the best 
of [their] good deeds 

[.] The one who invokes prayers upon the Prophet @ 
requires purity and presence with Allah, because Prayers upon 
the Prophet & are a form of intimate discourse with Allah and 
simular to the formal prayer that has bowing and Prostration, 
even if ritual purity is not a precondition for their validity 
. Whosoever persists in sending prayers [upon the Prophet 
#] in the manner we have described will have an immense 
reward, and indeed it is one of the best things by which one 
draws near to the Prophet &. Since there is none in existence 
like the Prophet # for whom Allah Most High has granted 
authority in the lower world and in the Hereafter, the one 
who serves him with sincerity, love, and purity will find that 
tyrants are subdued before him and that he is honored by all 
of the believers, as it is seen from those who enjoy closeness to 
the kings of this world. Indeed, whosoever serves the master 
will be served by the master's servants 

The litany of our Shaykh and guide ro Allah, Shaykh 
Nur al-Din al-Shuni, was ten thousand [prayers upon the 
Prophet 4]. and the litany of Shaykh Ahmad al-Zawawi was 
forty thousand prayers. The latter once said to me, “Our way 
consists of sending abundant prayers upon the Prophet & 
until he keeps company with us in a wakeful state (yaqzaran) 
and we are in his presence like the Companions were; then 
we ask him about our religious affairs and the traditions that 
our hadith masters have declared weak and then act on the 
basis of what he & says regarding them. We do not consider 
ourselves among those who send abundant prayers upon the 
Prophet # until this occurs.” 

Know, dear brother, the one of the shortest paths to Allah's 
Presence is the path of sending prayers upon the Prophet # 
so whoever has not served the Prophet & exclusively and yet 
seeks to enter Aflah’s Presence, he has sought the impossible, 
for on account of his ignorance of the propricry (adab) required 
before Allah Most High, the Sentinel of the Divine Presence 
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will not grant him leave to enter Such a person tay be likened 
toa farmer who seeks an audience with the sultan ditectly and 
without an intermediary Understand this 

See to it, dear brother, that you send abundant Prayers 
upon the Messenger of Allah &, for on the Day of Resurrection 
the Angels of Punishment—out of reverence for him--will 
not seize those who served him. We infer from this thar being 
remiss in works but in the protective care [of the Prophet #] 
benefits in a way that is not afforded to those who have only 
an abundance of righteous actions indirectly linked to the 
Messenger of Allah %! 

By Allah, the intention of those who bring people together 
to remember Allah is naught but love for Allah; and likewise 
the intention of those who bring people together to send 
prayers upon the Prophet & is naught but love for the Prophet 
# We mentioned in the earlier covenants that keeping 
company with the Prophet # in the intermediary realm (al. 
harzakh) requires a tremendous amount of purity—an amount 
needed so the servant can sit with him. Thus, anyone who has a 
hidden evil trait that he would be ashamed to disclose to others 
in this life and the Next is not fitting to keep company with 
the Messenger of Allah #, even though his devotional works 
may weigh as heavy as mankind and jinn combined —just as 
the hypocrites did not benefit from their companionship, and 
just as disbelievers do not benefit from reciting the Quran 
because of their lack of faith in its rulings! 

Al-Tha'labi recorded in his Arais al-majalis that to Allah 
Most High belongs creation who reside behind Mount Qaf— 
and their rotal number is known only to Allah. The only act 
of worship they perform is invocation of prayers upon the 


Messenger of Allah & 
The erudite Shaykh Ahmad b. al-Mubarak said in his book 


al Ibriz that our master al-Khidr (peace be upon him and our 
Prophet) had given his Shaykh, the succor of the age and our 
master ‘Abd al-Aziz al-Dabbagh, a litany with which to invoke 
seven thousand times each day. It was: “O Allah, O my Lord. by 
the rank of our master Muhammad the son of ‘Abdullah &. gather 
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me with our master Muhamad the son of ‘Abdullah in this World 


before the Next.” 
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The Shaykh was constant in this litany. There are several places 
throughout al Ibris where he [Shaykh Ahmad b. al- Mubarak] 
mentions his Shaykh & meeting the Prophet # in a wakefu 
state (yagcatan) and asking him questions, to which the Prophet 
S replied with answers that were consistent with what the leadin 2 
scholars had said~ and that was despite the fact that the Shaykh 
was illiterate, unable to either read or write. 

My master ‘Abd al-Ghani al-Nabulsi, in his commentary 
on the prayers of my master, the succor, Shaykh ‘Abd al-Qadir 
al-Jilani &, said in his explanation of the phrase “gift us with 
witnessing him”: 

That is, gift us with beholding him in a wakeful state and 
witnessing him directly in this world.” Shaykh Jalal al-Din 
al-Suyuti authored an essay concerning this issue [of seeing 
the Prophet & in a wakeful state}, and he entitled it Inarat 
al-halak fi jawas ruyat al Nabi & wa al Malak"” (The lumination of 
Darkness Concerning the Possibility of Seeing the Prophet 
sand the Angels). During my time in Medina the Ilumined 
when I stayed during the month of Ramadan in the year 1005 
Au, I kept company wath the virtuous and noble practicing 
scholar, Shaykh Mahmud al-Kurdi (Allah have mercy upon 
him). | would sit with him by the Door to the Prophetic 
Enclosure (al Hufra al Nabawiyya), may the noblest of prayers 

and salutations be upon its resident! The Shaykh informed 

me that he had seen the Prophet # in a wakeful state and had 

spoken with him, and that one time he went to the Enclosure 

and was told to go and visit the Prophet's uncle Hamza & 

He went on to relate several conversations thar took place 
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n him and the Prophet # in a wakeful state—and [ 


wee 
iat itand consider him truthful in what he said, as he is 
ne of the truthful scholars. One day, for instance, he invited 
ol 


eto his home in Medina and hosted me. and had taken out 
mi exegesis of the Quran thar he had written in eight volumes 
ia gaw that he had written a compilation of prayers upon 
the P rophet & similar to the famous Dalail al-bhayrat but larger, 
in addition to some other works te 

Al-Shihab Ibn Hajar al- Haytami said in his commentary 
panegyric Hamaiya Ode [of Imam al-Busiri], “The 
Prophet # said, in the hadith recorded by Muslim, ‘Whosoever 
sees me in his dream shall see me in a wakeful state.’ Ibn Abi 
Jamra, al-Barizi, al- Yaft‘i, and others have related from a 
group of the Followers (al Tabrun)" and those after them that 
they had seen the Prophet # in their dreams and then later 
saw himina wakeful state, whereupon they asked him about 
various matters that were hidden [unknown to them] and he 
told them about the matters and they later found them exactly 
as he had said, Ibn Abi Jamra said, “This is from the miracles 
of the saints, so the one who denies it will inevitably fall into 
the predicament of denying their miracles” 

Imam al-Ghazali (Allah have mercy upon him) said in af 
Mungidh min al-dalal (Deliverance from Error), “The possessors 
of hearts (arbab al-qulub) can witness the angels and the souls 
of the Prophets during wakefulness and hear their voices and 
derive benefits from them.” 

Iris well-known that the Prophet # is alive in his grave and 
that none but a saint sees him in a wakeful vision of benefit 
It is not farfetched to say that the one who is honored to 
see him in a dream can be further honored by the removal 
of the veil between him and the Prophet # Though he is 
in his grave, it is possible that the saints see him therein in 
a wakeful state and converse with him, even if their homes 
are far [from Medina] and their ranks vary. That this occurs 
among some of them as a dazzling miracle in no way implies 
that they are Companions (Sahuba), as companionship ended 
with the Prophet's [physical] passing; and if those who saw 
him after his passing yet before his burial are not considered 


on the 
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Companions, then even more so for these [saints who se 
him in a wakeful vision] This, then, answers the aieetiae 
[of Ibn Hajar al-‘Asaqalani] in Fath al-Bari, who said “This ‘ 
highly problematic, and were it to be interpreted literally “4 
would mean that they were Companions.” 

Al-Shihab Ibn Hajar [al-Haytami] said, “It has been 
narrated that the Pole (Qutb) Abu al-‘Abbas al-Mursi, student 
of the Pole Abu al- Hasan al-Shadhili, saw the Prophet & 
in several wakeful visions, especially when at the Brave of 
his father in Qarafa. Indeed, my Shaykh and the Shaykh of 
my father, Shaykh Shams b. Muhammad b. Abi al- Hama’il 
would see the Prophet & {in a wakeful vision] and [out of 
shyness before the Prophet 4] would put his head inside 
the opening of his shirt, He would say that the Prophet # 
said such-and-such, and things would unfold exactly as he 
described them. without fail. So beware of denying this for 
it is a deadly poison!” 

This is not outlandish or beyond the pale, for the souls of 
the deceased are free: they did not die nor will they ever die; 
instead, when the souls leave the elemental earthly bodies they 
adopt the forms of those bodies, such as when the Trustworthy 
Spirit Jibril x took the form of the Bedouin, or when he 
took the form of Dihya al-Kalbi—as is narrated in rigorously 
authenticated hadith from the Messenger of Allah &. If this 
is the case with the souls of ordinary folk whose souls have 
not been detained due to sins and rights [owed to others] that 
went unfulfilled at the time of their death. as Allah says, € Every 
soul shall be held for what it has earned, except the Companions of the Righty 
(74.38-39), then what say you the souls of the Prophets and 
Messengers, may Allah’s prayers and peace be upon them all! 
Death is not the extinction of the souls, even if the physical 
bodies of the deceased disintegrate. According to the position 
of the People of the Sunna and the Community (Adtal. Sunna wa 
al Jama), the questioning in the grave is true, as ts the delight 
and punishment experienced in it. The interrogation, delight. 
and punishment in the grave all occur within the Intermediate 
Realm (‘Alam al Barzakh) and not in the lower realm of this 
world. The door to the Intermediate Realm is the grave, yet 
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there is nothing contained in the graves except the bodies 
of the deceased, since the graves are themselves from the 
lower realm of this world, while the souls of the deceased 
are alive in the Intermediate Realm with a life sustained by 
divine command. The physical bodies in the lower world are 
alive through their souls, so when they no longer manage 
those physical bodies the physical bodies perish while the 
souls remain alive as they were. Death, therefore, is only a 
transference from one realm to another, so the free souls that 
are not held for what they had earned—such as the souls of the 
Prophets, saints. and righteous servants of Allah Most High— 
are able to roam freely in the Intermediate Realm in the 
forms and appearances of their physical bodies, manifesting 
themselves in this lower world for whom Allah Most High 
wills co see them 

A believer should not doubt this reality, as it is based upon 
the principles of Islam and the foundations of its legal rulings. 
No one has qualms about it except misguided innovators wha 
reject it based on their superficial intellects and notions—and 
Allah guides whom He wills to the Straight Path, and He has 


knowledge of all things! ... 


Shaykh al-‘Adawi said: 
Do prayers upon the Prophet &# illuminate the hearts only 
when they are said with sincerity and out of awe for him 
being the Supreme Intermediary (al Wasita al 'Usma) #, and as 
a fulfillment of his tremendous right, or do they illuminate 
even if they are said for the sake of showing off (riya’)? Imam 
al-Shatibi and al-Sanusi have both affirmed that the one 
who sends prayers [upon the Prophet #] attains reward even 
if his intention was to show off. Al-‘Allama [Muhammad 
b. Muhammad] al-Amir, in his gloss on ‘Abd al-Salam [al- 
Laqqani’s commentary on al-Jawhara fi ilm al-kalam) quoted some 
of the verifying scholars (al muhaggiqun) who said that there 

"are two aspects to consider in this issue: with regards to the 
amount that reaches the Prophet &, there is no doubt that itis 
accepted and reaches him, and with regards to the amount that 
reaches the one sending prayers upon him it is hke all other 
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deeds in which there is no reward unless done with Sincerj 
This is the truth, for sincerity is demanded in every ate 
worship, and its opposite is condemned in every act as well 
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Chapter Five 


HADITH REPORTS THAT MENTION THE 
PROPHET’S INTERCESSION & FOR THE 
ONE WHO SENDS PRAYERS UPON HIM, 
AND HADITH REPORTS THAT ENCOURAGE 
SENDING PRAYERS UPON HIM & 
UNRESTRICTEDLY 


a pe MESSENGER OF ALLAH #& SAID, “When you hear the 
muezzin, say just as he says and then send prayers upon 
PXZSF) me, for whoever sends one prayer upon me, Allah shall 
send tenfold prayers upon him. Then ask that I be granted the 
Wasila, for it is a station in Paradise that is not fitting but for a 
servant of Allah’s servants, and I hope that it is me Indeed, my 
intercession becomes lawful for whoever asks that I be granted 
the Wasila.” (Muslim) 

The Messenger of Allah & also said, “Whoever says when 
he hears the azan and the commencement of the prayer (gama) 
‘O Allah, Lord of this complete call and prayer that is to be 
established, send prayers upon Muhammad, Your servant and 
Messenger, and grant him the Wasila and supreme virtue, and the 
lofty degree and intercession on the Day of Resurrection,’ then 
my intercession becomes lawful for him.” (al-Nasai. al Sunan) 
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Ibn Hajar [al-Haytami] said in al-Jawhar al-munaccary: 


It is authentically reported in other hadith traditions that 
[the Prophet 4] said, “Whoever asks Allah that I be granted 
the Wasila, my intercession becomes lawful for him on the Day 
of Resurrection,” and in another narration, “my intercession 
becomes incumbent for him”—this being a true promise thar 
will never be broken. This prophetic statement contains a 
tremendous glad tiding that one will die as a Muslim, for 
intercession can only be incumbent for one who has died in 
such a state. The Prophet's intercession # is not limited to 
the sinful; it can also be for the elevation of one’s degrees [in 
Paradise] or for other honors such as enjoying shade under 
the Throne, avoiding divine reckoning (hisab), or entering 
swiftly into Paradise. The one who asks [for the Prophet A] 
to receive the Wasila is favored with all or some of these, _. 
The Wasila, as the Prophet & said, is the highest level of 
Paradise. The original meaning of the word Wasila is that by 
which a person draws near to the Lord, Exalted and Sublime 
is He, or that by which a person draws near to a king ora 
master. In his Shuab al-iman, ‘Abd al-Jalil al-Qasri explained 
the meaning of the Wasila that is exclusive to our Prophet & 
and said that it is “the means of approach (tawassul),” and that 
in Paradise the Prophet # shall be like a vizier before the 
King—with the caveat thar this is without any resemblance 
or likening for Allah, Exalted and Transcendent is He above 
that!—and thus on that Day no one shall receive any gift or 
favor except through the intermediation of the Prophet &. 


POINT OF BENEFIT 


In the thabat” of the erudite Sayyid Muhammad ‘Abidin there is a 
narration from Abu al-Mawahib al-Hanbali, who reported with 
his chain of transmission going back to the erudite [mam and 
Sufi and author of numerous beneficial works, Shaykh ‘Ulwan 
“Ali b. ‘Atiyya al-Hamawi al-Shaft'i al-Shadhili, who said in his 
book Misbah al-diraya wa mifih al-hidaya (The Lamp of Understanding 
and the Key of Guidance): 
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means of receiving a good end at the time of death 
(huss al khatima) include. uprightness (isiqama), persistence 10 
invocation, constancy in replying to the muezzin’s call, asking 
that the Prophet # be granted the Wasila, and constancy in 


supplicating: 


The 
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*O Allah, honor this Muhammadan nation with Your 
beautiful oft-returning favors in both abodes, out of honor 
for those You have made members of his nation” (this is one 


of the most hope-inspiring means listed here). 
Other means include persistence in uttering the Master 


Plea for Forgiveness (Sayyid al-Istighfar), which is reported in 
the rigorously authenticated hadith, and it is: 


go ake hy gills Cyd y J ett gh 
5B Sp De bye] CALE LG Babyy Dye 








gtr 


A t 

EN SSS Saks 

“O Allah, You are my Lord—there is no god but You. You 

created me, and ] am Your servant, and | uphold Your 

covenant and am faithful to Your promise as much as I am 

able. | seek refuge in You from the evil | have done. and | 

acknowledge before You the blessings You have bestowed 

me, and | acknowledge my sins, so forgive me, for none can 
forgive sins except You.” 

Other means include praying the Dawn Prayer (Subh) 
and Late Noon Prayer (‘Asr) in congregation, along with 
many other types of goodness and praiseworthy statements 
and actions. 
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As for the means of receiving an evil end at the time of 
death (su’al khatima) — Allah's refuge is sought!— they include 
love for the lower world. possessing arrogance, conceitedness 
envy. and heedlessness, holding corrupt beliefs (aga fsid, 
stubbornly and persistently committing a forbidden aev 
looking at pre- pubescent boys [with carnal desire] snd 
looking at women [out of desire], contravening the Sunna 
that has come from the Prophet &, and other types of evil 
and blameworthy statements and actions. 


The Messenger of Allah & said, “Whoever sends prayers upon 
me ten times when he enters the morning and ten times when he 
enters the evening, my intercession will include him on the Day 
of Resurrection.” (al-Suyuti, al-Jami al saghir) 

Abu Bakr al-Siddiq & reported, “The Messenger of Allah & 
said, ‘Whosoever sends prayers upon me, I shall be his intercessor 
on the Day of Resurrection.” (Ibn Shahin, al-Targhib) 

[Abu Bakr al-Siddiq & said] “Sending prayers upon the 
Prophet & is more effective in wiping away sins than water is 
in extinguishing fire, sending salutations upon the Prophet & is 
more virtuous than freeing a slave; and loving the Messenger of 
Allah & is superior to striking a sword in the path of Allah.” (Ibn 
Bashkuwal, al-Qurba) 

[‘Abd al-Rahman b. Samura & rela ted] “One day the 
Messenger of Allah & came to us as we were in the Mosque of 
Medina and said, ‘Last night I saw the most marvelous dream. .. | 
saw aman from my Umma crossing the Traverse; he was crawling 
upon it, and at times dragging himself across it or clutching it, 

when suddenly his prayer sent upon me came to him and stood 
him up on his feet and rescued him...” (al- Daylami, Musnad al 
firdaws) 

The Messenger of Allah & said, “Adorn your gatherings by 
sending prayers upon me, for your prayers upon me will be alight 
for you on the Day of Resurrection.” (al- Daylami, Musnad al firdaws) 

The Messenger of Allah & also said, “There are no two servants 
who love one another and who, when meeting each other. shake 
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dsend prayers upon the Prophet & except that they part 
cir past and future sins forgiven.” (Abu Ya'la, Musnad) 
enger of Allah Salso said, “Whoever wishes to speak 
+ but forgets it, let him send prayers upon me, for 
me will tend to his matter and perhaps remind 
him.” (Ibn al-Sunni, Amal al-yawm waal layla) 

The Messenger of Allah also said, “Whosoever sends prayers 
me ina book, the angels will continue to seck his forgiveness 
as my name is in that book.” (al-Tabarani, al-Mujam al saghir) 

‘Umar b. al-Khattab & said, “Supplication is suspended 
between the heavens and the earth and nothing of it will ascend 
until prayers are sent upon your Prophet #.” (al-Tirmidhi, Sunan) 

ibn Mas‘ud & said, “When one of you wishes to ask Allah 
Most High, let him start by praising and lauding Him as He 
deserves, then let him send prayers upon the Prophet &, after 
that he may ask, for it is more likely to succeed or reach.” (al- 
Daylami, Musnad al.firdaws) 

Abu Sulayman al-Darani & said, “Whosoever wishes to ask 
Allah for a need, let him begin with sending prayers upon the 
Prophet & and then let him ask Allah for his need and then 
conclude his request with prayers upon the Prophet &, for Allah 
accepts the two prayers [upon the Prophet &] and is too Generous 


to reject what is between them.” 


Al- Hafiz [bn al-Salah said: 


Prayers and salutations upon the Messenger of Allah # must 
be observed with diligence when his noble name is mentioned, 
and one must never tire of repeating them cach tume his name 
is uttered, for that is one of the greatest benefits gained by 
the students, carriers, and writers of the hadith traditions 
One must beware of what lazy people and common students 
do, who write S.A.A.W.S. instead of May Allah send prayers and 
peace upon him. Sufficient as an honor is the statement of the 
Prophet &, “Whosoever sends prayers upon me in a book, 
the angels will continue to seek his forgiveness so long as my 
name is in that book.” 
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Chapter Six 


HADITH REPORTS THAT WARN AGAINST 
NEGLECTING TO SEND PRAYERS 
UPON THE PROPHET & 


HE MESSENGER OF ALLAH & SAID, “May his nose be 
covered with dust, the one who does not send prayers 
-$74) upon me when | am mentioned in his presence; may his 
nose be covered with dust, the one upon whom the month of 
Ramadan comes and goes before he is forgiven; and may his nose 
be covered in dust, the one whose parents reach old age and do 
not cause him to enter Paradise.” (al- Tirmidhi, Sunan) 

Muradh b, Jabal & related, “The Messenger of Allah & 
ascended the pulpit, and when he climbed up one step he said 
Amin. Then he climbed to the second step and said Amin. Then 
climbed to the last step and said Amin. Then he said, ‘Jibril x@ came 
to me and said “O Muhammad! May Allah make remote the one 
who reaches Ramadan and yet is not forgiven,” so I said Amin. He 
said “May Allah make remote the one who has both of his parents 
or one of them [under his care] yet still he enters the fire,” so 1 
said Amin. Then he said “And may Allah make remote the one 
in front of whom you are mentioned yet does not send prayers 
upon you.” He said “Say Amin” so L said Amin.” (Ibn Hibban, Sahih) 
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The Messenger of Allah & said, “The miser is the one wh 
when I am mentioned in his presence, does not send prayers y ie 
me.” (al-Tirmidhi, Sunan) pon 

The Messenger of Allah & also said, “Whosoever fails to send 
ptayers upon me when my name is mentioned in his presence will 
miss the path to Paradise.” (Ibn Majah, Sunan) 

The Messenger of Allah & also said, “No people sit ing 
gathering while failing to remember Allah or send Prayers upon 
their Prophet thercin, except that they will have a regret and 
reckoning, if He (Allah) wills He may punish them, and if EHe 
wills He may forgive them” (Abu Dawud, Sunan) 

The Messenger of Allah % also said, “Whosoever forgets to 
send prayers upon me will have the path of Paradise pass him 
by.” (Ibn Majah, Sunan) 

The Messenger of Allah & also said, “It is from coarseness 
that | am mentioned in someone's presence yet he fails to send 
prayers upon me.” (‘Abd al-Razzaq, Jami’) 

The Messenger of Allah & also said, “There are no folk who 
gather together and then part ways without having remembered 
Allah, the Exalted and Sublime. or having sent prayers upon 
the Prophet & except thar they have arisen from most putrid of 
carcasses.” (al- Nasa’i, Sunan) 

The Messenger of Allah & also said, “Whosoever fails to 
send prayers upon me when | am mentioned in his presence is 
wretched.” (Ibn al-Sunni, ‘Amal al yawm wa al layla) 

Abu Dharr & reported, “One day I went out and came to 
the Messenger of Allah &. He said, ‘Shall | not inform you of the 
most miserly of people?’ They [the Companions] said ‘OF course, 
O Messenger of Allah!’ He said, ‘It is the one in front of whom! 
am mentioned yct he does not send prayers upon me~ he is the 
most miserly of people.” (Ibn Abi ‘Asim, Kitab al-salat) 

The Messenger of Allah & said, “Woe unto the one who does 
not see me on the Day of Resurrection!” ‘A’isha & asked, “Who 
shall not see you, O Messenger of Allah?” He replied, “The m iser. 
‘A’isha asked, “And who is the miser?” He replied, “The one who 
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send prayers upon me when he hears my name.” (Ibn 


does not ‘ 
k aie qarikh Dimashq) 
The Messenger of Allah & also said, “No people sit ina 


in which they fail to remember Allah or send prayers 


hering ae 
au the Prophet $ except that it will be a source of severe regret 
a them on the Day of Resurrection, even if they enter Paradise 


hmad, Musnad) 

The sixtieth grave sin mentioned by Ibn Hajar [al-Haytami] 
in al: Zawajir an igtiraf al kabair is “ Neglecting to send prayers upon 
the Prophet & when his mention is heard &” Al- Haytami, after 
ome of the hadith traditions just cited, said: 


with reward.” (A 


quoting Ss 
This is considered a grave sin and it is explicitly clear from 
these hadith traditions because the Prophet # spoke of 
the severe divine threats against the one who neglects to 
send prayers upon him, such as entering the Hellfire. the 
supplication from Jibril that was repeated between him and 
the Prophet & where they asked for humiliation and ignominy 
[for the one who fails to send prayers upon him when his name 
is mentioned], as well as being described with muserliness and 
being the “most miserly of people.” All of these constitute 
severe divine threats which imply that it 1s a grave sin. This, 
however, is only according to the position held by a group 
among the Shafi‘is, Malikis, Hanafis, and Hanbalis, namely 
that it is obligatory to send prayers upon the Prophet # each 
time he is mentioned -- which is explicit in these hadith 


traditions. ... 


37 


Chapter Seven 


OTHER ISSUES CONCERNING 
PRAYERS UPON THE PROPHET & 


DOES THE PROPHET g& BENEFIT FROM OUR PRAYERS 
UPON HIM? 


his teacher. Shaykh ‘Abd al-“Aziz al-Dabbagh &. in the 
third chapter of al-Ibriz: 





I asked: “Does or does not the Prophet # benefit from our 
invocation of prayers upon him? For the scholars (may Allah 
be pleased with them) have differed regarding this issue” 
He & replied: “Allah, Exalted is He, did not legislate them 
for the purpose of us benefitting His Prophet &. Rather, Allah 
legislated them for the purpose of benefitting us in particular 
{tis comparable to someone who possesses servants He sees 
a fertile piece of land whose agricultural yield is equalled by 
no other, so he has mercy on his servants and gives them that 
piece of land with the understanding that the culrivation is 
their responsibility and that they will do it alone—he does not 
give it to them in the sense that itis a partnership [between 
him and them) This is how it is with our prayers upon the 
Prophet #: their rewards are entirely ours, and if on some 
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occasions the light of their reward flashes and connects with 
his light # then you will see that it is like something thar 
returns to its origin and nothing more That is because the 
rewards established with certainty for the believers are only 
because of the belief (sman), and their belief is only from the 
Prophet's light &, so the rewards that are established for us 
are in actuality from him ! There is no similitude for this 
in sensible things except the vast, encompassing ocean along 
with the rains when they pour into the ocean in torrents The 
water of the rains are from the ocean, so when it returns to the 
ocean it is not said thar it has increased the ocean” 

I said: “One scholar argued that the Prophet & does in 
fact benefit [from prayers upon him]. and he inferred it from 
the supposed benefit that the Propher & will receive from the 
servants and youth in Paradise. Just as he & benefits from 
the bounties and fruits that are brought to him in vessels [in 
Paradise]. he also benefits from the lights and rewards that 
are brought to him in these letters [of prayers upon him]. 
The means of conveyance there [in Paradise] are hands 
carrying vessels, while the means of conveyance here are 
mouths conveying letters. This scholar went on to say that the 
Prophet's condition in the worldly abode does not exceed his 
condition in Paradise, so it cannot be said that the comparison 
(qiyas) here 1s invalid.” 

He & replied: “And where do those servants and youth 
come from? They are but from the Prophet's light &—nay, 
Paradise and all that it contains are from his light &! What 
this scholar has said would only be correct if those servants 
were separate from him #., but that is not the case.” 

He said, “He who knows how the Prophet & is will be 
at ease.” 

He said, “You may see a man reciting Dalail al-khayrat, and 
when he wants to send prayers upon the Prophet & he pictures 
him in his mind and pictures the various things that are sought 
for him, such as the Wasila, the lofty rank (al Daraja al: Raffa), the 
Praiseworthy Station (al-Magam al- Mahmud), and other things 
that are mentioned in each prayer. He pictures himself seeking 
these things from Allah Most High and presumes in his mind 
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is supplication, Allah Most High responds and 
& these things. Because of this he begins to 
hat the Prophet & has received a great benefit through 
he rejoices and is delighted and increases 
wee s voice with them and feeling how they 
rom the depths of his heart. He is overwhelmed by 
and a great suppleness and softness descends upon 
e thinks that he is experiencing a spiritual state 

ond which there 1s no other, But in this presumption he 
beyo" tly mistaken. He does not attain anything from Aflah 
is sen through these prayers of his, and that is because 
na were connected with what he pre-supposed and pictured 
: his mind. and what he pre-supposed was false, and the false 
rm connected with the True (al Hagq), Exalted is He. What 
connects with the True, Exalted is He. is only that which is 
actually true (finafi al amr), such that if a person were to open 
his eyes he would see it as it really is. Everything that is like 
that is connected with the True, Exalted is He Everything 
that a person does not see if he opens his eyes is false, and 
the false is not connected with the True, Exalted is He. So 
let the one who sends prayers upon the Prophet & beware of 
this great pitfall. for most people are unaware of it and think 
thar the softness and sweetness they experience is from Allah, 
Exalted is He, though in reality it is only from Satan, that by 
it he may drive them away from the True, Exalted is He, and 
increase them further in remoteness. 

The motivation [for sending prayers upon the Prophet] 
should be love and reverence for him # and nothing more. 
When it is so, the light of the prayers will flash up as was 
previously mentioned. But if the motivation for them is the 
servant's benefit, he will be veiled and his reward will diminish 
as was previously mentioned. Likewise. if the motivation for 
it is to benefit the Prophet &, his prayer will not be connected 
with the True, Exalted is He, nor will it reach him as was 


previously mentioned. Allah alone grants enabling grace! 





humility 
him, and b 


is no 
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CULTIVATING MINDFULNESS IN SENDING PRAYERS 


; of his personal desires and self-i 
he attainment Vf ‘interests, 
UPON THE PROPHET & was t 


and so the reward for it was in accordance with what motivated 


hs fy (18.49) 
Shaykh Ahmad b. al- Mubarak al-Lamati quoted his ie and your Lord wrongs none!) ( 
Shaykh ‘Abd al-‘Aziz al- Dabbagh a, in the third chapter aa The same may be said with regard to the servant's 
“big 


actions berween himself and his Lord, Exalted is He: if what 
For this reason you might see two men, both of wh motivates him is the greatness of the Lord and His majesty 


and the sublimity of his grandeur, then the reward will be 
jn accordance with the greatness of the Lord, Exalted is He, 
and if his motivation and incentive is merely personal desires 


and self-interests, then the reward wil] be in accordance with 


that. Peace! 


The knower of Allah, Sayyid Mahmud al-Kurdi al-Shaykhani, 


om 
prayers upon the Prophet &, and a weak reward comes a 


from one of them and an indescribable and incalculable 
reward comes forth from the other. The reason for that ts 
what we have said, for the first man’s prayer upon the Prophet 
& came forth with heedlessness and with a heart filled with 
preoccupations and things that block [him], and it was as if 
he uttered the prayer by way of routine and habit, and so he 
was given a weak reward. 

The second man’s prayer upon the Prophet 4, however 
came forth with love (mahabba) and reverence (ta’2zim). : 

As for love, its means (sabab) is for one to bring to Presence 
in his heart the majesty and greatness of the Prophet & and 
the fact that he is the cause for all that exists, and that every 
light originates from his light, and that he is the mercy that 
is gifted to creation, and that he is the mercy to the first and 
last of humanity and the guide for all of creation in entirety, 
and that he [the one sending prayers] is simply from him [the 
Prophet 4] and because of him®—so he sends prayers upon 
him because of this immense rank and not for any other motive 
that involves benefitting his self-interests. 

As for reverence, its means is for one to look at this 
immense rank, what it consists of, and what the qualities of 
its possessor must be, and to see that all humans are utterly 
incapable of bearing an iota of its qualities, since its realities 
have arisen within him # to the extent that it is unfathomable 
to the mind, let alone bearable in action. Thus when the 
servant's prayer upon the Prophet & comes forth, its reward 
is in accordance with the Prophet's station and in accordance 
with the generosity of the Lord, Exalted is He, for its motive 
and incentive was purely because of that immense rank, and its 
reward is therefore in accordance to that rank which inspired 
it [the prayer]. The motivation for the prayer of the first man 
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said in Adal] al-khayrat: 


Know that whoever sends prayers upon the Prophet & while 
overcome by sleep or drowsiness, or who sends prayers 
absentmindedly or when overcome with a state such that 
he is unaware of what he is saying, then his reward in these 
circumstances is affirmed out of exaltation for the Messenger 
of Allah & and honor for his rank. Understand this and you 
will be firm, Allah willing! 


In his Tabagat, my master “Abd al-Wahhab al-Sha‘rani quoted 
my master Abu al- Mawahib al-Shadhili who said: 


I saw the master of the worlds (Sayyid al-Alamin) # and said to 
him, “O Messenger of Allah, the tenfold prayers that Allah 
sends upon the one who sends a single prayer upon you—are 
they [only] for the one whose heart is present?” He replied. 
“Nay, rather it is for everyone who sends prayers upon me 
absentmindedly. Allah shall give that person angels like the 
mountains and they will pray for him and seek forgiveness 
for him. As for the one who [sends prayers] with presence of 
heart, then none but Allah Most High knows their reward.” 
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IF A PERSON SENDS PRAYE 
AND SAYS “BY THE NUM BEER Abiares ae 'ET & said some words that outweigh all that you have said Glorified is 
A BROAD NUMBER, DOES HE RECEIVE AN E EATION” OR ‘afahana to Hime sll prase by the numberof 1s creation. ise pleasure the 
REWARD, OR DOES IT COUNT ONLY AS A 5 QUI VALLNT weight of tits “Throne, and the ink of {is words.” This is an authorstausve 
aah INGLE and explicit revealed text showing that whoever says “O 
Allah. send a thousandfold prayer upon Muhammad,” or“, 
Sharif ‘Abd al-Rahman b. Muhammad b. H usayn al-M by the number of Your creation,” shall receive a reward that 
said in Bughyat al mustarshidin: ashhur is equivalent to the Wan ns ones it be a thousandfold 
yy the number of creation. 


mY ayer 
Concerning the one who says “O Allah send one thousandfold prayer oF a pray 
prayers and peace upon our master Muhammad,” or who 


says “Glorified is Allah by one thousandfold,” or who says THE RULING ON COMPILING AND SENDING PRAYERS 
such-and-such “by the number of His creation"—there are UPON THE PROPHET $ THAT ARE NOT TAKEN DIRECTLY 
a number of hadith indicating that such a reward 1s attained FROM HADITH RE PORTS 
based on the numbers mentioned. This was explicitly stated 
by Ibn Hajar [al- Haytami}, though Muhammad al-Ramli Al-Hafiz al-Sakhawi said: 
ered he issue. T! s 
aa pele sete. Tietaie ip cel ithe domain of We have related the following from Ibn Misdi "Several hadith 
our reward is commensurate with your toil,” rather it from id i 
the: domaiix of receivin ‘ int ‘ reports have been narrated concerning the method of sending 
ig an increase in largesse and bountiful 
divine generosi Y prayers upon the Prophet &. A group among the Companions 
g sity. and those who came after them believed that this arca was not 
Shaykh Sulayman al-Jamal said in his gloss on al: Minha; limited to what is transmitted via revelation. They believed, 
‘ instead, that there is ample room for one to whom Allah 
Concerning al-Fakahani’s words in Sharh al gatr “May Allah's has granted lucidity to voice such meanings with eloquent 
prayers [be upon the Prophet] by the number of the earth's words and unequivocal meanings that detail and express the 
seeds and the drops of dew.” one of our teachers said, “Were Propher’s perfect nobility and tremendous rank & They 
you to ask, ‘When one invokes [a prayer upon the Prophet deduced their position from the statement of Ibn Mas'ud 
&] “by the number of the earth's seeds and the drops of dew.” Bi, who said “When you send prayers upon the Messenger 
does he receive an equivalent reward?’ { would respond: Ibn of Allah & do it well, for it might, unbeknownst to you, be 
q P e y 
Bashkuwal related that the Prophet # said, ‘Whosoever sends presented to him &.” 


fifty prayers upon me I shall shake his hand on the Day of 
Judgment.’ And Abu al- Faraj ‘Abdus mentioned a narration 
on the authority of Abu al- Muzaffar who said that he asked 
him about how this should be done, and he replied, ‘If he 
says “O Allah, send a fiftyfold prayer upon Muhammad” that 
will suffice him, Allah willing, and if he repeats it then that 


is better.” 


This is supported by the fact thar when the Prophet & 
went ta sce some of his wives he found one of them glorifying 
{Allah} and counting with pebbles, and he said to her, “I have 
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Section Two 


The Muhammadan Litanies 
(Arabic) 
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Section Three 


Details about each of the Seventy Prayers 


a”) 
Se oS 
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PRAYER ONE 


The Ibrahimi Prayer 


O Allah, send prayers upon Muhammad and upon the 
Family of Muhammad, just as You have sent prayers 
upon Ibrahim and upon the Family of Ibrahim: and bless 
Muhammad and the Family of Muhammad, just as you 
have blessed Ibrahim and the Family of Ibrahim in all the 
worlds; verily You are the Praiseworthy, the Glorious. 


a. 


This prayer is the most consummate (akmal) of all formulas of 
prayer upon the Prophet &, both from those narrated [in hadith] 
and those that are not. For this reason the scholars have set it 
apart [among other prayers] because there is agreement about 
the authenticity of the hadith mentioning it. It was transmitted 
by Malik in the Muwatta’, al-Bukhari and Muslim in their Sahih 
collections, and by Abu Dawud, al-Tirmidhi, and al-Nasa’i. 
Shaykh al-"Adawi mentions in his commentary on Dalailal khayrat 
(as do others) that al-Hafiz al-‘Iraqi and al-Hafiz al-Sakhawi both 
stated that this prayer is agreed upon (muttafag ‘alayht) 

There are a number of narrations containing different 
wordings of this prayer. The wording here, as mentioned by al- 
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‘Adawi in his commentary on Dalaid al thayrat, is froin 
of Imam al Bayhaqi and a group of scholars Sh 
al Sawi said. “Al: Bukhari narrated in some of h 
the Prophet # said, ‘Whosoever utters this Prayer, it sh 

witness for him on the Day of Resurrection and | aan all bear 
for him” This hadith is sound (hasan) and its flint oe 
found sn [al Bukhari’s} Sahih collection. Others have ee are al] 
that reading this prayer a thousand times will result in ee 
the Prophet # in a dream © seeing 

This prayer mentioned in the hadith is without the 

“master” (Sayyid) Imam Shams [al-Din] al-Ramli said iy 4° 
commentary on al Minhaj- Thy 


the nary, 
Ati, 

aykh Ahmay 

1s book, thar 


It is best to mention the word “master” (Sayyid) because it 
consists of mentioning what we have been ordered to say 
with an addironal statement of fact, which is Proper etiquette 
(adab) Mennioning it 1s therefore superior to omitting it As 
for the hadith “Do not declare me master in your prayer.” it 
is, as some of the latter-day hadith masters have remarked, 
false and baseless 

Imam Ahmad b. Hayar {al-Haytami] said in al Jawhar 
al manazzam, “There 1s no harm in adding the phrase ‘our 
master’ (Sayyiduna) before the name Muhammad: indeed. it 
is proper etiquette toward him &, even if mentioned within 
the obligatory prayer” 


The erudite al-Qastalani said in al: Mawahtb [al laduntyya]: 


The scholars have inferred from the Prophet & that this prayer 
isthe best, since he taught his Companions sts wording after 
they asked him about it, The path of excellence. therefore. 1s 
to invoke with it This is the position thar al- Nawawi declared 
correct in hts Rawda fal talibin]. after quoting al Rafi'i who 
reported that Ibrahim al Marwazi said, “[1f someone makes 
an oath that he will send the very best prayer upon the Prophet 
&] hus oath 1s fulfilled if he says ‘© Allah, send prayers upon 
our master Muhammad and the Family of Muhammad cach 
time the people of remembrance remember You, and cach 
ume the heedless forget to remember You.” Al-Nawawi said. 
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. that he deduced that from the fact that al-Shafi't 
A this wording in the opening address of his Epistle 
a. pial) but with the phrase ‘are heedless’ mstead of ‘forget™ 
¢ Qadi Husayr said (as al-Baghawt quoted), “The path 
fexcellence is for one to say ‘O Allah, send prayers upon 
Muhammad as he merits and as befit him.” Were one to 
ther all of these together and recite the prayer as it s in 
ye hadith and then add to tt the wording of al-Shafi'i and 
Gadi Husayn it would be more comprehensive Were 1t said 
thar one should combine all of the sound narrations and use 
them as a single formula of remembrance to attain the path 
of excellence then that would be good 





AJ-Barizi said, “As I see it, the way of excellence is attained 
when one says ‘O Allah, send the best of Your prayers upon 
Muhammad and the Family of Muhammad, by the number of the 
objects of Your knowledge.’ for this [wording] is more emphatic 


and superior.” 
Al-Majd the Linguist [al- Fayruzabadi] quoted one scholar 


who said. 


Ifa person were to swear an oath that he will send the most 
superior prayer upon the Prophet & he should say “O Allah, 
send prayers upon our master Muhammad and upon every 
Prophet, angel. and saint. by the number of every even and 
odd thing; by the number of the blessed and perfect words 
of our Lord.” 


He then said: 


It is reported from another scholar that one should say “O 
Allah, send prayers and peace upon Muhammad, Your servant 
and Prophet and Messenger, the Primordial Prophet, and 
upon his Family and wives and progeny—by the number 
of Your creation, Your good-pleasure, the weight of Your 
Throne, and the ink of Your words.” Other scholars have 
preferred other wordings, such as “O Allah. send prayers 
“pon our master Muhammad and the Family of our master 
Muhammad, evertastingly abiding by Your everlastingness.” 
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Others have preferred “O Allah, Lord of Muh, 
the Family of Muhammad! Send Prayers upon : 
and the Family of Muhammad, and reward Mites ammad 
Allah send prayers and peace upon him) as befits ened ( 

these wordings show that there is ample room fede. Allop 
prayers upon the Prophet, whether in addition dake 
and they are not restricted to particular wor, dite TACtign 
Nevertheless, as we mentioned earlier, the wordin times 
learned from the Prophet & are superior and mee eee 

ect 


ammaq i 
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PRAYER TWO 


Imam al-Nawawi 's'4 preferred method 
of sending prayers upon the Prophet & 


end prayers upon Muhammad, Your servant 


Jah, 
ren the Primordial Prophet's, and send prayers 
on the Family of Muhammad and his wives and progeny, 


You have sent prayers upon Ibrahim and upon the 
Family of Ibrahim; and bless Muhammad the Primordial 
Prophet and the Family of Muhammad and his wives 
and progeny. just as you have blessed Ibrahim and the 
Family of Ibrahim in all the worlds, verily You are the 

Praiseworthy, the Glorious. 


just as 


o_o 


Imam Muhyi al-Din al- Nawawi & said in al-Adhkar, “This prayer 
is superior to all other prayers besides it, as it is found in the Sahih 
collections of al- Bukhari and Muslim, may Allah be pleased with 
them both.” 
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PRAYER THREE 


Imam Ibn Hajar al-Haytami’s'* preferred 
method of sending prayers upon the Prophet & 


O Allah, send prayers upon Muhammad, Your servant 
and Messenger, the Primordial Prophet, and send prayers 
upon the Family of Muhammad and upon his wives the 
Mothers of the Believers, and upon his progeny and 
Household, just as You sent prayers upon Ibrahim and 
the Family of {brahim in the worlds, verily You are the 
Praiseworthy, the Glorious. And bless Muhammad, Your 
servant and Messenger, the Primordial Prophet, and bless 
the Family of Muhammad and his wives the Mothers of 
the Believers, and his progeny and Household, just as 
You blessed Ibrahim and the Family of Ibrahim in all the 
worlds, verily You are the Praiseworthy, the Glorious— 
as befits the greatness of his honor and perfection, and 
Your good-pleasure with him, and what You love and are 
pleased with for him; [a prayer] that abides forever and 
eternity, by the number of the objects of Your Knowledge. 
the ink of Your words, Your divine good-pleasure, and the 
weight of Your Throne; the most superior of prayers and 
their most perfect and complete; each time the people of 
remembrance remember You and him, and each time the 
people of heedlessness are heedless of Your remembrance 
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_and send abundant salutations of peace upon 


aie likewise, and also upon us 


ee ead 


mentioned by the erudite Ibn Hajar al-Haytami 


‘ as 
ast pe al- munazsam. After citing it he said: 
in 


chered within it all of the narrated wordings as well as 

her wordings derived by a group [of scholars], each of whom 
si d that his wording was the most superior because it 
eee all of the narrated wordings. I have explained in 
Wer al mandud that this wording gathers all of those prayers 
ad surpasses them by gathering much more—so send 
soundest prayers with it while standing before the noble 
: rson of the Prophet [#]; nay, send abundant prayers with 
F anweseicolys for if you do then you will have used all of 
the reported wordings of the closing testimony (tashahhud) of 


the prayer, and more. 


1 ga 
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PRAYER FOUR 


A prayer upon the Prophet & taught by the 
Prophet & himself and transmitted by Imam al: Sharan 


O Allah, send prayers upon Muhammad the Pri 
Prophet, and upon the Family of Muhammad, just as 
You have sent prayers upon Ibrahim and upon the 
Family of Ibrahim: and bless Muhammad the Primordial 
Prophet and the Family of Muhammad, just as you have 
blessed {brahim and the Family of [brahim; verily You 
are the Praiseworthy, the Glorious. And extend mercy to 
Muhammad and the Family of Muhammad, just as You 
extended mercy to Ibrahim and the Family of Ibrahim, 
verily You are the Praiseworthy, the Glorious. © Allah, 
show divine tenderness to Muhammad and the Family 
of Muhammad, just as You showed divine tenderness to 
Ibrahim and the Family of Ibrahim: verily You are the 
Praiseworthy, the Glorious. O Allah, send salutations of 
peace upon Muhammad and the Family of Muhammad. 
just as You sent salutations of peace upon Ibrahim and the 
Family of Ibrahim, verily You are the Praiseworthy, the 
Glorious. 


Mordial 


ethene nememememememmennaminal 


2 


jy sha'rani said in Kashf al ghumma, “The Prophet & would 
joa 2°> ou send prayers upon me, say..’--and he would 
huis pout prayer.” Then al-Sha'rani said, “The Prophet 
see was how these prayers were transmitted to me by 
asad “That was how these prayers were transmitted 
o Mika’il And Mika’il said “That was how these prayers 
qsmitted fo Me by the Lord of Might, Exalted is His 
y”_-50 whoever sends prayers upon me using these words, 
ie awitness for him on the Day of Resurrection and | shall 
{ Ped 
wnereede ae al-Shifa traced this narration back to‘Alib al- 
(Qa ise narrated it on the authority of his father al- Husayn, 
Sate dir on the authority of [his father] Ali b. Abi Talib &. 
wl 
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PRAYER FIVE 


Another prayer upon the Prophet 
taught by the Prophet himself 


O Allah, send prayers upon Muhammad and bestow 
him the Station of Proximity to You on the Day of 
Resurrection. 


Oe 


In the commentaries on Dala'il [al-khayrat] this prayer is traced to 
the compilations of al-Tabarani, Ahmad, al- Bazzar, and Ibn Aby 
‘Asim. The narration of this prayer comes through Ruwayfi'b 
Thabit al-Ansari, who reported “The Messenger of Allah & said 
“Whoever says “O Allah, send prayers upon Muhammad and 
bestow him the Station of Proximity to You,” my intercession 
becomes incumbent for him.” [bn Kathir said, “Its chain of 
transmission is sound (hasan).” In another version it is worded 
“the Seat of Proximity to You.” Imam al-Sha'rani mentioned 
this prayer in his Kashj al ghumma with the wording “the Seat of 
Proximity to You on the Day of Resurrection.” 


114 


PRAYER SIX 


Another prayer upon the Prophet & 
transmitted by Imam al-Sha'rani 


O Allah, send prayers upon the Soul of Muhammad among 
the souls, upon his body among bodies, and upon his grave 
among graves. 


oOo 


Imam al-Sha‘rani said: 

The Prophet & would say, “Whosoever invokes with this 
prayer shall see me in his dream; whosoever sees me in his 
dream shall see me on the Day of Resurrection; whosoever sees 
meon the Day of Resurrection shall receive my intercession; 
and whosoever receives my intercession shall drink from my 
Pond (Hawd) and Allah shall make his body forbidden to the 
Hellfire.” 


The commentators on Dalai! al-khayrat also mention this 
narration, bur with the addition “Whoever invokes with this 
prayer seventy times...” This narration is reported on the authority 
of al-Fakahani. 

Tonce tried this prayer by invoking with it just before going 
tosleep, and when | fell asleep 1 saw the Prophet's sublime face 
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& upon the moon and I began to address him till Reais 

within the moon | ask Allah Most Tremendous, by the, Sheq 
the Prophet (may prayers and salutations of peace be dioek of 
to attain all of the other blessings that the Prophet & Bsc im) 
this noble hadith to those who invoke with this pr. yeti Sed in 
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PRAYER SEVEN 


Another prayer upon the Prophet & 
transmitted by Imam al-Sha'rani 


O Allah, send prayers upon Muhammad and the Family 
of Muhammad among the first and the last and in the 
Supreme Assembly until the Day of Judgment. 





oo ee <> 


Imam al-Sha‘rani said: 

Aman once came to the Messenger of Allah & while he was 
sitting inside the Mosque and said, “Peace be upon you, O 
people of lofty honor and towering generosity!” The Prophet 
& then sat the man between himself and Abu Bakr &. Those 
present were surprized to see the Messenger of Allah & give 
the man a seat of honor in the front, so the Messenger of Allah 
& said, “Jibril x informed me that this man had sent a prayer 
upon me that had never been invoked upon me by anyone else 
before him.” Abu Bakr asked, “How did he invoke prayer, 
© Messenger of Allah?” The Messenger of Allah replied by 
mentioning this prayer. 
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PRAYER EIGHT 


Another prayer upon the Prophet # 
transmitted by Imam al-Sha‘ranj 


O Allah, send Prayers upon Muhammad and the F. 


Muhammad-~a Prayer that is pleasing to You ie ty 
fulfills his right--and grant him the Wasila and the Stath 


that You have promised him. 


———0e-—______. 


This prayer was mentioned by Imam al-Sha'rani. He said, “The 
Prophet # said, “My intercession is incumbent for anyone who 
invokes with this prayer.” 
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PRAYER NINE 
A prayer upon the Prophet & related 
by the Companion Abu Sa‘id al-Khudri &'8 


O Allah, send prayers upon Muhammad, Your servant and 
Messenger, and send prayers upon the believing men and 
women and the submitting (Muslim) men and women. 


ee > 





Imam al-Sha‘rani said, “The Prophet & said, ‘Any Muslim 
man who is without [means to give] charity should say in his 
supplication “O Allah, send prayers upon Muhammad, Your 
servant and Messenger, and send prayers upon the believing men 
and women and Muslim men and women,” for it is a Zakat, and a 
believer is never sated with goodness until his end is in Paradise.” 
This prayer, excluding the final phrase [“never sated...”]. was 
mentioned in the commentary on Dala'ilal-khayrat, whose author [al- 
‘Adawi] said, “This hadith was narrated by a number of compilers 
on the authority of Abu Sa‘id al-Khudri &.” 
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PRAYER TEN 


A prayer upon the Prophet & related by Khidr ase 


May Allah send prayers upon Muhammad 


ne 


Imam al- Sha'rani said 


The Prophet & said, “Whosoever invokes with this Prayer, 
as 
opened for himself seventy doors of mercy, and Allah will cast 
love for him in the hearts of people, such that no one hates 
him except a person in whose heart is hypocrisy ” Our Shaykh 
[Ah al: Khawwas] & said. “We have narrated this hadith and 
the one preceding 1”? from some of the gnostics, who in turn 
related it on the authority of Khidr <2. who reported tt from 
the Prophet # According co us, both are authentic and at the 
highest levels of authenticity, even if the hadith scholars did 
not affirm them according to the dictates of their science” 
And Allah knows best 
This is supported by what al-Sakhawi quoted from Majd 
al-Din al-Fayruzabadi, the author of the dictionary al cQamus 
[af muhit], who reported with his chain of transmission to tam 
al Samarqand who said, “I heard Khidr and [Prophet] tyas 
(peace be upon them and our Prophet) say. ‘We heard the 
Messenger of Allah & say, “There is no believer who says May 
Allah send prayers upon Muhammad except that people will come to 
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? hated him before that By Allah, they will 
Gated Hah (Exalted and Sublime is He) loves 
& say on the pulpit, “Whosoever 
Muhammad has opened for himself 


bm 
velo hum until A 


1 We also heard him 
hi ay Allok send prayers upon 
ste doors of mercy” 
seven fiz al-Sakhawi also quoted the same chain of 

al-Ha to Imam al-Samarqandi who said, “[ also heard 
rans as say that there was a Prophet from the Children 
Khadr and | iB Samuel whom Allah had granted victory over 
of Israel ne ine day he went out in pursuit of one of his 
his eee the people said, ‘This man is a sorcerer who has 
ee gil our eyes or lay ruin to our armies! Let us drive 
ane the sea and vanquish him!" Samuel, along with forty 
nee were pushed back to the sea shore. His men cried, 
Lee oe going to do now?’ Samuel replied, ‘Brandish your 
oe and say May Allah send prayers upon Muhammad!’ When his 
aa brandished their weapons and uttered the invocation, 
eres [in the ensuing clash] their enemies were pushed 
back into the sea and every last man among them drowned.” 

Al-Hafiz al-Sakhawi also narrated that a man from the 
Levant went to the Prophet # and said, “O Messenger of 
Allah! My father is an elderly man and he would love to see 
you.” The Prophet replied, “Bring him to me.” The man said, 
“But he 1s blind, unable to see.” The Prophet then said, “Tell 
him to say for seven nights May Allah send prayers upon Muhammad, 
for then he shall see me in his dream and relate [to others] his 
conversation with me.” The man did as instructed and saw [the 
Prophet &] in his dream and related his conversation with him. 
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PRAYER ELEVEN 
A prayer upon the Prophet & related 
by the Companion Anas b. Malik &» 


O Allah, send prayers and peace upon Muhammad aiid 
Family. is 


+ en ~ 





In the commentaries on Dalail al-khayrat there is the followin 

*Ustadh Abu Bakr Muhammad Jabr narrated on the authority i 
Anasb. Malik & who reported that the Prophet & said, “Whosoever 
says ‘O Allah, send prayers and peace upon Muhammad andhis 
Family’ while standing will be forgiven before he sits down, andif 
he says it while sitting he will be forgiven before he stands up ™ 
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PRAYER TWELVE 


Another prayer upon the Prophet & 
transmitted by the Prophet & himself 


O Allah. O Lord of Muhammad and the Family of 
Muhammad! Send prayers upon Muhammad and the 
Family of Muhammad, and grant Muhammad the [lofty] 
rank and the Wasila in Paradise. O Allah, O Lord of 
Muhammad and the Family of Muhammad! Reward 
Muhammad (may Allah send prayers and peace upon him) 

as befits him. 


~_ eos - 





Shaykh al-‘Adawi said in his commentary on Dalaiil [al-khayrar], 
“Imam al-Saja'i commented, ‘Our Shaykh al- Malawwi mentioned 
that the Prophet & said that whosoever of his Umma enters the 
moming or evening time and says this prayer, he will tire out 
seventy recording angels for one thousand days [busy writing its 
rewards], and he and his parents will be forgiven.” 

In his commentary {on Dalail al-khayrat}, al-Fasi said that this 
was mentioned ina raised (marfu’) report by Jabr, on the authority 
of Jabir b. ‘Abdullah &. He went on to mention great merits for 
this prayer and ascribed them to the book al- Sharaf. Al- Tabarani 
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recorded this in [al Muam) al kabir and in [at Mujan) 
a weak chain, on the authority of Ibn ‘Abbas % i 4154 
that the Messenger of Allah & said, “Whosoove, . o Pores 
reward Muhammad on our behalf with what he ai : May Ally 
will tire our seventy recording angels for one thousand aoe he 
was also recorded by Abu Nu‘aym in Hilya {al avy ays Th, 
Shaykh al-‘Adawi quoted al- Hafiz al-Sakhaw; an 
the words of Majd al Fayruzabadi “Ifa person ven © tel 
oath to send the most superior prayer upon the ree 
should say ‘O Allah, O Lord of Muhammad and ae 
Muhammad! Send prayers upon Muhammad and the amily of 
Muhammad, and reward Muhammad (may Allah amily op 


Ss 
and peace upon him) as befits him.” end Prayer, 


Wie 


‘ated 
SWear an 
hers 
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PRAYER THIRTEEN 


A prayer upon the Prophet & 
transmitted by Imam al- Ghazal? 


OAllah, send prayers upon Muhammad, Your servant and 
Prophet, the Primordial Prophet. 


O_o 


[mam al-Ghazali said in Ihya’ ['ulum al-din] 


The Prophet & said, “Whosoever sends eighty prayers upon 
me on a Friday, he will be forgiven eighty years’ worth of 
sins.” The Companions asked, “© Messenger of Allaht How 
afe prayers sent upon you?” He & replied, “You should say. 
‘O Allah, send prayers upon Muhammad, Your servant and 
Prophet, the Primordial Prophet,’ counting that as one.” 


Shaykh al-"Adawi quoted from one of the gnosties who cited 
the words of the knower of Allah, Abu al-’ Abbas al-Mursi &, who 
said that "Whosoever persists in sending this prayer” meaning 
the prayer O Allah, send prayers and peace upon our master Muhammad, Your 
servant and Prophet and Messenger, the Primordial Prophet, and upon his Family 
and Companions — fifty times each day and night, he will not die until 
heis united with the Prophet in a wakeful state” 
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Shaykh al-"Adawi also quoted from Im: 
in his work Bustan al fugara’ that the Prophet & wa: 
said that whosoever sends this Prayer upon hi “Ported to 
times on a Friday will behold his Lord on that car One thousany 
will behold his Prophet, or he will behold his 12. ™*8-ork 
fe : he does not behold them he should sense se Paradis 

im for two consecutive Fridays, o: Tayer 

Fridays. Ys. or for three or five cOniecun 

In another narration of this prayer there j 
wording “and upon his Family and Compan 
peace.” 

In the Ghunya of the Lordly Pole (al-Quth al. 
‘Abd al-Qadir al-Jilani, these isa sai ie a md Master 
al-A‘raj, who reported from Abu Hurayra &: BMority of 


“Th 
Allah & said, ‘Whosoever offers two units of cae Messenge; of 


evening and recites in each unit the Opening of sale oe 
al-Fatiha] and the Verse of the Throne once each, ie 
(Say, "He is Allah, the One...” [Sura al-Ikhlas} fifteen times, and iN 
says one thousand times at the conclusion of his prayer 0 Alli - 
prayers upon Muhammad the Primordial Prophet—if he does that then he 
shall see me in his dream, and the following Friday will not arrive 
except thar he will have seen me. Lo, whosoever sees me then 
Paradise is his, and his past and future sins shall all be forgiven" 


am al-Yagi, Who sa, 
id 
ha, 


is the addition 
ions, along with 
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PRAYER FOURTEEN 


A prayer upon the Prophet & 


transmitted by Shaykh Hasan al-‘Adawi 


ah, send prayers upon Muhammad and upon the 


All 
4 Family and Household of Muhammad. 


oo 


Shaykh al-“Adawi quoted this prayer from Ahmad b Musa, who 
related it on the authority of his father. who related it on the 
authority of his grandfather, who said, “Whoever says this [prayer} 
one hundred times each day, Allah will fulfill one hundred of his 
needs—thirty of which will be worldly needs.” 

Ibn Hajar al- Haytami said in al Sawaig al-mubriga, “It is narrated 
on the authority of Ja’far b. Muhammad, on the authority of 
Jabir in a marfi' (raised) tradition, that ‘Whosoever sends prayers 
upon Muhammad and upon his Household, Allah will fulfill one 
hundred of his needs—seventy of which are in the Hereafter.” 
Shaykh al-Saja‘i commented that its wording is “O Allah, send 
prayers upon our master Muhammad and upon the Family and 
Household of our master Muhammad.” 
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PRAYER FIFTEEN 


Another prayer upon the Prophet & 
transmitted by Shaykh Hasan al-Adawi 


O Allah, send prayers upon Muhammad among the first 
send prayers upon Muhammad among the last. send 
prayers upon Muhammad among the Prophets; send 

prayers upon Muhammad among the Messengers, and send 
prayers upon Muhammad among the Supreme Assembly 
until the Day of Judgment. 


rt 


Shaykh al-'Adawi quoted al-Saja‘i who said, “Said b. ‘Utand 
related that ‘Whoever invokes with this prayer three times 
when entering the evening and three times when entering the 
morning, his sins will be obliterated, his misdeeds will be effaced, 
his happiness will endure, his prayers will be answered, his wishes 
will be granted, and he will be helped against his foes.” 
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PRAYER SIXTEEN 


A prayer upon the Prophet & from Imam ‘Ali 
rransmitted by Qadi ‘Iyad*® in his al-Shifa 


verily allah and His angels send prayers upon the Prophet O you who 
believe! Send prayers upon him and salute him with abundant greetings of 
peace, p O Allah, my Lord. I respond to Your call and am 
at Your service! May abundant prayers from Allah the 
Compassionate and Merciful, and from the angels brought 
nigh. and from the Prophets and the Truthful and the 
martyrs and the righteous, and indeed from everything that 
glorifies You. O Lord of the Worlds, be upon our master 
Muhammad son of ‘Abdullah—the Seal of the Prophets, 
the master of the Emissaries sent forth, the leader of the 
God-conscious folk, the Messenger of the Lord of the 
Worlds, the Witness, the Bringer of glad tidings, the Caller 
unto You with Your permission, the Luminous Lamp. And 
may salutations of peace be upon him. 


> See Oma > 





This prayer is mentioned in the Shifa [of Qadi ‘Iyad] on the 
authority of our master ‘Ali b. Abi Talib &. Shaykh al-Adawi, 
in his commentary on Dalail al kiayrat, quoted [al-Qastalani] who 
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said in his al Mawahib al-ladunfyya that Shaykh Zayn al-Din 4 
Husayn al-Maraghi mentioned this prayer in his besie al 
al-nusra and said, “It is reported thar when the Prophet % Tabi 
away and the people wanted fo pray over him they did a 
what to say, so they asked Ibn Mas‘ud and he told them + No. 
‘Ali, whereupon he uttered this formula of prayer.” © ask 
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PRAYER SEVENTEEN 


the Prophet & transmitted by Qadt ‘Iyad in 
“a ed Imam al-Jazuli?’ in his Dalai al-khayrat 


O Allah Leveller of the plains and Creator of the heavenly 
aaoke Grant Your noble prayers, Your ever-expanding 
blessings. and the tenderness of Your divine affection to 
our master Muhammad, Your servant and Messenger—the 

opener of what was closed, the seal of what has preceded, 

the promulgator of the truth by the Truth [Allah], the 
pulveriser of the legions of falsehoods; who was tasked with 
responsibilities that he dutifully discharged in compliance 
with Your command and in full obedience to You; who is 
ever-ready to please You, ever heedful of Your revelation, 
always upholding Your covenant, and constant in carrying 

out Your command, so that by kindling a brand for the 

seeker, the favors of Allah reach the seeker’s 
family because of him. 


Through him hearts were guided after being immersed in 
discord and sin, He made splendorous the clear signs, the 
luminous rulings, and the beacons of Islam—for he is Your 
trustworthy and trusted, the treasure-store of Your hidden 
knowledge, and Your witness on the Day of Judgment, and 
the one whom You have sent as a grace— Your Messenger 

in truth sent as a mercy. 
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€O Allah, grant him wide expanse in Your a 
and reward him with good from Your bounty he nf 
many times over--goodly, not loathsome - fron ‘ 
tnumph of Your ceward and Your generous fe ie 


Eden 
Plie, 
the ‘ 
Owal, 
O Allah, exalt his way over all the ways of , 
ennoble his place of return and his station with y 
complete for him his light, and reward him, fro ou, 
time You have sent him ull evermore, with en at 
testumony and well-pleasing words —he of fair ¢ et 
line of demarcation [between truth and falschood] ae 
fe a 


mighty proof! 
re ee 


Mankind. 


This prayer was mentioned by Qadi ‘Iyad in the sh 
in Dalaif al khayrat, al-Qastalani in al Mawahtb al ladun ya. and ot 
Al-Qastalant said, “Salama al-Kindi reported that “AR ie 
ennoble his countenance) used to teach people this supplica lah 
Another narration has it, He used to teach people pela oe 
the Messenger of Allah # and would say “O Allah, reine 
the plains ..”” 0 

Shaykh al-‘Adawi said, “This prayer was mentioned in " 
Shifa on the authority of Salama al-Kindi, who reported it from 
‘Ali & It was recorded by al-Tabarani in [al-Mujam] al awsat and 
Ibn Abi Shayba in al Musannaf, both on the authority of Sa'idh 
Mansur from ‘Ali &.” 


fa, al-Jazut 
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PRAYER EIGHTEEN 


A prayer upon the Prophet & related 
by the Companion Abdullah b, Mas'ud &* 


send Your prayers, mercy. and blessings upon the 
the Emissaries, the leader of the God-conscious 
folk, the Seal of the Prophets, Your servant and Messenger, 
the leader of goodness, the commander leading [others] to 
goodness, the Messenger of mercy! O Allah, grant him the 
Praiseworthy Station over which the first 

and the last will envy him. 


O Allah. 


master of 


—— er —_____o 


Imam al-Sha‘rani said, “Abdullah b. Mas‘ud said, ‘When you send 
prayers upon the Messenger of Allah & do it well, for perhaps 
it will be presented to him...” then he mentioned this prayer.” 
My master, the knower of Allah, Sayyid Mustafa al- Bakr, also 
mentioned this prayer in his commentary on the Munfarija Ode of 
Imam al-Ghazali, though his chain of transmission for it goes all 
the way to the Prophet # and not to ‘Abdullah b. Mas‘ud. He said, 
“There are over ninety hadiths concerning the virtues of sending 
prayers and peace upon the Imam of the God-conscious, the 
standard of certitude, the Master of the Emissaries, and leader of 
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those whose limbs are radiant from ablution [6] 
is When you send prayers upon me, do it well ; One of 
know. perhaps it will be presented to me. So say for you go em 
Your prayers and blessings upon the Master ont ie) Allah a 
leader of the God-conscious folk, the Seal 9 Fthe psn . 
servant and Messenger, the leader of goodness poPhets, Yo e 
Jeading [others] to goodness, the Imam of mere : ie COmmant. 
him the Praiseworthy Station over which nee 10) Allah * er 
will envy him” Tst and the ih 
Itseems, therefore, that Ibn Mas‘ud & was relati ast 
from the Prophet & but it was ascribed to him. ating this Prag 
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PRAYER NINETEEN 


A prayer upon the Prophet & related 
by the Companion Abdullah b. “Umar 8° 


O Allah. send prayers upon Muhammad and the Family 
of Muhammad until nothing of prayers remain, extend 
mercy to Muhammad and the Family of Muhammad 
until nothing of mercy remains; bless Muhammad and the 
Family of Muhammad until nothing of blessing remains, 
and send salutations of peace upon Muhammad and the 
Family of Muhammad until nothing of peace remains. 


——— rr 


Al Fasi said, “This prayer was mentioned by Jabr on the authority 
of Ibn ‘Umar & in a raised (marfu’) report which described an 
immense virtue and benefit for the one who said it in the presence 
of the Prophet &.”° 
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PRAYER TWENTY 


Another prayer upon the Prophet & transmitted 
by Imam al-Ghazali in Thya’ ‘ulum al-din 


O Allah, grant Your virtuous prayers, Your ever-expand; 
blessings, Your noble purifications, and Your tenderness 
mercy, and affection to Muhammad—the master oh s, 

Emissaries and the leader of the God-conscious folk if 
Seal of the Prophets, the Messenger of the Lord of the 
Worlds, the commander of goodness, the opener of y 


irtu 
the Prophet of mercy, and the master of the Um 


ima! 

O Allah, grant him the Praiseworthy Station in which You 
increase his proximity [to You]. and which brings to him 
the coolness of his eyes and makes him 
the envy of the first and the last. 


O Allah, grant him the supreme favor, grace, honor, Wasila, 
lofty degree, and highly esteemed position. 


O Allah, grant our master Muhammad his request, fulfill 
his hope, and make him the first intercessor and the first 
whose intercession is accepted. O Allah, strengthen his 
proof, make his Scale weighty, make his proof shine. and 
elevate his degree above the stations of those brought 
near O Allah, resurrect us in his company and make us 
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who receive his intercession, cause us co live our 
of those ding to his Sunna, and take our lives while we 
jives accor his religion, bring us to his Pond and grant us 
are following ss Cup — suffering neither disgrace nor regret 
dank sie and without altering {his way] or being causes 
not saree of discord—amin, O Lord of the Worlds! 
or 


———— a 


af-Ghazali said in his thya'‘ulum al-din, after mentioning this 
Imam d the one before it, “If one wishes to increase upon that he 
prayer an nition the following prayer that has been transmitted...” 
deals shit Imam al-Ghazali & chose this wording shows that 
care one of the best formulas of prayer upon the Prophet 
~ A ee of the greatest of them in reward. Al-Hafiz al-‘Iraqi 
fl a his analysis of the hadith traditions of the thya’, “The hadith 
* - says ‘O Allah, grant Your virtuous prayers " has been 
vended by Ibn Abi “Asim in Kitab al saat ala al Nabi & from the 
badith of Ibn Mas'‘ud.” 
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PRAYER TWENTY-ONE 


Another prayer upon the Prophet & transmitteg 
by Imam al-Ghazali in thya’‘ulum al- din 


O Allah, send prayers upon Muhammad and the Famil 
of Muhammad— with a prayer that pleases You and : 
thar fulfills his right—and grant him the Wasila and the 
Praiseworthy Station You have promised him; and reward 
him on our behalf as befits him, and reward him with the 
best You have ever rewarded a Prophet on behalf of his 
nation. And send prayers upon him and upon all of his 
brethren from the Prophets and the righteous, O Most 
Merciful of the Merciful! 


This prayer was also mentioned by Imam al-Ghazali in the tha 
It is recommended to read it seven times on Friday. It has been 
related from some authorities that whoever says this prayer seven 
times for seven Fridays in a row, the Prophet's intercession will 
be incumbent for him. 
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PRAYER TWENTY-TWO 


A prayer upon the Prophet & 
transmitted by al-Hasan al-Basri 


© Allah, send prayers upon Muhammad and upon his 
Family, Companions. children, wives, progeny, household, 
in-laws, helpers, followers, and lovers from his Umma—and 
with us along with them entirely, O Most 
Merciful of the Merciful! 


= Sateen aaa > 





This prayer was mentioned in the Shifa from al- Hasan al- Basri. 
He said, “Whosoever wishes to drink from the fullest cups at 
the Pond of the Chosen One (al-Mustafa) & then let him invoke 
with this prayer.” 
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PRAYER TWENTY-THREE 


A prayer upon the Prophet & transmitted by Majd al. Diy 
al-Fayruzabadi™, said to fulfill the oath of one who swears 
to invoke the very best prayer upon the Prophet & 


O Allah, send prayers and greetings of peace upon our 
master Muhammad, Your servant and Prophet and 
Messenger, the Primordial Prophet ~and upon his Family, 
wives, and progeny ~by the number of Your creation, 
Your good-pleasure, the weight of Your Throne, and the 
ink of Your words. 


Shaykh al-‘Adawi quoted al-Hafiz al- Sakhawi, who quoted from 
al-Majd al-Fayruzabadi (who quoted from others) that “Ifa 
person were to swear an oath to send the most superior prayer 
upon the Prophet # he should say this prayer.” 

The commentators on Dalai al-khayrat mention that this 
formula of prayer is taken from the hadith in Sahih Muslin about 
the glorifications (tasbih) of Juwayriya b. al- Harith, Mother of the 
Believers &. The Prophet & was with her before leaving for the 
Dawn Prayer. When he left she was uttering glorifications of 
Allah] and when he returned at the time of forenoon she was still 
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_ a gnd uttering glorifications He said to her,“You are in the 
geting ndition you were when I left you.” She replied, “Yes” He 
after if left] you 1 said four phrases three times. which, 
sai eee weighted against all that you have said since the start 
aia they would outweigh them. They are: Glorified and exalted 
of the 7 - Him isall praise ~by the number of His creation, His g00d pleasure, 
‘ a of His Throne and the ink of His words.” (This hadith was also 
he pit by the compilers of the Sunan collections). 

oat al-‘Adawi said: 

iis on the basis of this hadith that some [scholars] have 
maintained that rewards are multiplied and increased for 

the one who invokes prayers by those numbers. It is also 
said that the rewards are written for that person but without 

the multiplication, and that all of this varies according to 
sircumstances arid people. The former view was supported 

by Iman al-Tilmisani because of the explicitly clear hadith 

in Sahih Muslim (mentioned above). 
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PRAYER TWENTY-FOUR 


The Thousandfold Prayer upon the Prophet & 
transmitted by Abu al-Abbas Ahmad al-Hajiri as 


O Allah, send prayers upon our master Muhammad, the 
ha’ of mercy (rahma), the two mims of the kingdom (mulk) 
the dal of everlastingness (dawam)*—the perfect master, the 
Opener and the Seal—by the number of past and future 
things as they are in Your knowledge, each time the people 
of remembrance remember You and him, and each time 
the heedless neglect to remember You and him; a prayer 
everlasting by Your everlastingness, endless by Your 
endlessness, boundless apart from Your knowledge. Indeed 

You have power over all things. 


i oo 


Shaykh al-Fasi recorded in his commentary on Dala'f al khayrat from 
his grandfather Shaykh Yusuf al-Fasi, from the pious saint Abu 
al--Abbas Ahmad al-Hajiri &, that this prayer is equal to one 
thousand good deeds. Shaykh Ahmad al- Hajiri said, “It reached 
me that whoever sends a prayer upon the Prophet & with this 
formula will have ten good deeds. Later a person saw the Prophet 
& in his dream and said to him, ‘O Prophet of Allah! Will the 
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sends this prayer upon you have ten good d, 

person oe Prophet # replied, ‘Nay. rather [it cool tie 

they # and for each prayer there are ten good deeds, and a good 

ee ‘multiplied tenfold.” 

ke pious Shaykh Abu al- Hasan ‘Ali al-Madarisi teported 
vais fo ula is known as the Thousandfold Prayer (al Salat 

- ) and that he quoted it from the pious saint ‘Abdullah b. 

dal Fe arabulsi, who reported that he quoted it from Shaykh 

reeen db. ‘Abdullah al-Zaytuni, who said that he received 


ir from over twenty shaykhs. 
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PRAYER TWENTY-FIVE 


A prayer upon the Prophet & transmitted 
by Shaykh Abu Abdullah al-Nu‘man +s 


O Allah, send prayers and greetings of peace upon ou; 
master Muhammad, whose heart You filled with Your 
Majesty and whose eye you filled with Your Beauty, and 
who thus became joyful, supported and victorious ~and 
upon his Family and Companions, and all praise is due to 
Allah, the Lord of the Worlds! 





oo ere > 


Shaykh al-'Adawi quoted from al-Damiri’s commentary on 
al Minhaj, who said that Shaykh Abu ‘Abdullah b. al-Nu'man 
(Allah have mercy upon him) saw the Messenger of Allah & 
one hundred times in his dreams. In the final dream he said, "0 
Messenger of Allah! What is the most superior praycr upon you” 
The Messenger of Allah # said to him, “Say O Allah, send prayersand 
greetings of peace upon our master Muhammad, whose heart You filled with Your 
majesty and whose eyes You filled with Your beauty, and who thus became joyful 
supported and victorious... 
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PRAYER TWENTY-SIX 


The Prayer of Rescue (al-Salat al- Munjiyya) 
transmitted by Shaykh Musa al-Darir &*° 


ah, send upon our master Muhammad a prayer by 
You deliver us from all terrors and blemishes, and 
h You fulfill for us every need; and by which You 
purify us from every sin; and by which You raise us to 
the loftiest of degrees in Your Presence, and by which 
You cause us to attain to the furthest gains in all forms of 
goodness, in this life and after death! 


oO Alt 
which 
by whic 


a; anemmed 


In the commentary on Dalail al-khayrat there is a narration from 
al-Hasan b. ‘Ali al- Aswani who said, “Whosoever invokes with 
this prayer one thousand times for the relief of every adversity 
and tribulation, Allah will deliver him from them and cause him 
to attain his wishes. 

Al-Fakahani reported that the righteous Shaykh Musa al- Darir 
said, “] was once riding upon a ship in the sea and we were assailed 
by a powerful tempest they had called the Capsizer (al iglabiyya) 
and which seldom left behind survivors who did not drown. As 
we were battling against the fierce winds | was overcome by sleep 
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In my sleep I saw the Prophet & and he said to — 
passengers in the ship to say the following one thousand ell 
C Allah, send upon our master Muhammad a prayer by which You deliv, 2 
all terrors and blemishes, and by which You fulfil for US EVErY need. ay, 
You purif as from every sin, and by which You raise us to the loftiestg 
Your Presence: and by which You cause us to attain to the furthest Bains ing 

ess, n ths life and after death! When I had awoken | tol : 
passengers what I had seen, and by the time we had - 
supplication three hundred times, the tempest ~by the 
of prayers upon the Prophet &—had settled,” 

Sayyid Muhammad Effendi ‘Abidin said in his thabar 


the 
i 
5 from 
d by Whig 
degrees ii 
UL form of 
he Other 
Cited the 


blessing, 


The erudite hadith master Ahmad al-' Utaridi Mentioned th 

Prayer of Deliverance in his thabat. At the end of ithe said by e 

al-‘Arifal-Akbar” added to it the phrase at 
“- ii 


ANG Goel 255 
*O Most Merciful of the Merciful, O Allah.” 


Some of the Shaykhs have said that anyone who invokes 
with this prayer one thousand times during an adversity 
or unforeseen difficulty will be delivered by Allah from it, 
and Allah will cause him to realise his wishes. Anyone who 
invokes with this prayer frequently during the outbreak of 
a plague will be safe from it, and anyone who invokes with 
it frequently when embarking on the sea will be safe from 
drowning, Anyone who reads it five hundred times will attain 
whatever he wishes of profit and wealth, Allah y ing. Iris 
tried and tested and true for all of those situations, and Allah 
Most High knows best. 
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PRAYER TWENTY-SEVEN 


The Prayer of the Light of Resurrection 
(Salat Nur al-Qiyama) 


O Allah, send prayers upon our master Muhammad, 
the ocean of Your lights, the mine of Your secrets, the 
expressive tongue of Your proof, the bridegroom of Your 
kingdom, the Imam of those in Your Divine Presence, 
the adornment of Your dominion*, the treasure-stores of 
Your mercy”, the path of Your Law*°, the one enraptured 
by Your Divine Unity", the pupil of the eye of creation 
and cause for every existent; the choicest of Your creation 
and who preceded from Your light—a prayer that abides 
forever by Your everlastingness and remains forever by 
Your endlessness; a prayer boundless apart from Your 
knowledge and one that pleases You and by which You 
please him on our behalf, O Lord of the Worlds! 


> recent ae 2 





My master Ahmad al-Sawi and others have said that this prayer 
was found engraved on a stone by divine power, and is called the 
Prayer of the Light of Resurrection because of the great reward its 
feciter receives on the Day of Resurrection. In the commentary 
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on Dalail al-khayrat it is mentioned that some of the saints 
have said that it is equal [in reward] to fourteen thousand 
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hye} 
Prayer, 


PRAYER TWENTY-EIGHT 


Aprayer upon the Prophet & from Imam al-Shafti &” 


O Allah, send prayers upon Muhammad equal to the 
number of those who have sent prayers upon him: send 
prayers upon Muhammad equal to the number of those 
who have not sent prayers upon him; send prayers upon 

Muhammad just as You have commanded us to send 
prayers upon him; send prayers upon Muhammad just as 
You love that prayers should be sent upon him; and send 
prayers upon Muhammad just as it is befitting that prayers 

be sent upon him 
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PRAYER TWENTY-NINE 


Another prayer upon the Prophet % 
from Imam al-Shafii 


May Allah send prayers upon our Prophet Muhammad 
each time he is remembered by the People of remembrance 
and each time he is neglected by the people of heedlessness 


rrr + 


This noble prayer and the one before it are from Imam al-Shaf'i 
&. As for the first prayer, Shaykh al-‘Adawi said, “Abu al-‘Abbas 
b. Mindil has mentioned in his Tuhfat al-magasid that Imam al-Shafi 
was seen in a dream [after his death] and was asked, ‘What did 
Allah do with you?’ He replied, ‘He forgave me.’ When asked the 
reason for his forgiveness he replied, ‘Because of five phrases by 
which I would send prayers upon the Prophet &.’ And when asked 
what those words were he replied, ‘I used to say O Allah, send prayers 
upon Muhammad equal to the number of those who have sent prayers upon him...” 
As for the second prayer, it is the sound wording [ascribed to 
him]. even though it goes against some of the other wordings that 
will soon be quoted. That is because I have taken it from a copy 
of [al-Shafi'i's] al-Risala chat was transcribed from the handwritten 
copy of Imam al-Muzani, the student of our [mam al- Shafi % 
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PRAYER THIRTY 


The prayer of Shaykh Abu al-Hasan al-Karkhi 3.4 


nd prayers upon Muhammad and the Family 
of Muhammad by the measure of all that is contained 
in the world and the measure of all that is contained in 
the Hereafter; and have mercy upon Muhammad and 
the Family of Muhammad by the measure of all that 
scontained in the world and the measure of all that is 
contained in the Hereafter; and reward Muhammad 
and the Family of Muhammad by the measure of all that 
is contained in the world and the measure of all that is 
contained in the Hereafter. 


O Allah, se 


Itis mentioned in the commentary on Dalai al khayrat that this 
is the prayer of Abu al- Hasan al-Karkhi, companion of Ma‘ruf 
al-Karkhi 4 This has been quoted by several senior scholars. 
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PRAYER THIRTY-ONE 


The prayer of Shaykh ‘Abd al-Qadir al-Jilani 44s 


O Allah, send prayers upon our master Muhammad, wh 
light preceded all of creation and whose manifestation" 
is amercy to all the worlds with prayers equal to the 
number of those who have passed from Your cTeation 
and those who remain, and equal to the number of the 

felicitous and damned among them Send a prayer upon 
him that submerges all enumeration and encompasses all 
limits — a limitless, unceasing, and interminable Prayer 
everlasting by Your everlastingness, and upon his Family 
and Companions ~and send greetings of peace 
in the same manner 


The commentators on Dalai al khayrat have mentioned that ow 
master “Abd al- Qadir al-Jilant & concluded his litany with thy 
prayer. Al- Sakhawi said, “Some of the relied: upon references 
among our teachers have cited a story [behind this prayer] 
indicating that a single invocation with it is equal [in reward] 
ten thousand prayers.” Shaykh al- Adawi said in his commentan 


on Dalail al khayrat, “Shaykh Muhyi al- Din &, who was known is 


1§2 


of the Yemen. said ‘Whoever recites this Prayer ten 
orning and ten times in the evening will earn Allah's 
ene Pleasure and be safe from His chastisement, and will 
: essive and uninterrupted mercies and divine protection 
¢ and affairs will be made easy for him.” 


: unayd 
ir sm the m 
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PRAYER THIRTY-TWo 


The Prayer of the Sun of the Supreme Treasuy 
(Salat Shams al-Kans al-A‘zam) of Imam al. Chai 
(also said to be the prayer of Shaykh ‘Abd al. Qadir ‘ 
Jilani) & i 


O Allah, make the best of Your prayers, Your most 
expansive blessings, and the purest of Your benedictions j 
virtue and number always and forever upon the noblest of 
the creation from mankind and jinn—the gathering point 
of all the realities of faith*’; the Mount Tur of the divine 
theophanies of perfection": the locus of the mysteries 
of the All-Merciful*; the middle of the necklace of the 
Prophets*. the forefront of the army of the Messengers®: 
the leader of the noble prophetic cavalry; the best of 
creation entirely, the bearer of the Standard of the highest 
honor and holder of the reins of the most august glory; 
the witness to the pre-eternal secrets and lights, the 
interpreter of the pre-eternal expressions®; the well-spring 
of knowledge, forbearance, and wisdom; the manifestation 
of the universal and particular secrets of beneficence’, 
the pupil of the eye of the higher and lower worlds; the 
soul of the body of the two realms%; the essence of life in 
the two abodes; the one who has fully realized the highest 
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parks of servitude; the one who has adorned himself with 
‘ie qualities of the stations of chosenness (a! istifaiyya), the 
veatest intimate friend (Khalil) and noblest beloved. -our 
ane Muhammad, the son of ‘Abdullah, the son of ‘Abd 
Muttalib And may prayers and salutations of peace be 
pon his Family and Companions by the number of the 
ebjects in Y our knowledge and the ink of Your words — for 
very time the people of remembrance remember You 
and for every time the people of heedlessness neglect to 
remember YOu. And send upon him abundant salutations 


ce May Allah be pleased with all of the Compani 
anes of Allah's Messenger! eee 


—_§|_—_—~ae-——_____« 


My master Ahmad al -Sawi said in his commentary on the litany 
of [Shaykh Ahmad] al-Dardir that this prayer has been taken 
from the Proof of Islam (Hufat al-Islam) al-Ghazali, from al-Qutb 
al‘Aydarus, and is called the Sun of the Supreme Treasure (Shams 
aKanz al-A'zam). He said, “The heart of the one who recites this 
prayer will be shielded from the whisperings of Satan. Some have 
ascribed this prayer to the lordly Pole, my master ‘Abd al-Qadir 
al-Jilani. Whoever after praying the Night Prayer (‘Isha’) recites 
Sura al-Ikhlas and the two chapters for secking refuge [al-Falaq 
and al-Nas] and then recites this prayer upon the Prophet &, he 
will see the Prophet # in his dream.” 
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PRAYER THIRTY-THREE 


The Prayer of the Qutb, Shaykh Ahmad aLRifa' gs 


O Allah, send prayers, peace, and blessings upon Y 
earhest preceding light, Your realized path who, out 
You manifested as a comprehensive mercy for Your 
creation, whom You have ennobled by witnessing Yo, 
and whom you have chosen for Your Prophethood Mae 
Messengership, and whom You have sent as ¢a bringer of gad 
ridings and as ¢ warner, and the caller to Allah with His permission, a i 
bright lamp)» —the center of the [letter] Ba’ of beginning” 
and the mystery of mysteries of the pivotal Alif* through 
whom You cleft asunder all of existence and whom You 
have chosen for the noblest of stations with the divine 
bestowal of gifts and the Praiseworthy Station; he by 
whose life You have sworn an oath in Your Book that 
is witnessed by the people of unveiling and witnessing” 
For he is Your ancient permeating secret and the flowing 
water of the essence of every essence, the one by whom 
You gave life to all existents, be they mineral, animal, or 
plant. He is the heart of hearts, the soul of souls, the sign 
to which the Goodly Words point, the Most Exalted Pen, 
the Encompassing Throne, the spirit of the body of the 
two realms, the Isthmus of the two oceans, the second 
of the two, the pride of the two realms— Abu al-Qasim, 
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a gl Tayyib. our master Muhammad son of ‘Abdullah 
fAbd ql- Muttalib: Your servant and Your Prophet 
Your Beloved and Your Messenger, the Primordial 
[Send prayers] and abundant peace upon him 
dhis Family and Companions, as great in magnitude as 
ie reatness of Your Essence, at every moment and time 
i ne sedis your Lord, the Lord of ce above what they describe And 
E , and all praise is 
nay peace be upon the ate — o. is due to Allah, the Lord of 


ADI 
gon 


prophet. 


o_O —_—__—_o 


This prayer Was quoted by my master, the famous saint Shaykh 
fan al-Din b, Ahmad al-Sayyadi al-Rifa'i in his book al Macrifal- 
Mukanimadiyyyt wa al-wazaifal-Ahmadtyya (The Muhammadan Sciences 
and the Ahmadan Litanies). He ascribed it to the Pole of his 
age, the ocean of gnosis, our master Ahmad al-Rifa‘i (may Allah 
sanctify his secret and benefit us with his blessings). Al-Sayyadi 
said, “And from his [al- Rifa‘i’s] noble litanies is this prayer, called 
the Jewel of Secrets. It is tried and true and well-known among 
the perfected Rifa'i masters. Consistent recitation of this prayer is 
one of the best means of attaining lofty matters and the meanings 
ofsubtle spiritual secrets from the noble Prophetic Presence.” 


1$7 


PRAYER THIRTY-FOUR 


Another prayer upon the Prophet & from 
our master Shaykh Ahmad al-Rifa‘i 


O Allah, send prayers upon the shimmering light, the 
brilliant orb, the ascendant full moon, the ever-flowin 
effusion, the expansive succor, the Beloved feieeaas 

the legislating Prophet. the promulgating Messenger he 
obedient under divine command, the dutiful addressee the 
cutting sword, he of the gathered heart and tearful yee 
our master Muhammad—and upon his noble Family and 
Children, and illustrious Companions and their followers 
from the people of the Prophetic Way and Islam. 
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PRAYER THIRTY-FIVE 


Another prayer upon the Prophet & from 
our master Shaykh Ahmad al-Rifa'i & 


O Allah, send prayers and peace upon our master 
Muhammad —with a prayer that is written in the inscribed 
lines. and by which the breasts are expanded and all affairs 

are made easy—with a mercy from You, O Mighty, O 
Forgiving—and upon his Family and Companions. 
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PRAYER THIRTY-SIX 


Another prayer upon the Prophet % from 
our master Shaykh Ahmad al-Rifa'i a 


O Allah, send prayers, peace, and blessings upon the 

perfected essence and the mercy sent down— Yours era 

and Messenger, and Your Beloved and elect, our vias. 
Muhammad, and upon his Family, his wives, his children 
and his neighbors—by the number of invocations by which 

the people of remembrance remember You, and by the 

number of times the heedless are heedless 
of Your remembrance. 
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PRAYER THIRTY-SEVEN 


The prayer of our master Shaykh Ahmad al-Badawi &% 


O Allah, send prayers, peace, and blessings upon our 
master Muhammad, the Original Luminous Tree®, the 
sparkle of the Handful proceeding from the divine name 
al-Rahman (the All-Merciful)®, the best of humankind, 
the noblest of physical forms, the mine of Lordly secrets, 
the treasure-stores of the sciences of the elect; he of the 
original Divine Handful, the sublime resplendence, and the 
lofty rank under whose Standard all of the Prophets shall 
huddle, and thus they are from him and to him. 


‘And send prayers, peace, and blessings upon him and his 
Family and Companions by the number of what You have 
created, provided for, caused to die, and caused to live— 
until the day You resurrect those whom You have caused 
to perish. And send abundant peace—and all praises are 


due to Allah, the Lord of the Worlds. 
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PRAYER THIRTY-EIGHT 


Another prayer of our master Shaykh Ahmad gl. Badaw; 4 


O Allah, send prayers upon the light of lights, the 
of secrets, the antidote for ailments, the key to the 
ease - our master Muhammad the Chosen One a 
his pure Family and choice Companions, by the nu 

Allah's blessings and favors. 


Secret 
door of 


nd upon 
mber of 


-——_— a 


This prayer and the one preceding it are from the Pole of Pole, 
my master Ahmad al- Badawi (may Allah bring us benefit through 
him) Regarding the first prayer, my master Ahmad al-Saw, said 
“Some have mentioned that it should be recited seven times afer 
each prayer, and that reciting it one hundred times is equal [in 
reward] to reciting Dalail al-khayrat thirty-three times.” 

The erudite Sayyid Ahmad b. Zayni Dahlan, the Mufti of the 
Shafi'is in Mecca the Ennobled (Allah have mercy upon him) 
said in his compendium of prayers, wherein he quoted several 
formulas of prayers upon the Prophet # and their associated 
benefits and some extracts about Sufism: 


Many of the gnostics have mentioned thar this prayer 
ascribed to the perfected Pole, my master Ahmad al: Badawi 
&. is a means of attaining a plenitude of lights and recciving 
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“i of secrets They mention thar it is one of the 
vest means of being connected to the Prophet & in sleep 
aon wakefulness, and a means of many attaining the rank 
edie (Cuibaniyya) ft contains secrets for facilitation 
of ase in outward provision, that being the provision of 
gad . as well as inward provision, that being the provision 
ee ali: by which [ mean the sciences and branches of 
cele ge Through it one attains victory against the go, 

all other enemies Beyond these benefits it has 


Satan. and 
several other unique properties thar cannot be counted or 


ted. 

act entioned by some that reciting this prayer three 
satiesis equal {in reward] to reciting all of Dalail al Ehayrat 
Ac the time of reciting this prayer, one should visualize the 
lights of the Prophet & and bring to presence in his heart the 
greatness of the Prophet and the fact that he & is the Supreme 
Means for the influx of all goodness, and the Supreme 
Intermediary and Supreme Light One should not recite this 
prayer unless he is in a state of ritual purity. Whoever recites it 
(while observing the aforementioned conditions) consistendy 
one hundred times daily for forty days, while being upright 
(jtigama), will attain such lights and goodness that only Allah 
knows their true worth. Whoever recites it three times after 
the Morning Prayer (Subh) and three times after the Dusk 
Prayer (Maghrib) daily will witness from it many spiritual 
secrets—and Allah is the facilitator of what 1s correct! 


ovesliny 


Regarding the second prayer, Sayyid Ahmad Dahlan also said in 
his compendium: 


This prayer is also ascribed to our master, the perfected Pole 
Sayyid Ahmad al - Badawi &... Many of the gnostics have said 
that this prayer is tried and true for the fulfillment of needs 
and relief of difficulties and averting of calamities, and is an 
efficacious way of attaining lights and secrets—indeed, it is 
tried and true for all things! It should be recited one hundred 
umes daily when taken as a litany. Beginner aspirants should 
use this formula in the beginning of their spiritual wayfaring 
and use the first formula at the end of their journey. 
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ficient proofs of its esteemed virtue and the encouragement 
are o it Allah knows best. 
yo re 


PRAYER THIRTY-NINE 


The prayer of our master Ibrahim al- Dasugi 6s 


O Allah, send prayers upon the Muhammadan ee 
the unparalleled subtlety, the sun in the sky of secrets 
locus from which lights manifest, the center of the ahi e 

Divine Majesty, the epicycle of Divine Beauty” Le 
by his secret with You and by his journey towards eh 
calm my fears, reduce my stumbles, banish my stilton 
covetousness, and be for me, and take me from myself and 
unto You, grant me annihilation from my own self. and 
let me not be tempted by my ego and veiled by my senses 
Unveil to me every hidden secret, 
O Living, O Self-sufficient! 





- nee ere — > 


This is the prayer of my master [brahim al-Dasugi. the ocean 
of the ulrmate realities and the Shariah (may Allah benefit w 
through him). This is one of the virtttous formulas of prayers 
{ have not come across anything in particular concerning th 
noble praver, however its ascription to the gallant Pole, my master 
Ibrahim al Dasuqi, and the fact that the eminent saint Shaki 
Ahmad al Dardir chose to place it in the beginning of his litam 
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PRAYER FORTY 


The Prayer of the Essence (alat al. Dhat) 
of our master al-Shaykh al-Akbar Ibn ‘Arab; 


O Allah, send prayers, peace, and blessings Upon the 
resplendence of the Essence under Protection of 
talisman®—the wave-filled sea of succor”, the hidden 
perfection”, the Lahut of beauty and Nasut of union”? the 
manifestation of the Real’, the identity of the Man re: 
eternity in Your beginningless knowledge, and the One by 
whom You have guided the vessels of separation to ty 
paths of truth. O Allah, send prayers by him’s, from him 
in him, and upon him, and send abundant salutations a 
peace.” And all praises are due to Allah, 
the Lord of the Worlds! 


rrr ew 


Thave taken this prayer of al-Shaykh al-Akbar Lbn ‘Arabi & (may 
Allah bring us benefit through him) from its commentary by the 
virtuous Shaykh and gnostic, Shaykh Ahmad b. Sulayman, spiritual 
successor of our master, the greatest teacher Shaykh Khalid a- 
Naqshabandi, the reviver of the renowned Nagqshabandi order. 
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PRAYER FORTY-ONE 


The Prayer of the Precious Gem (al-Yagutiyya) 
of our master Muhammad al-Fasi 877 


In the name of Allah, the All- Merciful, the Compassionate. 
verily Allah and His angels send prayers upon the Prophet. O you who 
elieve! Send prayers upon him and salute him with abundant greetings of 

peace. O Allah, send prayers and salutations upon the one 
whom You made the cause of the splitting asunder of the 
secrets of Your infinite oneness, and the [cause of the] 
enfolding of the lights of Your mercy, who became the 
representative of the Lordly Presence, and the successor of 
the secrets of Your Divine Essence. For he is the priceless 
gem of the Absolute Oneness of Your eternal Being, and 
the quintessential locus of Your pre-eternal attributes’, 
thus by You and from You he became a sentinel to You 
and a secret of the secrets of Your unseen by which You 
have been veiled from many among Your creation. He 
is the treasure under the protection of talisman, and the 
towering, wave-filled sea. O Allah, we implore You by his 
rank and honor with You to fill our bodies with his works. 
our hearing with his words, our hearts with his lights, our 
souls with his secrets, our outer forms with his states, our 
inner selves with his manners of interacting [with You]. 
our inner selves with witnessing of him, our sights with the 
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lights of his beauty. and our final deeds wit 


him. [Fill us with these] until we behold chs vee Please, 
and behold him through You, so that | pis Tough him, 
Presences through the two Presences —in, He the tWo 
them, one through the other. O Allah, we ask ye €ach of 
prayers and peace upon him —with a prayer hd 0 seng 


of peace that befit his honor and tremendous cane ting 
me with him through these and draw me riedras athe; 
and by them bestow upon me the fragrant breez to him, 
God-conscious and bless me with the graces £5 Of the 
: % 7 Blven to 
purified-clect. That is because he is the Protected , the 
and the unique hidden jewel; and he is the price Secret 
enclosed in the shells of Your intimate Protected z em 
and the ineffable from which are chosen the things ce 
to You. He is therefore an unseen from Your at Nown, 
and an alterity from the secret of Your lordship my 
become a manifestation-point from which we ie * as 
And how could it be otherwise, when You have in for oe 
us of that in the clear-cut verse of Your Book Gina 
those who pledge fealty to you but pledge fealty to Allah ¥” Thro, att 
this, all doubt has faded and we have gained awareness ( 
Allah, make our guiding unto You be by means of him. 
make our interactions with You from the lights of oii 
emulation of him. O Allah, be pleased with those whom 
You made worthy of following; whose hearts You made 
lamps of guidance, and whose hearts were purified from 
enslavement to other than You and from the impurities 
of filth; from whose hearts appeared pearls of mystical 
meaning, which were then made into garlands of spiritual 
realization for the people of foundation; and whom You 
chose in Your pre-eternal decree to be the Companions 
of Your chosen Prophet, and through whom You were 
pleased to grant victory to Your religion. Indeed, they are 
the chosen masters. O Allah, increase for them Your good 
pleasure with them, in addition to the Prophet's Family 
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those who follow his traces. © Allah, forgive us our 
ae and the sins of our parents, and those of our teachers 
si prethren in Allah. O Allah, forgive all of the believing 
an and women, and the submitting (Muslim) men and 
ne women, both the obedient among them and 
those who bear the burden of sins. 


oO 


Thisis the Prayer of the Precious Gem (al- Salat al Yaqutiyya) of our 
Shaykh. the senior teacher and famous gnostic Sayyidi Shaykh 
Muhammad al-Fasi al- Shadhili, whe had settled in the lands of 
the two Sacred Sanctuaries (Mecca and Medina). His spiritual 
successor and resident of Damascus, Syria, the perfected and 
yirruous scholar Sayyid Muhammad al- Mubarak al-Maghribi, told 
me that he heard the Shaykh say that after he compiled this prayer 
he saw the Prophet &, who pointed with his blessed index finger at 
the Shaykh’s chest and said, “This is the protected secret!” Then, 
the Prophet & presented the prayer to the Inner Circle of Saints 
(Ahlal Diwan 8© and it won their approval. The Pole [its author} 
said, “Whosoever continually recites this prayer three times each 
morning and evening will see the Prophet # frequently: while 
sleeping and while awake, physically and spiritually.” 

He [Sayyid Muhammad al-Mubarak al-Maghribi] told me 
that he had placed one of the brethren into the solitary retreat 
(khalwa) with instructions to continually recite this prayer, and 
that he continued to recite it non-stop for seven days and did 
not come out till he had met the Prophet # in a wakeful state 
and received sciences and secrets from him. 
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PRAYER FORTY-TWO 


The prayer of Imam Fakhr al-Din al-Ragi % 


O Allah! Renew and send at this very moment an d 
this very hour Your perfect prayers and pure beta 
and Your greatest, most consummate and en ducing: 
satisfaction to Your most perfect servant in this world 
from the progeny of Adam—whom You have made Your 
shade for the needs of Your creation, and as a Qibla and 
locus; whom You chose for Yourself and by whom Yoy 
established Your proof; whom You manifested in Y our 
image (sura) and chose as the niveau of Your self-disclosure 
and the way-station for carrying out Your commands and 
curtailing Your prohibitions—in Your earth and in Your 
heavens. He is the intermediary between You 
and Your creatures. 


Convey the greetings of this servant of Yours to him, 
and then upon him from You now, on behalf of Your 
servant —with the finest prayer and noblest grecting 
and purest salutation. O Allah, remind him of me so he 
will mention me in Your presence with what You know 
best to be beneficial for me, in this life and the Next, in 
proportion to his gnosis of You and his station with You. 
not in proportion to my knowledge and the limits of my 
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tanding, Verily You are most 
unders and have power of all things. 


Allah send prayers and peace upon our master 
ad, and upon his Family and Companions. All 
is due to Allah the Lord of the Worlds. 


May 

Muhamm 

praise 

is prayer one should recite Surat al-Fattha and donate its 

ophet & and to the peerless Qutb [of the time] and the 
Friends of Allah Most High.] 


ee 


ey reading th 
el to the Pr 


This noble prayer is found in a number of collections and is 

ascribed to the gallant imam, erudite polymath, and master of 
the rational and textual sciences, the victor of the Sunna against 
blameworthy innovation and the helper of truth over falsehood 
and guidance over error with unequivocal proofs and evidence— 

Shaykh Fakhr al-Din al-Razi (d. 606 AH), author of al- Tafsir al. kabir 
and other unparalleled works.... 


iI 


PRAYER FORTY-THREE 


The prayer of our master Shaykh 
Shams al-Din Muhammad al-Hanafi & 


O Allah, send prayers and peace upon Muhammad 
the Primordial Prophet, and upon his Family and 
Companions, equal to the number of what You know 
equal to the weight of what You know, and equal to wha 
fills [the depth] of what You know. 


oO 


Sayyid Ahmad Dahlan said in his compilation, “Imam al-Sha‘rani 
has mentioned that these two formulas [this prayer and the prayer 
following this] contain innumerable secrets and wonders. We 
need not speak at length enumerating them, for a mere indication 
suffices the intelligent person.” 

Our master and liege lord Shaykh ‘Abd al- Wahhab al-Sha‘ran 
A said in his Tabugat, in his biography of my master Muhammad 
al- Hanafi (d. 847 ant) &: 


Al-Sharifal Nu'mant 4, one of the companions of my master 
Muhammad [al-Hlanafi], said. “I saw my grandfather. the 
Messenger of Allah &, inside an enormous tent and the saints 
were coming to him and greeting him one after another. 
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someone would introduce each of them and say, ‘This is so- 
nd-s0.” and they would sit next to him Then there came a 
ties group with many people and the person [next to the 
Prophet 4] called out, “This is Muhammad al- Hanafi When 
he reached the Prophet #. the Prophet sat him down next to 
and turned to our master Abu Bakr & and ‘Umar and 
ae jointing to my master Muhammad al- Hanafi, ‘! love 
ve Lees except for his tailless turban (ammama samma’).’ Abu 
Bakr & replied. ‘O Messenger of Allah, do you give me 
ermission £0 dress him with a turban?’ The Messenger of 
Milah said, ‘Yes.’ so Abu Bakr & took off his own turban and 
placed it on the head of my master Muhammad al-Hanafi 
and hung its tail on my master Muhammad's left shoulder.” 
When aj -Sharif al-Nu'mani related this dream, my master 
Shaykh Muhammad al-Hanafi cried, as did the people [in his 
company] Shaykh Muhammad al-Hanafi said to him, “When 
you see your grandfather again, ask him by which specific 
action of mine did he come to know me.” Some days later al- 
Sharif al- Nu'mani saw the Prophet # again, and asked him 
the question, and the Prophet & replied, “It was by the prayer 
upon me that he would send each day before sunset while all 
alone: ‘O Allah, send prayers and peace upon Muhammad the 
Primordial Prophet, and upon his Family and Companions, 
equal to the number of what You know, equal to the weight 
of what You know, and equal to what fills [the depth] of what 
You know.” 

[After this was related to him] my master Muhammad. al- 
Hanafi said, “The Messenger of Allah # has spoken the truth!” 
Then he took his turban and loosened it and hung its tail over 
him, and then everyone in his gathering followed suit and hung 
the tails of their turbans over themselves. From that point 
forward until he died, my master Muhammad al- Hanafi would 
hang the tail of his turban [over his left shoulder] and avoid 
wearing a taylasan® (which he had worn prior to the dream). 
May Allah be pleased with him! 
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PRAYER FORTY-FOUR 


The prayer of our master Shaykh Ibrahim al- Mathyl; oh 


O Allah, 1 ask You by You that You send Prayers upo, 
our mastec Muhammad and upon the other Prophea, 
and Emissaries, and upon their families and companions 
entirely, and that You forgive me for what has passed and 
protect me in what remains [of my life]. 


nO ——_____o 


This prayer was mentioned by Sayyid Ahmad Dahlan in hs 
collection alongside the aforementioned prayer of our master 
Shams al-Din Muhammad al-Hanafi. After mentioning prayers 


[thirty-seven and thirty-eight} of Shaykh Ahmad al- Badawi 
Sayyid Ahmad Dablan said: 


Aspirants in the middle of the path should use the formula 
of prayer ascribed to my master, the knower of Allah Most 
High. Shaykh Ibrahim al-Matbuli, or the formula ascribed to 
my master Shaykh Shams al-Din al-Hanafi. [mam al Sha‘rani 
has mentioned that these two formulas contain innumerable 
secrets and wonders We need not speak at lengrh enumerating 
them. fora mere indication will suffice the intelligent person. 


Shaykh al Matbuli said, “It is my desire that this prayer never 
leave a Muslim's tongue.” 
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this prayer in other collections as well, and they 
ee eis my ae Ibrahim al-Matbuli &. Underneath 
er there is a statement from our master and liege lord, 
chs eee al-Wahhab al-Sha'rani &, the ocean of the Shariah 
shaykb Ultimate Reality (1 tagiga) and the reviver of the signposts 
ant x ritual Path, concerning whose sainthood and august rank 
ae Facade nation is in agreement, may Allah allow us to 
id a from his sciences: “It is my desire that everyone | know 
ae companions and loved ones make it their regular practice 
ane with this prayer” This statement from such a teacher 
heen ficient proof of the prayer’s virtue and numerous benefits. 
. he author of this prayer, my master Sbrahim al-Matbuli, is 
the Shaykh of the Muhammadan Heir, Shaykh ‘Ah al- Khawwas. 
who was the Shaykh of my master ‘Abd al-Wahhab al-Sha‘rani. 
The latter penned a detailed biography of Shaykh Ibrahim al- 
Matbuli in his Tabagat al Awliya’ and said at its beginning: 
He was one of the supreme masters in sainthood. He had 
no teacher besides the Messenger of Allah &, whom, as a 
young man, he would see frequently in his dreams. He told 
his mother of his dreams, to which she replied, “Dear son, 
the truly realized men are those who meet with the Prophet 
in a wakeful state.” When he later began to meet with the 
Prophet # in a wakeful state and seek the Prophet's counsel 
in his affairs, his mother said to him, “Now you have begun 
to traverse within the station of mastery!” 
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PRAYER FORTY-FIVE 


The prayer of our master Shaykh Nur al-Din al Shungs 
&, called The Lamp Lighting the Darkness in Prayers ang 


Peace uport the Best of Humanity (Misbah al-Zalan fal 
Salat wa al-Salam ‘ala Khayr al-Anam) 


@ O Allah, send prayers and peace upon Muhammad and 
the Family of Muhammad, just as You have sent prayers 
upon Ibrahim and the Family of Ibrahim: and bless 
Muhammad and the Family of Muhammad, just as You 
have blessed Ibrahim and the Family of Ibrahim, in alj the 
worlds, verily You are the Praiseworthy, the Glorious— 
equal to the number of Your creation, Your self- pleasure, 
the weight of Your Throne, and the ink of Your words, 
each time the people of remembrance remember You, and 
each ume the heedless are heedless of Your remembrance 


© O Allah, send the finest prayers and peace upon the 
best of Your creation, our master Muhammad, and upon 
His Family and Companions—equal to the number of the 

objects of Your knowledge and the ink of Your words, 
each time the people of remembrance remember You. and 
each time the heedless are heedless of Your remembrance 
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O00 Allah, send prayers and peace upon our master 
Muhammad, Your servant, Your Prophet, and your 
messenger. the Primordial Prophet, and upon his Family 
aiid Companions~~equal to the number of what is 
atained in the heavens and the earth and all that is in 
fas) een them, Bestow us and all of the Muslims with Your 

aie evolence in all of our affairs, O Lord of the Worlds! 


00 Allah, send prayers and peace upon our master 
Muhammad, and upon his Family and Companions—-equal 
to the number of what was, the number of what shall be, 
and the number of what is, as in Allah's knowledge. 


© Allah, send prayers and peace upon the soul of our 
master Muhammad among[other] souls; send prayers and 
peace upon his body among bodies; send prayers and peace 
upon his grave among graves, and send prayers and peace 
upon his name among names. 


© O Allah, send prayers and peace upon our master 
Muhammad, the Possessor of the Standard and the Cloud 


© O Allah, send prayers and peace upon our master 
Muhammad, who is more sublime than the sun and 
the moon; send prayers and peace upon our master 
Muhammad equal to the number of the good deeds of Abu 
Bakr and ‘Umar; send prayers and peace upon our master 
Muhammad equal to the number of the vegetation of the 
earth and the leaves of the trees. 


© 0 Allah, send prayers and peace upon our master 
Muhaminad, Your servant by whom You united scattered 
souls, and Your Prophet by whom You banished the 
darkness of hearts, and Your Beloved whom You chose 
over every other beloved 
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@ O Allah. send prayers and peace upon Our ma, 
y came with the manifes Ster 
Muhammad whe Ctruth, a 


You sent as a Mercy to all of the Wodda Whom 


@ 0 Allah, send prayers and peace upon our 
Muhammad, the handsome Prophet, Posse 
Highest Station and the eloquent to 


Master 
SSOF Of the 
ngue. 

& O Allah. send prayers and peace uy 
Muhammad as befits the nobility of his Prophethood 
as ts truly mertred by the greatness of his magnificent and 
And send prayers and peace upon our master M hagas 
as is truly merited by his greatness and magnificent , mad 
And send prayers and peace upon our master Multan 
the noble Messenger and Trustworthy one who < Ries, 

® O Allah, send prayers and peace upon our master 
Muhammad the Beloved, and upon his father Ibrahim th 
Intimate Friend (a! Khalif), and upon his brothe e 


Pon our Master 


Z } v Musa the 
Recipient of Divine Speech (al Kalim), and upon the Spirit 
of Allah (Rubullah), ‘Isa the trustworthy, and upon Dawud 


Sulayman. Zakanyya. Yahya, and upon their famihes— each 
time the people of remembrance remember You, and 


cach 
time the heedless are heedless of their mention 


& O Allah, send prayers and peace and blessings upon 
the essence of divine solicitude, the adornment of the 
Resurrection, the treasure of guidance, the embroidery 
of the gown of honor, the bridegroom of the kingdom, 
the tongue of divine proof, the intercessor for the Uma, 
the Imam of the court of the divine presence, and the 
Prophet of Mercy--our master Muhammad- and upon 
Adam. Nuh, Ibrahim the Intimate Friend, and upon his 
brother Musa the Recipient of Divine Speech, and upon 
the Spint of Allah, ‘Isa the trustworthy, and upon Dawud, 
Sulayman, Zakariyya, Yahya, and their families, each time 
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ple of remembrance remember You, and each time 


me the heedless are heedless of their mention. 


| ied 


from my master Nur al-Din al-Shuni is a 
ad sae ee eeu that I have joined together 
ee ae making it as a single prayer. He would read them 
oa er University and they spread throughout Egypt and 
cas ions during his life and after his death, His student 
we eet the knower of Allah, my master Shaykh Shihab 
T pnal-Bulqini, would explain their meanings in the gathering 
dedicated to sending prayers upon the Prophet & I have taken 
these prayers from his commentary and compared them to other 
copies These prayers are also found in the litany of one of his 
other students, our master and liege lord, the noble imam, Shaykh 
‘Abd al- Wahhab al-Sha'rani. as well as the litany of the Sa diyya 
order, albeit with some minor differences in their wordings. 
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PRAYER FORTY-S1x 


The prayer of our master ‘Abd al-Salam 
Ibn Mashish & (al-Salat al-Mashishiyya) 


O Allah, send prayers upon the one from whom the 
spiritual secrets were sundered, and from whom the lights 
burst forth, and in whom the ultimate realities arose & 
The one in whom descended the knowledge of Adams 
and thus stymied all of creation, and before whom all 
understandings dwindled.** The gardens of the dominion 
(malakut) are fair with the flowering of his resplendent 
beauty,” and the pools of the omnipotence (jabarut) pour 
forth through his ever-flowing illuminations.** And there 
is nothing except that it is conditioned by him, since if 
not for the means, the end—as has been said—would 
have gone.” Send upon him such a prayer that truly befits 
You~from You unto him as is deserving to him. O Allah, 
indeed, he is Your all-embracing secret, the guide unto 
You, and Your Supreme Sentinel standing for You, before 
You.” © Allah! Connect me with his lineage, realize me 
through his excellence”, grant me knowledge of him—a 
knowledge through which I attain salvation from the 
streams of ignorance, and by which | may sip from the 
streams of bounty. And carry me on his path unto Your 
Divine Presence—with a carrying surrounded by Your 
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d hurl me against falsehood so I smash it, and 
ad An into the seas of Absolute Oneness,* and pluck 
plunge oa mires of affirming unity, and drown me in 
me ioe of the sea of oneness until until T neither see 
ue mene find nor sense anything but by it.” © Allah! 
ee Supreme Sentinel the life of my spirit”, and 
une his spirit the secret of my reality®®, and make his 
He the connector of my realms'°°, by the realization of 
reality truth." O First! O Last! O Outward! O Inward! 
fhe my plea as You heard the plea of Your servant 
een grant me victory through You and for 
You, and aid me through You and for You, and join me! 
sah You, and come between me and other than You. 
Allah, Allah, Allah! € Verily the One who has enjoined the Quran upon 
shall most certainly bring you back to a return» (28:88)'°*; €O our 
ne Grant us a mercy from You, and grant us rectitude in our affair. )p 
(18:10)'°* May Allah send prayers and abundant salutations 
upon him and his Family and Companions. ¢ Glorified is 
your Lord, the Lord of Honor, above what they describe. And may peace be 
upon the Emissaries, and all praise is due to Allah, the Lord of the Worlds. p 
(37:180-183) 


o ce ee —> 





This is the prayer of my master ‘Abd al-Salam Ibn Mashish. Of 
the well-known formulas of prayer, this is one of the best, and 
its virtues are immense. The erudite Sayyid Muhammad Ibn 
‘Abidin, author of the gloss on al-Durr al-Mukhtar, said in his thabat: 


[1 have also received] the prayer of the Shaykh and Imam, the 
Pole and knower of Allah and guide unto Him, the possessor 
of the luminous spiritual path and tremendous and radiant 
Spiritual states, the one of Prophetic lineage and excellent 
character, our master and liege lord, scion of the Prophetic 
Household, ‘Abd al-Salam Ibn Bashish—pronounced with a 
ba’ or a mim—al-Husayni al-Maghribi (d. 622 ax). 
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This prayer was mentioned by al-Shihab Ahm, 
and his student al-Shihab al-Manini and their re 
thahats. Al- Nakhli mentioned that he received the Se 
Shaykhs Ahmad al- Babuli and ‘Isa al-Tha‘alabj He yer 
[Shaykh ‘Isa] instructed me to recite it once after 
Prayer and once after the Sunset Prayer. .. | also a 
annotated copies of the prayer that it should be re, 
times daily: after the Dawn Prayer, after the Sun 
and after the Night Prayer. So great are the lights 
obtained from this prayer that only Allah knows ¢ 
In reciting this prayer there comes divine succor ay 
spiritual opening (al fath al rabbant). The one who 
regular practice to recite this prayer will remain 
truthfulness and sincerity, his breast will be exp: 
affair will be made easy, and he will enjoy the Protection 
Allah from all travails, tribulations, and sicknesses, ene 
and outwardly; he will be granted victory against all foes . 
will receive Allah's tremendous divine assistance in all ah 
affairs; he will be looked upon with the eye of Allah's solictude 
and concern— the Generous and Bestower—and the solicitude 
of His Messenger, may Allah send prayers and peace upon him 
and his Family and Companions The benefit of this Prayer 
will manifest when itis recited regularly and with truthfulness 
sincerity, and God -consciousness— € and whosoever obeys Allah and 
His Messenger and fears Allah and keeps conscious of Him, then it is they who 
are the triumphant.» (24:52) 


ad al-Nakty, 


Ctive 


awn, 
wd N som i 
Cited thre, me 
set Pray be 
and Secret, 
heir reality 
nd the lordly 
makes it his 
1M a State of 
anded and his 
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PRAYER FORTY-SEVEN 


The Prayer of the Light of the Essence (Salat al-Nur al- 
Dhati) of our master Shaykh Abu al-Hasan al-Shadhili 
cs 106 


O Allah, send prayers, peace, and blessings upon our 
master Muhammad, the light of the Essence’ and the 
permeating secret in all of the names and attributes.'* 


oO 


My master Ahmad al-Sawi said, “This prayer, called the Prayer 
of the light of the Essence, is from my master Abu al-Hasan al- 
Shadhili (may Allah be pleased with him and benefit us through 
him). It is equivalent [in reward] to one hundred thousand prayers. 
For the relief of difficulties it should be read five hundred times. 


183 


PRAYER FORTY-EIGHT 


The Greeting of Imam Muhyi al-Din 
Yahya b. Sharaf al-Nawawi & 


Peace be upon you, O Messenger of Allah. Peace beu 
you. O Prophet of Allah. Peace be upon you, O Aisi 
of Allah. Peace be upon you, O best of Allah’s creation 
Peace be upon you, O beloved of Allah. Peace he upon vat 
O warner. Peace be upon you, O bringer of glad tidings : 
Peace be upon you, O pure. Peace be upon you, O Prophet 
of mercy. Peace be upon you, O Abu al-Qasim. Peace be 
upon you, O Messenger of the Lord of the Worlds. Peace 
be upon you, O master of the Emissaries and seal of the 
Prophets Peace be upon you, O best of creation entirely 
Peace be upon you, © leader of those whose limbs shine 
from the traces of ablution. Peace be upon you and your 
Family, the members of your Household, your wives, your 
progeny, and you Companions entirely. Peace be upon 
you and upon all of the other Prophets, and all of Allah's 
righteous servants 


O Messenger of Allah, may Allah reward you on our behalf 


with the best reward given to a Prophet and Messenger on 
behalf of his nation. May Allah send prayers upon you each 
time you are remembered by a person of remembrance and 
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jme your remembrance is neglected by the heedless — 
Ge the best, most consummate, and finest of prayers 
vit gent upon any from creation entirely. 


ify that there is no god but Allah, who is alone and 
I rest + partner, and I testify that you are His servant 
withou ie and the best of His creation. And I testify 
and encase d the message, fulfilled the divine trust, 
that sincere counsel to the Umma, and strove with a 
rendere true striving for the sake of Allah. 


O Allah, grant him the Wasila and the supreme virtue, and 
rant the Praiseworthy Station You have promised him, 
e ive him the utmost of what the petitioners should ask 
“forhim|, O Allah, send prayers upon Muhammad, Your 
servant and Messenger, the Primordial Prophet, and upon 
the Family, wives and progeny of Muhammad, just as You 
have sent prayers upon Ibrahim and upon the Family of 
Ibrahim. Bless Muhammad the Primordial Prophet and 
his Family, wives, and progeny just as You blessed Ibrahim 
and the Family of Ibrahim in the worlds. Indeed, You are 

the Praiseworthy, the Glorious. 


re —___—_o 


This noble invocation containing different forms of salutations 
and prayers should be said when visiting the Prophet &. It was 
mentioned by Imam Muhyi al-Din al- Nawawi in his Manasik 
(book of Hajj rites). In it he said: 


When standing before the wall of the Prophet's grave #, the 
visitor should look down at the lowest part of it, his eyes 
lowered in a state of awe and reverence, his heart emptied of 
all worldly artachments, bringing to presence in his heart the 
tremendous station and rank of the one before whom he is 
standing. Then he should send salutations, but without raising 
his voice. Instead he should speak with a moderate tone and 
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be upon you. O Messenger of Allah Peace 


phet of Allah...” be upon 


say “Peace 
you, O Pro; 
‘After mentioning this formula in its entirety, al-n 
“Whoever is unable to memorize this, or does not . away si 
time to repeat all of it, may repeat some of it. The ie Cou 
one should say is ‘Peace be upon you, O Messenger ofan tha 
Allah send prayers and peace upon you.” ah ie 
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PRAYER FORTY-NINE 


The Greeting of our master Shaykh 
Abu al- Mawahib al-Shadhili & 


© Allah, send all of Your complete prayers upon this 
prophetic, guiding, illumined, and emissarial Presence— 
with prayers that encompass all subjects of knowledge 
along with their objects: nay, with abiding prayers and 
uninterrupted succors. And send also salutations of peace 
upon this Prophet. 


O Messenger of Allah, our master! You are the purpose 
of existence, and you are the master of every parent and 
child. You are the precious pearl around which all species 
of creation revolve. You are the light whose radiance 
shines upon the earths and heavens. Your blessings are 
incalculable, and your miracles are innumerable. The 
stones and trees greeted you with peace, and dumb animals 
spoke in your presence. Water emitted and flowed from 
your fingers, and the date-palm moaned out to you when 
you left it. The salty water of the well became sweet from 
the saliva that came from your lips. By your blessed sending 
we are secured against disfigurement, being swallowed up 
by the earth, and from punishment. By your inclusive and 
broad mercy we have been covered by myriad forms of 
divine benevolence, and we hope for the lifting of the veil. 
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O Pristine, O Purified, O Puret Tirst, \ 
Ourward O Inward! Your Law is sanctified and 
your nuracles are dazzling and manifest You are 
in arrangement, the Last in finality, the Inward - 

secrets, the Ourward in lights! You are the sien 
virtue, the spokesman of union, the Imam ai, Ter of 
of perfection, the possessor of beauty and rigor vm 
the exclusive recipient of the Supreme Intercessic, are 
the loftiest and highest Praiseworthy Station on and 
unfurled Banner of Praise, and largesse Sts the 
chivalry, and munificence! : 


ASE ¢ 


Pure, 
the 





O master who has mastered over all masters. () inte 
source upon whom the servants rely! The dhol 
servants of your benefaction seek a means ol Agiicect 

through you, that their sins be forgiven, their Eales. 
concealed, and their needs fulfilled | in this lower world 
the end of life, and after death at 


Our Lord! We ask You by the supreme status of the 
Prophet in Your sight that You accept from us these 
suppheations, that You elevate our ranks, that You fulfill 
on our behalf the rights we owe to others, and that You 
cause us to dwell in the Gardens and allow us to gaze 
upon Your Noble Countenance in the presences of direct 
witnessing Join us with the Propher, in the company of 
thase upon whom You have bestowed Your favor, from the 
Prophets, the truthfl, the martyrs, and the righteous) (4°69) — those of 
inimitable miracles and miraculous gifts. Grant us pardon 
and well being, along with benevolence in [Your] decree. 
Amin, O Lord of the Worlds! 


Peace be upon you © Messenger of Allah 
how noble you are in the sight of Allah! 
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prayers and peace be upon you O Messenger of Allah— 
secks a means of approach to Allah through you 


he who will never be disappointed! 


Prayers and peace be upon you O Messenger of Allah — 


the angels sought intercession through you to Allah! 


upon you O Messenger of Allah - the Prophets 
eive their support through your succor 


prayers and peace be 


Messengers rec 
and which has been given exclusively to you by Allah! 


Prayers and peuce be upon you O Messenger of Allah - it is you who 
took the saints in friendship in the unseen and seen realms, 


whereupon Allah turned to them with care! 


Prayers and peace be upon you O Messenger of Allah — 
he who travels upon your clear path and upholds your 
proof will be aided by Allah! 


Prayers and peace be upon you O Messenger of Allah-—by Allah, the 
forsaken one is he who turns away from emulation of you! 


Prayers and peace be upon you O Messenger of Allah — 
he who obeys you obeys Allah! 


Prayers and peace be upon you O Messenger of Allah— 
he who disobeys you disobeys Allah! 


Prayers and peace be upon you O Messenger of Allah- ~ 
he who approaches your door seeking a means of approach 
through you will be accepted by Allah! 


Prayers and peace be upon you O Messenger of Allah— 
he who drops the baggage of his sins at your doorstep will 
be forgiven by Allah! 


Prayers and peace be upon you O Messenger of Allah— 
he who enters your inviolable sanctuary in a state of fear 
will be granted safety by Allah! 
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Prayers and peace be upon you O Messenger of Allah— 


he who «cp. 
refuge with you and clings to the coat tails of your ; Seeks 
be honored by Allah! ank wily 


Prayers and peace be upon you O Messenger of Allah —~ by 
{others] by you and put his hopes in you wi 
deprived of your grace, by Allah! 


€ who leads 
W never be 


Prayers and peace be upon you O Messenger of Allah 


f ‘ , —Wwe hope in vai 
intercession and close company in the r 


Presence of Allaht 
Prayers and peace be upon you O Messenger of Allah—we 
a means of approach through you for accept: 


that Allah turns to us! 


have Sought 
ance. in hope 


Prayers and peace be upon you O Messenger of Allah—it is 
that we hope our objectives are attained, and 
fear not thirst! 


through you 
by Allah we 


Prayers and peace be upon you O Messenger of Allah—your lovers from 
your Umma stand at your door, O noblest 
of Allah’s creation! 


Prayers and peace be upon you who are our means of approach to Allah—we 
have journeyed to seek you out, and we have left all others 
besides you, O Messenger of Allah! 


Prayers atd peace be upon you O Messenger of Allah—the Arabs 
grant refuge to strangers and honor guests, and you, O 
Messenger of Allah, are the master of the Arabs 
and non-Arabs! 


Prayers arid peace be upon you O Messenger of Allah—we have arrived 
in your locale, sought refuge in your person, and sworn 
solemn oaths to Allah by your life! You are the provider of 
succor and refuge, so grant us aid by your lofty honor that 
is never refused by Allah! 
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nd peace be upon you O Messenger of Allah, 
peayers eace be upon you O Prophet of Allah; prayers 
prayers an i upon you O Beloved of Allah; prayers and 
and peace on you for as long as Allah’s everlastingness 
peace be up ayers and peace that please You and make 


abides ae us, O Master, O Patron, O Allah! 


and peace be upon the Prophets and Messengers, 
prayers an) Fl of the angels. O Allah, be well-pleased 
and nee Companions lying next to our Prophet 
wath the 4, Abu Bakr and ‘Umar, as well as ‘Uthman 
id a of the other Companions entirely. and 
and . followed them with excellence until the Day of 
those Peace. blessings, and Allah’s mercy be upon you, 
Judgme het of Allah; peace, blessings, and Allah's mercy be 
Oo a O Prophet of Allah; peace, blessings, and Allah's 
upon aaa on you, O Prophet of Allah. Peace be upon the 
mercy phot, and all praise is due to Allah 
the Lord of the Worlds. Amin! 


rr on 


This is the prayer of our master Abu al-Mawahib al-Shadhili & 
(d.882 an), the eminent saint and famous gnostic. This prayer 
is to be read by visitors when they stand before the Prophetic 
Presence [in Medina] in their visitation (siyara), though there is 
no harm in reading it at every time and place. The one who reads 
this should bring to presence in his heart that he is standing in 
front of the Messenger of Allah & and addressing him with these 
formulas, for the wording of salutations in the greetings offered 
during the ritual prayer when the one praying says “Peace be upon 
you. O Prophet, and Allah's mercy and blessings” is just like this 
formula, and it too is an address to the Prophet &. 

Shaykh Abu al-Mawahib began this formula by saying: 


19] 


a eek ed oat ate Sates 
CS Ge AE peel Ao 


Asi geadt culls iss 





Sauls 
F , wo ya 
calico Le i Eat ad cw kes pS 

Ryd ipa) oe Jad nell ORF Vahey; 
Compassionate 
he opener Of the 
ence [of Prophets 


NEOUS, specif, 
ic, 
dan and Ahmadan, 


In the name of Allah the All- Merciful the 
All praise 1s due to Allah who sent to us 
universal, lordly, divine, and sanctified sequ 
and Messengers}, with the fragrant, ge 
general. perfect, and perfecting Muhamma, 
ambergris Seal... 


Therefore when one reads this formula he shoul 
it. The only reason I omitted it above was so that all 
[in this book] come one after another in sequence 

Our master and liege lord Shaykh ‘Abd al- Wahhab 
said about Shaykh Abu al- Mawahib al-Shadhili in his Tabaga 


Among them is my master Shaykh Muhammad Abu a. 
Mawahib al-Shadhili &. He was one of the noble and est 


masters, and one of the pious and well-grounded cholic 
A was given the expressivencss of my master “Ali Abu al-Wafy 
and had composed rhythmic and lordly poems and written 
superb books on divinely vouchsafed knowledge He authored 
the Canons of Luminous Wisdoms (Qawanin hikam al. ishrag) detai ing 
the sciences of the Folk [the Sufis}. It is a splendid work the 
likes of which has never been authored, and it illustrates the 
author’s high station. 

[..] Abual- Mawahib & would frequently see the Messenger 
of Allah & in his dreams. One time he said, “] said to the 
Messenger of Allah #, ‘People call mea liar and don't believe 
that I've seen you in my dreams.’ The Prophet & replied, ‘By 
Allah’s Might and Magnificence, anyone who does not believe 
youand instead belies you concerning what you have seen, he 
will not die except asa Jew, Christian, or Magian!” 
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Id add this to 
of the Prayers 


al-Sha'rany 


ne occasion he said, “A dispute had arisen between 

4 aa from al- Azhar regarding the saying of the author 
a 

me 


da (Allah have mercy upon him). 


nowledge ts that he is a man 
and that he fs the best of Allah's creation! 


ued, ‘He doesn’t have any proof for thar!” 1 
acne has been reached regarding it!’ but he did 
relied ct his position. Suddenly | saw the Prophet & sitting 
not retra ‘pit of al- Azhar along with Abu Bakr and ‘Umar, and 
on the iF oe to me, ‘Welcome dear beloved!’ Then he asked 
he oe anions, ‘Do you know what happened today?’ They 
his oe O Messenger of Allah.’ He said, ‘This wretched 
rephie ed and-so, believes that the angels are better than me!” 
ee ieaa this they proclaimed, ‘O Messenger of Allah! 
ya is no one on the face of the earth better than you!” 
He & said, ‘So what is wrong with this wretched person who 
has no life—and if he lives it will be in ignominy, obscuniy, 
and constriction, bereft of good mention in this life or the 
Hereafter— that he believes that no consensus has been 
reached concerning my superiority? Did he not know that 
the Mu'tazilites’ opposition to Ahl al-Sunna does not break 
the consensus?” 

[..] He also said, “I saw the Messenger of Allah & and said 
to him, ‘O Messenger of Allah, do not leave me" He said to 
me, ‘I shall never leave you, from now and until you come to 
me at the Pond of Kawthar and drink from it—for you recite 
Sura.al-Kawthar and send prayers upon me. As for the reward 
of the prayers, I have gifted them to you. As for the reward 
of Kawthar, | have retained it for you later.” Then he said. 
‘Whenever you see your own actions or err in your speech, 
make sure you never neglect to say “I seek the forgiveness of 
Allah, the Tremendous; there is no god but Him, the Living 
and the Self-subsistent, and to Him | repent, J ask Allah 
for repentance and forgiveness, for He is the Relenting, the 
Merciful.” 

He also said, “1 saw the Messenger of Allah # and he 
kissed my mouth and said, ‘I kiss this mouth thar sends one 
thousand prayers upon me in the day and one thousand prayers 


193 


upon me in the night!’ Then he & said, ‘How excell 

would be if (Indeed, We have granted you Supreme Abyn ia eMC iy 
al-Kawthar] was your nightly litany.’ Then he said mae, [surg 
your supplication be “O Allah. diminish my faults, ae 
forgive my slips.” and then send prayers upon me a 
and salunations upon the Messengers, and all praises are due 10 Allah, 


the Worlds) Q7 182)” 
He also said, “| once hurried through m 


Say 
rd, of 


Y iNVocation 


the Prophet # in order to finish my litany —- which me 
thousand prayers upon him in total -and he # Set One 
‘Do you not know that hastiness is from Satan?’ The me 
said ‘Invoke with measure and deliberation: “O Allah ute 
prayers upon our master Muhammad, and upon the Sant 
of our master Muhammad,” unless time is limited, in er y 
case there is no blame on you if you hurry through it’ The 

he said, ‘Whar I have mentioned to you is the bes ie 
of action, any which way you send prayers is Satin 
prayer. The best practice is for you to utter a complete Drier 
[upon me] in the beginning, even if only once, and thea tg 


complete it with another’ Then he & said, ‘The complete 
and perfect prayer is the following: “O Allah, Send Prayers 
upon our master Muhammad and upon the Family of our 
master Muhammad, just as You sent prayers upon our master 
Ibrahim and the Family of our master Ibrahim; and bless our 
master Muhammad and the Family of our master Muhammad, 
just as You have blessed our master Ibrahim and the Family 
of our master Ibrahim in the worlds. Indeed. You are the 
Praiseworthy, the Glorious. Salutations be upon you, O 
Propher, and Allah's mercy and blessings!” 
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PRAYER FIFTY 


The Prayer of the Opener (Salat al-Fatih) 
of Shaykh Muhammad al-Bakri &'°° 


O Allah, send prayers, peace, and blessings upon our 
master Muhammad, the opener of what was closed"®, the 
seal of what had preceded", the helper of the truth by the 

Truth, and the guide to Your straight path. May Allah send 
prayers upon him, his Family, and his Companions as is 
truly merited by his greatness and magnificent rank 


2 


This prayer is from the eminent gnostic and notable scholar, the 
Pole of existence and scion of Abu Bakr al-Siddiq from whom 
he had inherited the station of supreme truthfulness (al-Siddigiyya) 
and attained the loftiest reaches of mastery in the mystical divine 
sciences: our master and liege lord Abu al- Makarim Shaykh 
Muhammad Shams al-Din b. Abi al-Hasan al-Bakri-—-may Allah 
be pleased with him and his father and all of their forefathers and 
progeny, and may He benefit us by their blessings! 

As for the virtue and distinction of [this prayer], Shaykh 
Mustafa al-Bakri said in his commentary, “It is sufficient as a 
virtue and honor that its compiler, my master Muhammad al- 
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Bakn, who is acknowledged with the rank of Supre 
(Quthanryya) and spiritual advancement, received ™e P, 
the bearer of the Message, the Beloved Intim 
Recipient of Divine Speech [the Prophet &)” 
My master Ahmad al-Sawi has mentioned in hise 
on the litany of Shaykh Ahmad al-Dardir that this praia 
Salat al-Fatih (the Prayer of the Opener) and is fre all 
Muhammad al- Bakri. He said: TY maste, 


Among its benefits is that whoever recites ir 
lifetime will not enter the Hellfire. Some 
single recitation of this prayer is equal to ten 
some say six hundred thousand -~other praye 
that whoever recites this prayer continuous| 
Allah will accept his repentance for all his 
recites this one thousand times during a Thursday, Friday 
Monday night shall gather with the Prophet & The eerie : 
of this prayer should commence after offering four ale 
prayer, in which one recites Sura al-Qadr in the first unit Sic 
al-Zalzala in the second, Sura al-Kafirun in the third, and the 
two Suras of seeking refuge [Sura al-Falag and Sura al-Nas} 
in the fourth. After reading this prayer one should burn sing 
aloeswood scent (‘Ud) Try this if you wish. 


it directly ge? 
™ 


ate Friend mi 


just Once in his 
have said that a 
thousand -and 
TS. It is also said 
y for forty days, 
Sins. Whoever 


This prayer was also mentioned by al-Ustadh Sayyid Ahmad 
Dahlan (Allah have mercy upon him) in his compilation of 
prayers. He said: 


This prayer is ascribed to my master, the perfect pole and 
noble master of prophetic pedigree. Shaykh ‘Abd al-Qadir 
al-Jilani & It is beneficial for beginners in the path as well as 
those in the middle and the end. Many of the gnostics have 
noted its secrets and marvels that perplex minds. Whosoever 
recites it consistently one hundred times cach day will have 
several veils removed from him, and will reecive lights and 
facilitation of needs to such an extent that only Allah knows 
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PRAYER FIFTY-ONE 


The Prayer of Those of High Resolve 
(Salat Uwli al-Azm) from Imam al-Jazuli & 


O Allah, send prayers, peace, and blessings upon our 
master Muhammad, and Adam, Nuh, Ibrahim, Musa, 
‘Jga, and the Prophets and Emissarics between them. May 
Allah’s prayers and peace be upon them all. 


o_o 


This is the Prayer of the Messengers of High Resolve. Whoever 
recites it three times it is as if he has done a complete reading of 
Dalail al-khayrat. The commentators on Daluil al-khayrat have quoted 
this from its author, my master Abu ‘Abdullah Muhammad b 
Sulayman al-Jazuli al-Sharif al-Hasani &. 
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PRAYER FIETY-TWo 


The Prayer of Felicity 
(Salat al-Saada) 


O Allah, send prayers upon our master Muhammad b 
the number of what is contained in Allah’s knowle dis = 
everlasting by the everlastingness of Allah’s do aint 


—— rrr en 


My master Ahmad al-Sawi mentioned that some have said that 
this prayer is equivalent to six hundred thousand other prayers, 
He said, “It is recited for attaining felicity in the two Abodes 
[this life and the Next], and is called the Prayer of Felicity” 
Al-Ustadh Sayyid Ahmad Dahlan said in his compilation of 
prayers, “One of the virtuous and excellent formulas is the Prayer 
of Felicity. It is said by some gnostics to be equal in reward to 
six hundred thousand prayers, and that whoever recites it one 
thousand times each Friday will be among those who enjoy felicity 
in both abodes...” 
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PRAYER FIFTY-THREE 


: d Merciful 
The Prayer of the Compassionate an. 
(Salat al-Rauf al-Rahim) 


O Allah. send prayers, peace, and blessings upon our 
master Muhammad, the Compassionate, the Merciful, 
the possessor of tremendous qualities of character, and 

upon his Family, his Companions, and his wives—at every 
instant in time, equal to the number of everything 
new and ancient. 


O_o 


This prayer is called the Prayer of the Compassionate and 
Merciful. As my master Ahmad al-Sawi has said. it is one of 
the noblest formulas of prayer and should therefore be recited 
frequently. 
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PRAYER FIFTY-FOUR 


The Prayer of Perfection 
(al-Salat al-Kamiliyya) 


O Allah, send prayers. peace, and blessings upon our 
master Muhammad and his Family, equal to the number of 
Allah’s perfection and as befits His perfection = ‘ 


$$! 


My master Ahmad al-Sawi said, “This is the formula of the people 
of the spiritual path and it is known as the Prayer of Perfection 
It is one of their important litanies recited ten times after each 
prayer, and recited one hundred times or more in other times, Its 
rewards are endless, which is why the people of the spiritual path 
have chosen it [for regular use]. Sayyid Muhammad b. ‘Abidin 
records in his thabat from Shaykh Abu al-Mawahib, the son of 
Shaykh “Abd al-Baqi al-Hanbali, who reported that his father 
related from the erudite Ahmad al-Mugri al-Maliki who said that 
the reward for this noble prayer equals the reward for fourteen 
thousand [other] prayers. 
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PRAYER FIFTY-FIVE 


The Prayer of Bounties 
(Galat al-Inam) 


O Allah, send prayers, peace, and blessings upon our 
¢ Muhammad and his Family equal to the number of 


ti 
a Allah’s bounties and graces. 





- ore —_—- 


My master Ahmad al-Sawi said, “This is the Prayer of Bounties 
and one of the doors to worldly and Afterworldly favors. The one 
who recites this prayer shall have an incalculable reward. 
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inghim Some of the gnostics have said that the one who 
ba aM prayer regularly should read it ten times each night 
be ies hundred times on Thursday night so he can attain 
ie virtue and great good, Allah willing 


PRAYER FIFTY-SIX 


The Prayer of the One of Lofty Rank 
(Salat al-Ali al-Qadr) 


O Allah, send prayers, peace. and blessings upon our 
master Muhammad the Primordial Prophet, the Beloved 
of lofty rank and immense glory, and upon his 
Family and Companions. 


- ant se —— 





This prayer, called the Prayer of the One of Lofty Rank, was 
quoted by Shaykh Ahmad al-Sawi in his commentary on the 
prayers of Shaykh Ahmad al-Dardir. It was also quoted by the 
erudite Muhammad al-Amir al-Saghir in his thabat, who related 
that Imam al-Suyuti said, “Whosoever reads it regularly every 
Thursday night, even if only once, will be buried in his grave by 
none other than the Messenger of Allah & himself.” 
Sayyid Ahmad Dabhlan said in his compilation: 


[This is] one of the virtuous formulas. Many of the gnostics 
have said that whoever reads it regularly on Thursday nights. 
even if only once. will, at the time of death and when entering 
the grave, have unveiled to his soul a similitude (mithul) of 
the Prophet's soul such that it is as if the Prophet himself is 
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PRAYER FIFTY-SEVEN 


The prayer of our master Shaykh Ahmad al-Khujnadi 


O Allah, send prayers upon our master Muhammad and his 
Family—with a prayer that befits You and that befits him 





o eee > 


This resplendent formula of prayer upon the best of creation has 
been ascribed by al-Hafiz al-Sakhawi (in al-Qauw! al-badf) to the 
teacher of his teachers, al-Jalal Abu Tahir Ahmad al-Khujnad 
al-Hanafi al- Madani (d. 851 AH), nicknamed “He who is accepted 
by the Messenger of Allah” & (Magbul Rasulillah), owing to his 
preoccupation with reading this prayer. Al-Hafiz al-Suyuti has 
mentioned that it is equivalent [in reward] to ten thousand 
prayers. 
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PRAYER FIFTY-EIGHT 


Aprayer upon the Prophet & transmitted by Ibn Abidin" 


O Allah, send prayers and peace upon our master 
Muhammad. My efforts have become straightened—come 
to my aid, O Messenger of Allah! 


i 


Ibn ‘Abidin records in his thabat, on the authority of his teacher 
Sayyid Muhammad Shakir al-‘Aqqad, who reported on the 
authority of the pious servant Shaykh Ahmad al-Halabi of 
Damascus, who reported on the authority of the Mufti of 
Damascus, the erudite Hamid Effendi al-‘Imadi, who said that 
once a government minister in Damascus wanted to punish him, 
ae he spent the night in extreme worry and distress. That very 
night he saw our master the Messenger of Allah & in his dream 
and the Messenger of Allah eased his worries and taught him 
iss formula, and said that if he reads it Allah will relieve him of 
* difficul ty. After he woke up he began reading this prayer. and 

¥ the Prophet's blessings & Allah relieved him of his difficulty 
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PRAYER FIFTY-NINE 


The prayer of Shaykh Muhammad al-Sanusi &"s 


O Allah, send prayers and peace upon our master and |i 
lord Muhammad—with a prayer by which You Alladin, 
difficulty, relieve my worry, rescue me from my turbidi = 
steady me from stumbling, and fulfill my need. ? 


oO 


This prayer was mentioned by Shaykh al-Diyarbi in section 
thirteen of his collection of tried and true invocations (Mujarrabat) 
He said: 


Know—may Allah grant you and me enabling grace—that 
whosoever has a need that he wishes to seek from Allah 
Most High. or is suffering from a worry or distress, or facing 
a tribulation that has descended upon him, should arise in 
the middle of the night, perform ablutions, offer two units of 
prayer (reciting whatever is easy for him [of the Quran]). and 
then, after concluding his prayer, send one thousand prayers 
upon the Prophet # while [continuing] to face the Qibla, and 
make the last of them *O Allah, send prayers and peace upon 
our master and liege lord Muhammad—with a prayer by which 
You alleviate my difficulty, relieve my worry, rescue me from 
my turbidity, steady me from stumbling, and fulfill my need.” 
Ifhe does that then Allah will relieve him of his difficulty. 
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PRAYER SIXTY 


The prayer of our master 
Shaykh ‘Abd al-Ghani al-Nabulsi & 


O Allah, send Your pre-eternal, beginningless, 
perpetual, endless, and abiding prayer upon our master 
Muhammad—a prayer which You sent upon him in 

the presence of Your pre-eternal knowledge, of which 
You sent down to Your angels in the presence of Your 
Speech, the Immense Quran, saying in the compassionate 
Muhammadan tongue € Verily Allah and His angels send prayers 
upon the Prophet, and addressing us with it along with 
greetings of peace so as to complete Your generosity and 
bestowal of favor upon us, saying {O you who believe, send prayers 
upon him and salute him with abundant greetings of peace. p And so I 
say, complying with Your command and longing for the 
divine recompense that is with You: O Allah, send prayers 
and peace upon our master Muhammad and upon his 
Family and Companions entirely—with a perpetual and 
enduring prayer till the Day of Judgment, so that we find 
ite 4 protection for us against the Blazing Fire of Hell, a 
3 aie us—the first and last of us from the company 
ae ievers—to the Abode of Bliss, and a means of 
ing Your Noble Countenance, O Tremendous! 
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o_o 


This noble prayer is from our master and liege lord, the o 
divine sciences and the learned master in the lands of the | 
the great saint and gallant verifying scholar, the supreme ae 
and esteemed refuge— Shaykh ‘Abd al-Ghani al-Nabulsi ie 
an), may Allah be pleased with him and allow us to benefit a8 
his blessings. Shaykh ‘Abd al-Ghani al-Nabulsi concluded rom 
this prayer in his commentary on the prayer of d-Shet 
Akbar Sayyidi Muhyi al-Din Ibn ‘Arabi. ... He said at the org i 
the commentary: of 


And we [al-Nabulsi] have a noble and subtle prayer Allah 
blessed us with during a lordly spiritual state. There is no 
harm in appending it here at the end of the commentary 
on the prayers of our perfected and realized master, the 
Muhammadan Heir, Muhyi al-Din Ibn ‘Arabi—may Allah 
Most High illuminate our hearts with the secrets of his 
sciences and the lights of His divine self-disclosures in the 
traces of his [Ibn ‘Arabi’s] understandings, for perchance the 
fragrant breezes of acceptance will blow upon us and perfume 
us with the fine scent of union... 


clan of 
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PRAYER SIXTY-~ONE 


The prayer of our master Shaykh 
Muhammad al-Budayri &" 


O Allah, send prayers and peace upon our master 
Muhammad, the Opener, the Seal, the perfect Messenger, 
and comprehensive mercy. and upon his Family, his 
Companions, and his beloveds—by the number of the 
objects of Allah’s knowledge and by the perpetuity of 
Allah. May it be a prayer that is well-pleasing to You, 
our Lord, and a fulfillment of his right. | beseech You 
through him to grant me the best of companions, the 
easiest of paths, the most beneficial of knowledge. the most 
righteous of works, the most spacious of abodes, the most 
comfortable of lives, and the finest and most 

expansive of provisions! 





- man, © aaeeea > 


a noble Prayer was found in various compilations and ascribed 
ie erudite knower of Allah, Shaykh Muhammad al-Budayri 
eh sion famously known as Ibn al-Mayyit. He said, “I placed 
ifont i in Allah that anyone who reads this prayer regularly, even 

y Seven times a day, will attain felicity in this abode and the 
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Next, and will be elevated in spiritual degrees, In 


é ee 
arc governed by intentions! 
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deed, actions 


PRAYER SIXTY-TWO 


The prayer of Shaykh Muhammad 
Haggqi Effendi al-Nazili &"6 


O Allah, send prayers and peace upon our master 


Muhammad with every glance and every breath, by the 


number of everything that is known to You. 


eer 


This noble prayer was mentioned by the Shaykh and gnostic 
Muhammad Haqqi Effendi al- Nazili in Khasinat al-asrar. He said: 


In the year 1261 Au in the Mahmudiya seminary in Medina the 
Illumined. my Shaykh and source, Shaykh Mustafa al- Hindi, 
authorized me with his chain. 1 requested him to give me a 
number of special formulas of remembrance that would aid in 
unveiling sacred knowledge and drawing close to Allah Most 
High and reaching the Messenger of Allah # He taught me 
Ayat al- Kursi and the following prayer: “O Allah, send prayers 
and peace upon our master Muhammad with every glance 
and every breath by the number of everything that is known 
to You.” He said to me, “If you are constant in this you will 
receive the mystical sciences and mysteries directly from the 
Prophet until you are under his spiritual Muhammadan 
training.” He also said, “This is tried and tested, and So-and-so 
and So-and-so tried it*—and he named many of the brethren. 
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an to read this prayer one hundred times on ¢ 

daa this and I saw the Prophet & ina done 
said to me,“ shall intercede for you. your parents, ail vou, 
brothers ” By the power of Allah. | found this prayer jus a 

the Shaykh said (may Allah sanctify his secret)! { later vail 
many of the brethren about this prayer and saw that those whe 
sere constant in it ganed astomshing spiritual secrets the likes 
of which | have not obtained. This prayer contains Within it 


many mysteries and this indication should suffice you, 


212 


PRAYER SIXTY-THREE 


The Prayer of Relief (al-Salat al-Tafrijiyya) 


O Allah, send a perfect prayer and complete greeting of 
peace upon our master Muhammad—the one by whom 
difficulties are alleviated, distresses are relieved, needs are 
fulfilled, and aspirations and good endings are attained, 
and by whose noble face rain-laden clouds are sought--and 
upon his Family and Companions, with every glance and 
every breath, by the number of everything 

that is known to You. 


or 


This prayer, called the Prayer of Relief (al-Salat al Tafrijiyya), was 
mentioned by the Shaykh and gnostic Muhammad Haqqi Effendi 
al-Nazili in Khazinat al-asrar. He quoted [mam al-Qurtubi who said: 


Whoever reads this prayer 141 times or more regularly each 
day, Allah will relieve his distress and anxiety, alleviate his 
worries and problems, facilitate his needs, enlighten his 
innermost being, exalt his rank, improve his condition, 
expand his provision, open for him the doors of goodness 
and excellences with increase, grant him influence, make him 
safe from the vicissitudes of time and the evil afflictions of 
hunger and extreme poverty, and place love for him in the 
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hearts of other people —and there is nothing he asks je 
except that Allah will give it to him lah 
These benefits, however. are not obtained 
condition is met, namely that the prayer be reg 
This prayer ts one of Allah's treasures, and its invocatie 
a key to Allah's treasure «stores. Allah grants an Opening is 
those of His servants who read this prayer regularly, and pre 
He causes them to arrive at what He wills for them Yy it 


unless one 
d regularly 


al-Dinawuri said, “Whosoever reads this Prayer 
sjeven ties after the end of each {obligatory] prayer and 
adopts it as his regular litany will never have his provision cut 
im ‘and he will attain lofty degrees and a sanctuary of wealth 
inate reads it forty-one times regularly after the Dawn 
Prayer each day will also obtain his wants. Whosoever reads 
isert hundred times regularly will attain what he secks after 
tind more than he desired. Whosoever reads it regularly each 
day 313 times --the number of the Emissaries, upon whom 


[mam 


Elsewhere ia Khasinat al-asrar, Shaykh Muhammad Hagqai Effeng; be peace for the unveiling of secrets. then he will behold 
al- Nazili said everything that he wanted to see. Whosoever reads it regularly 


And among the tried and tested prayers is the Prayer of Relieg 
(al Salat al Tafrijiyya) from al-Qurtubi. Those in the M aghreb 
call it the Fiery Prayer (al Salar al Nartyya), and that is because 
when they wish to obtain something that is sought after or 
avert something undesirable, they come together in a single 
gathering and read this prayer 4.444 times and quickly obtain 
what they were seeking 

The people of mystical secrets call it the Key to the 
Encompassing Treasure for Obtaining the Servants’ 
Wants (Mufiah al Kans al Muhit li Nay! Murad alAbid). and it is 
“O Allah, send a perfect prayer and complete greeting of 
peace upon our master Muhammad- the one by whom 
difficulties are alleviated, distresses are relieved, needs are 
fulfilled. and aspirations and good endings are attained, and 
by whose noble face rain-laden clouds are sought--and upon 
his Family and Companions, with every glance and every 
breath, by the number of everything that is known to You"1 
received a license for this prayer in this wording from Shaykh 
Muhammad al Sanusi atop Mount Qubays [in Mecca], after 
which I recetved a licence for it from Shaykh al- Maghnibi 
followed by Shaykh Sayyid Zayn b. Makki, may Allah be 
pleased with them all 

Shaykh Muhammad al-Sanusi said, “Whosoever reads it 
regularly eleven times each day, then it is as if it [the prayer] 
sends down provision from the heavens and causes it to sprout 
from the earth.” 
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,000 times daily will receive what cannot be described by 
those gifted at description — what no eye has ever seen. what 
no car has ever heard, and what has never occurred to the 


heart of man 
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PRAYER SIXTY-FOUR 


The Prayer of Tremendousness (al-Salat aL Azims 
of our master Shaykh Ahmad b. dei rH) 


iS Be 


O Allah, verily | ask You by the Light of Allah's 
tremendous Countenance"’, who filled the pillars of 
Allah's tremendous Throne, and by whom Allah's worlds 
were established’ - that You send Prayers upon our lie “ 
lord Muhammad the possessor of tremendous rank, me 
upon the Family of the tremendous Prophet of Allah 
as great in magnitude as Allah's tremendous Essence: 
with every glance and breath, and as many times as the 
number of what is contained within the knowledge of 
Allah, the Tremendous: with a prayer that is perpetual by 
the perpetuity of Allah, the Tremendous [This | ask] out 
of reverence for your right, O liege lord, O Muhammad, 
O Possessor of Tremendous Character. And send peace 
upon him and his Family with the like thereof Join us 
together just as You have joined the soul (ruh) with the 
self (nafs)'** - outwardly and inwardly. in wakefulness and 
in sleep, and make him, © Lord, a soul for my essence’ in 
every aspect, in the lower world before the I lereafter, 
O Tremendous. 
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PRAYER SIXTY-FIVE 


Another prayer of our master Shaykh Ahmad b. Idris & 


O Allah, send prayers upon the flood of the greatest 
realities"?, the secret of the divine retreat on the night 
of the Nocturnal Journey”*, the crown of the divine 
kingdom, the well-spring of existent realities, the vision of 
existence: the secret of spiritual witnessing’, the truth of 
the Essential Reality and the absolute reality of the unseen 
things witnessed", the detail of the universal generality”; 
the greatest sign in manifestation and nearness, the breath 
of the spiritual breaths, the sum of material forms™, the 
Throne of the thrones of the Essence’, the embodiment 
of the perfections that proceed from the divine name al- 
Rahman (the All-Merciful)'°, the Preserved Tablet of 
Your treasured knowledge’, the secret of Your hidden 
book that is touched by naught save the pure» (56:79). O opener 
of existents!'* © gathering-point of the two oceans of 
realities, the beginningless and everlasting! O essence of 
the beauty of all created and existentiated things! O center- 
point of all theophanies! O you who are the well-spring of 
the life of beauty from which splashed droplets that were 
transformed by the tuling of divine will into all originated 
things!" © meaning of the book of boundless beauty in 
whose presence all beauties retreated in solitude to read 
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the delimited letters of its beauty! © he fo, ‘ly 

realities of perfection have draped the veil ie OM the 
and the rest of} creation, and have concurred i ce (hi 
manifest to creation except through means 

of the springs of the beaming lights of glorifieas 
you for whose perfections all of the divine Bare 
yearned! © precious ruby of pre eternity! : 
of all perfections! Intellects, understandings ” 
and indced all faculties of perception have de. 0 
ever reading the inscribed lines of your M 


Ish is Q 


Ngues, 
despaired oe 


uhanimg 

cee ae . Bt 

essentialities, and of ever grasping the reality of idan 
your 


hidden divinely vouchsafed sciences! Hlow could j 
otherwise. O Messenger of Allah. when all aiiheeae 
near have read the reality of the theophanies rst — 
Preserved Tablet of your essential reality? May At h 
send prayers upon you, O beauty of creation, for one i 
not for you, nor even the minutest of minutia would | it 
manifested in the cosmos! ae 
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PRAYER SIXTY~-SIX 


Another prayer of our master Shaykh Ahmad b, Idris & 


O Allah, send prayers upon our liege lord and master 
Muhammad -- Your resplendent light and the manifestation 
of your flowing secret, by whose beauty You embroidered 
the cosmos, and by whose sublime majesty You adorned 
the receptacles"; the light of his reality being the means 
by which You opened the manifestation of the world, 
and whose perfection You sealed with the secrets of his 
prophethood."” The forms of beauty manifested from his 
effusion into the best of moulds, and were it not for him 
no form would manifest from the perished non-existence. 
No famished person secks Your aid through means of 
him except that he is sated; no thirsty person seeks Your 
aid through means of him except that he is quenched; no 
frightened person secks Your aid through means of him 
except that he enjoys security; and no beleaguered person 
seeks Your aid through means of him except that he is 
rescued --indeed 1 am beleaguered, I therefore seck Your 
succor and seek a downpour of Your expansive mercy from 
the treasure stores of Your largesse; so help me, O Merciful, 
who, when He looks with the Eye of His clemency and 
pardon, no sin can manifest with the exaltedness of His 
clemency and the magnificence of His pardon! Forgive me, 
turn to me in repentance, and pardon me, O Generous! 
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PRAYER SIXTY-SEVEN 


Another prayer of our master Shaykh Ahmad b. Idrig & 


O Allah, send prayers upon the essence of the ocean Of the 
nondelimited divine realm" and the source of the delimiteg 
subtleties of the created realm; the form of beauty and 
the rising point of majesty; the ultimate mirror of divinity 
and the secret of nondelimited unity": the throne of the 
Essence’s rising; the face of the beautics of the attributes, 
the one who, with the bright sun of the reality of his most 
precious essence, removes the veil of darkness from the 
face of the theophany of the holiest divine perfection,“ 
He is the inscribed book of the gatheredness of the Absolute 
Oneness of the Essence of the Real, in the unrolled parchment 
of the theophanies of the divine affair, called “creation” 
in the multiplicity of their forms, and the right side of the 
Mount Tur of spiritual realities spoken to Musa in the Holy 
Presence: ¢Indecd, 1am Allah there is nv yod but Me." O perfect 
of essence! O beautiful of attributes! © furthest aim! O 
light of the Real! © lamp of the worlds! O Muhammad! O 
Ahmad! O Abu al-Qasim! Far too exalted and sublime is 
your beauty to be perceived by man, and far too magnificent 
is your majesty to be fathomed by the heart! May Allah. 
Glorified and Exalted is He, send prayers and peace upon 
you, O Messenger of Allah, O mirror of the Supreme 
Divine Perfections! 
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PRAYER SIXTY-EIGHT 


Another prayer of our master Shaykh Ahmad b. Idris & 


O Allah, send prayers upon the Sultan of the Presences 
of the Essence, the rein holder of the theophanies of the 
attributes, the pivot of the worlds of divinity. the vantage 

pointon the Day of the supreme visitation in Your 

Pasadisiacal assembly places'#, the towering wave of the 

oceans of the Absolure Oneness of the Essence’, the 

Talisman of the treasures of the divine mystical sciences, 

the Lote-tree of the furthest boundary (sidra muntaha) of 

the qualitative and creational encompassments, and the 
oft-frequented house (bayt maimur) of the theophanies of 
the essence. He is the supreme pond of divinity that gives 
the oceans of the waves of the cosmos’ outward forms the 
effusions of the realities of his breaths. He is the Pen of 
divine omnipotence in the realm of immensity who writes 
in the tablet of his self what was and what shall be of the 
beauties of the world and its changes. He is the beauty 
of every divincly-instilled form. and their secret in the 
unseen and scen. He is the majesty of every meaning of 
perfection. beginning and repeated. He is the expressive 
tongue of the boundless divine knowledge, the reciter of 
the Quran of the realities of his essence’s beauty from the 
hidden book of the unseen reality of his attributes. He 
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is the gathereredness of gatheredness and the s 
of separation wherein there is neither gatheredn me 
separation. There is no tongue of creation that ite 
you to the fullest extent [that you merit]. May Allah ay 
n 


prayers and peace upon you, our master and lie 
O Muhammad! Be lord, 


Paration 


o_O 


These prayers are from my master, the prodigious cee 

famous saint, the ocean of the Shariah, the Spiritual bee and 
the Ultimate Reality, Ahmad b. Idris (d. 1252 AK) of the a 
order, which is a branch of the Shadhili order... ay 

As for the first prayer, my master Ahmad b. Idris received 

on two occasions. one time directly from the Prophet & witho tt 
intermediary, and a second time from our master Khidr yg i 
master Ahmad b. Idris & said, “I met with the Prophet & in, 
wakeful state and Khidr was in his company. The Prophet & 
ordered Khidr to invest me with the litanies of the Shadhili order 
and so he gave them to me in the Prophet's presence. The Prophet 
& then said to al-Khidr, ‘O Khidr, give him what unites alf of 
the remembrances, invocations, and prayers for forgiveness, and 
what is superior in reward and greater in number.’ Khidr replied, 
‘Whar is that, O Messenger of Allah?’ The Prophet & said, ‘Say 


Ste pian fg at ys 8 a 


dist the aa5 
“There is nogod but Allah, Muhantmad is the Messenger of Allah - with 


every glance and every breath, by the number of what is encompassed in 
Allah’ knowledge.” 
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Khidr] said it, and J said it after him and the Prophet 
anise? ae times. Then he said, ‘Say O Allah, { ask You by 

r ae rallahs tremendous face... [the Prayer of Tremendousness] 

es he said, ‘Say’ : 
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“I seek the forgiveness of Allah the Tremendous, He 
besides whom there is no god—the Living, the Self- 
subsistent, the Forgiver of sins, the Possessor of Majesty 
and Honor—and | turn to Him in repentance from all 
acts of disobedience, all sins and misdeeds. and from every 
sin have committed intentionally and unintentionally, 
outwardly and inwardly, in statement and in action, in 
my every movement and stillness, in my passing thoughts 
and my breaths —-by the number of what is encompassed 
in [divine] knowledge and enumerated in the Book and 
inscribed by the Pen, and by the number of what was 
brought into being by divine omnipotence and determined 
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by divine will, by the ink of Allah's words, as by 
majesty of our Lord's Countenance, beauty sited 
as our Lord loves and is pleased.” 


efits the 
Perfection 


“This is the Great Invocation for Seeki ; 
Khidr (peace be upon him and our eee said by 
both of them, and lo I was clothed in light and ns it after 
Muhammadan Strength (Quwwa Muhammadiyya) beeen With 
divine sights.’ Then the Prophet & said to me, ‘© oe 
have given you the keys to the heavens and the onal Mad, | 
aforementioned invocations].’ Then the Messenger i the 
invested me with these prayers without an jtiteranecte Allah 4 
I began to give them to the spiritual aspirants (muridin) ae and sp 
Prophet # gave [them] to me.” USt as the 
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PRAYER SIXTY-NINE 


The prayer of Sayyidi Shaykh 
Hasan Abu Halawa al- Ghazzi B' 


O Allah, send prayers and peace upon our master 
Muhammad, the Beloved and Cherished. the healer of 
maladies and reliever of worries—and upon his 

Family and Companions. 


oO 


This prayer is tried and true for relieving difficulties. In the year 
1306 aii I received this prayer along with a licence for it from my 
master, the renowned saint Shaykh Hasan Abu Halawa al-Ghazzi. 
resident of Jerusalem. 1 had complained to him about some of 
the stress and anxiety I was experiencing at the time. and after 
repeating this prayer for as long as Allah had willed, Allah—by His 
grace and largesse and the blessing of prayers upon the Prophet 
with this noble formula—relieved my difficulty and caused me 
to attain far more than 1 had initially hoped. 
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PRAYER SEVENTY 


The Greatest Prayer (al-Salat al-Kubra) 
of Shaykh ‘Abd al- Qadir al-Jilani & 


(Certainly there has come to you a Messenger from your own selves 


In grieves him that you should suffer; he is full of concern for you 


and he is, with the believers, merciful. (9:128) 


I worship Allah, my Lord, and I do not associate 
anything with Him. O Allah, L ask You by all of Your 
Beautiful Names—there is no god but You, Glorified 
are You!--to send prayers upon Muhammad and the 

Family of Muhammad, just as You have sent prayers upon 
Ibrahim and the Family of Ibrahim. Verily You are the 
Praiseworthy, the Glorious. 


O Allah, send prayers and abundant greetings of peace 
upon Muhammad the Primordial Prophet, and upon his 
Family and Companions, 


May Allah send prayers upon Muhammad and the Family 
of Muhammad, with a prayer that befits him 


O Allah, O Lord of Muhammad and the Family of 
Muhammad! Send prayers upon Muhammad and the 
Family of Muhammad, and reward 
Muhammad as befits him. 
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td of the seven heavens and Lord of the 
fa) oer see our Lord and the Lord of all things, 
eer who revealed the Torah, the Gospel, the Psalms, 
i Fs rpenetelous Criterion (the Quran)! O Allah, You 
et : First, so there is nothing before You, You are the 
are A ae js nothing after You. You are the Ourward, 
aah re is nothing manifest above You; and You are the 
eae so there is nothing more hidden than You! Thus 
sf You ‘pall praise, ¢there 15 no god except You, Glorified are You, I 
was certainly among the wrongdoers!p (21:87). Whatever Allah has 
willed shall come to pass. and whatever He does not will 
shall not come to pass. There is no strength 
except by Allah. 


O Allah, send prayers upon Muhammad, Your servant and 
Prophet and Messenger, with a blessed and fine prayer, 
just as You commanded us to send prayers upon him-—and 

grant him abundant peace. 


O Allah, send prayers upon Muhammad till nothing of 
Your prayers remain, extend Your mercy to Muhammad 
till nothing of Your mercy remains; and bless Muhammad 

till nothing of Your blessings remain.‘ 


O Allah, grant prayers and peace, and triumph and 
success, and perfection and completion, and purification 
and supreme gain, and complete fulfillment and fortune. 
through the most superior of benedictions and the most 

abundant of favors and salutations upon Your servant 
and Prophet and Messenger, our master and patron 

Muhammad— may Allah send prayers and peace upon him, 

who is the dawning lights of Divine Oneness. the rising 

of the sun of Lordly secrets, the splendor of the moon of 
eternal divine realities, the Throne of the presence of the 
Presences of the All- Merciful'*’, the light and resplendence 
of every Messenger—« Ya Sin. By the Wise Quran, You are certainly 
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of the Messengers. Upon a straight path.» (36:1 - 4) [Hej 

and guidance of every Prophet~ {That i the 

Almighty, the All-knowings (6:96) and the essence 
of every sainr— 

(Peace!— such ts the statement of an All: Mercifi 


heasure Of the 
and radiance 


Lord.) (36 58) 
O Allah, send prayers and peace upon 
the Primordial Prophet, the Arabian, th 
Hashimi, the Abtahi'*, the Tihami 
the Crown and the nobility, the master of goodne 
righteousness; he of the military campaigns and is and 
battle and jihad, of booty and apportioned cpaik: he 2 
signs and miracles and dazzling portents; he of the Haj 
and the head-shaving and the talbiyya's? and of Safa sid 
Marwa and the Sacred Precinct and the Station and Qibla 
and the Prayer-niche and pulpit: he of the Praiseworth 
Station and the Pond frequented (by his Umma on the fe 
Day]; he of the Intercession and the prostration to the 
Worshipped Lord; he of the pelting of the stones [at Ming] 
and the standing at Arafat; he of the towering Standard 
and the majestic speech; and he of the Sincere Word and 
truthfulness and complete acknowledgment! 


M uhammad 


Gia es Qureshi. the 
the Meccan ~he of 


O Allah, send prayers and peace upon our master 
Muhammad, and upon the Family of our master 
Muhammad, with a prayer that delivers us from all trials 
and animosities, from all terrors and tribulations, and by 
which You save us from all discords, sicknesses, afflictions, 
and diseases, and by which You purify us from all faults 
and sins, and by which You forgive us for all misdeeds, and 
by which You erase from us all errors, and by which You 
fulfill for us all the needs we scek after, and by which You 
raise us to the loftiest of degrees in Your Presence, and by 
which You cause us to attain to the most laudable aims in 
all forms of goodness, in this life and after death. 
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O Allah, O Answerer of the supplications! O 
I ask You to grant me, throughout the duration of 
set and after my death, multiples upon multiples of 
my life illion prayers and greetings of peace multiplied 
ee aire of the like thereof, upon Your servant and 
ie ie our master Muhammad the Primordial Prophet 
si 4 Arabian Messenger, and upon his Family and 
" = anions, and upon his children, wives, progeny, the 
peat oe of his Household, and his in-laws and Helpers, 
wi is supporters and followers, and his freed bondsmen 
2 and his servants and sentinels! My God, cause every 
prayer to surpass and excel the prayers of the inhabirants 
of the heavens and earths who send prayers upon him, 
commensurate with his supreme rank that You preferred 
for him over all of Your creatures. O Noblest of the Noble, 
O Most Merciful of the Merciful. {Our Lord, accept from us, 
indeed You are the All- Hearing, the All- Knowing. And relent toward us, 
indeed You are the Relenting, the Compassionate!  (2:127—128) 


O Lord. 


O Allah, send prayers, peace. and honor upon our master 
and patron Muhammad, Your servant, Your Prophet, 
Your Messenger, the Primordial Prophet, the perfect 

liege lord, the Opener and the Seal; the letter ha’ of mercy 

(mahma), the letter mim of sovereignty (mulk), and the letter 

dil of perpetuity (dawam); the ocean of Your lights, the mine 
of Your secrets, the expressive tongue of Your proof, the 
bridegroom of Your kingdom, the most preeminent of 

Your creatures, Your choice servant whose light preceded 

creation, and whose appearance is a mercy to the worlds; 

the Chosen One, the Selected, the Preferred, the Recipient 
of divine pleasure, the reality of divine solicitude [to 
creation], the adornment ofthe Resurrection, the treasure 
of guidance; the Imam of the court of the divine presence, 
the trustee of the kingdom, the embroidery of the gown of 
honor, the teeasure of the Ultimate Reality, the Sun of the 
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Law, the remover of the shadows of darkness 
the religion, the Prophet of mercy, and the In 
the Umma on the Day of Resurrection--the D 


the Victor of 
lercesso, of 


voices will be subdued and eyes will be ite which 
O Allah, send prayers and peace upon our 
Mas 
Prophet Muhammad, the brilliant light, thedlon and 
lOlis. 


splendor, the possessor of the secret of the Torah 
and the essence of the Gospel of ‘Isa (may Alla 
His prayers and peace upon him and them’). 
of the starless celestial sphere in the inner ree 
was a hidden treasure and desired to be know 
handsome light of the Holy Spirit in the manifestatig 
“therefore I created creatures and made Myself aioe st 
them, so through Me they came to know Me.” [He i] i 
sweetness of the eye of certitude and the mirror of thse 
endowed with high resolve among the Emissarics, by which 
they witness the Manifest and True King, [He is} the light 
of the lights of the sights of the ennobled Prophets, the 
locus of Your vision, the expansiveness of Your mercy 
to the worlds of the first and the last— may Allah Most 
High send prayers upon him and his brethren among 
the Prophets and Emissaries, and upon his Family and 
Companions, fine and pure! 


of Musa 
hsend | 
the Bazer 
esses of “| 


n.” and the 


O Allah. grant prayers and peace, and triumph and 
success, and perfection and completion, and purification 
and supreme gain, and complete fulfillment and fortune. 
through the most superior of benedictions and the most 

abundant of favors and salutations upon Your servant and 
Prophet and Messenger—with a prayer and greeting that 
constantly descend from the horizon of the innermost 
reality of the divine essence to the celestial sphere of the 
manifestations of the names and the attributes. and which 
ascend to the presence of the Lote-tree of the Furthest 
Boundary of the gnostics, to the center of the majesty of 
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_-be—-upon our master and patron Muhammad, 
ae ae He Your Prophet and Your Messenger, 
ial ee: whom the lordly scholars have certainty 
As ch knowing (“im al-yagin), the one through whom the 
ae Guided Caliphs have certainty through perception 
Righ a yagin) and the one through whom the ennobled 
ees have certainty through self-realization (hagg al- 
yagint) — those who wandered in the lights of his majesty, 
from the Envoys endowed with firm resolve; and he whose 
realities left the mighty angels bewildered and perplexed. 
To him was revealed in the Tremendous Quran ina clear 
Arabic diction: (Allah has certainly shown grace to the believers by 
sending to them a Messenger. -from their own, who recites to them is verses 
and purifies them, and instructs them in the Scripture and the Wisdom, 


though before that they were in manifest error.» (3:164) 


O Allah, send prayers and peace of Your Essence upon 
the presence of Your attributes [the Prophet]"", who 
gathers every quality of perfection, who is described by the 
attributes of majesty and beauty, and who is transcendent 
beyond peers among creation—[he who is] the well-spring 
of lordly gnostic sciences and the provident care of divine 
secrets, the ultimate aim of the petitioners and the proof 
for every bewildered spiritual traveller; [he is] Muhammad 
the praiseworthy in his attributes and essence, and Ahmad 
the most active in praise among those who have preceded 
and those yet to come. Grant him abundant peace from the 
beginning of the first to the farthest reach of eternity so 
that there may be no number to count it and no duration 
in time to end it. And be pleased with his followers in 
the Shariah, the Spiritual Path (Tariga), and the Ultimate 
Reality (1 lagiqa), among the Companions, the scholars, and 
the people of the Spiritual Path—and make us, O Patron, 
among them in reality, amin! 
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O Allah, send prayers and peace upon our master 
Muhammad and upon the Family of our maste, 
Muhammad —the opening of the doors to Your Prese 
the essence of Your solicitude for Your creation, ie 
Messenger to Your jinn and humans, the one cae = 
unique in his essence and to whom the clear verses wie 
revealed, [he who is] the pardoner of lapses, the chie fain, 
all masters, the obliterator of polytheism and misguidans 
with the sharp-edged swords, the enjoiner of good ae 
forbidder of evils; [he who is] inebriated by the drink of 
direct witnessing —our master Muhammad, the best of 
creation, may Allah send prayers and peace upon him! 


O Allah, send prayers and peace upon he who possesses 
pleasant character, well-pleasing qualities, statements 
congruent with sacred law, spiritual states reflective of 

the Ultimate Reality. pre-eternal solicitudes, eternal 
felicities, Meccan Openings, Medinan Manifestations, 

Divine perfections, Lordly features of prominence, and 

the secret of creation—[he who is] our intercessor on the 

Day of our resurrection and the one who seeks forgiveness 

for us in the presence of our Lord; he who invites to You, 
who is emulated by the one who desires to arrive unto 

You, and who is intimate with you and estranged from 

“other than You,” so that he took delight in the light of 

Your Essence and returned through You, and not through 
any other besides You, and witnessed Your oneness in 

Your multiplicity’, and You spoke to him with Your 

theophanic expression and strengthened him with Your 
perfection: ¢So proclaim openly what you are commanded and turn away 
from the idol- worshippers. » (15:94) [He is] the one who invokes 
You in the night, fasts for Your sake in Your day, and is 
known to Your angels as the best of Your creation. 


O Allah, we seek a means of approach unto You through 
the letter embracing the meanings of Your perfection'?— 
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ask You by You to show us the face of our Prophet &, 
pn face from us the existence of our sins by the direct 
oe our beauty, and to make us absent from our 
being in the seas of Your lights, preserved 
from worldly preoccupations and yearning for You and 
absent [from all others} through You. O He! O Allah! 
O He! O Allah! O He! O Allah! There is no god besides 
You! Give us from the drink of Your love and plunge 
us into the seas of Your Absolute Oneness so that we 
revel in the delight of Your Presence, and so that You, 
by Your grace and mercy, remove from us the illusions 
(avham) of Your creation. Enlighten us with the light of 
obedience to You and guide us and do not lead us astray 
Grant us keen awareness of our own faults, away from the 
faults of others—by the right of our Prophet and master 
Muhammad, may Allah send prayers and peace upon him 
and his Family and Companions, the lamps of existence 
and the people of witnessing. O Most Merciful of the 
Merciful, we ask You to join us with them and to gift us 
with their love—O Allah! O Living! O Self-subsistent! 
O Possessor of Majesty and Honor! €O our Lord, accept 
from us, indeed You are the All-Hearing, the All- Knowing. And turn to 
us in repentance, for You alone are the Relenting, the Compassionate. 
(2:127-128) And grant us a beneficial gnosis, indeed You 
have power over all things. O Lord of the Worlds, O Most 
Merciful of the Merciful! We ask You to provide us a 
vision of the face of our Prophet in our sleep and in our 
wakefulness, and we ask You to send upon him a prayer 
and peace that last until the Day of Judgment, and we ask 
You to bless the best of us and to be for us 


witnessing of ¥ 
own selves by 


O Allah, make the best of Your prayers, Your most 
expansive blessings, and the purest of Your benedictions in 
virtue and number, always and forever upon the noblest of 

the creation from mankind and jinn—the gathering point 
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of all the realities of faith; the manifestation of ere 
theophanies of perfection; the locus of the All-Me diving 
mysteries, the middle of the necklace of the Pro cial 
forefront of the army of the Messengers; the ] Phets: the 


ead 
noble prophetic cavalry; the best of creation salen, the 
bearer of the Standard of the highest honor an, 4 Pe the 
the reins of the most august glory; the witn, er of 


_ : €S8 to the pre. 
eternal secrets and lights, the interpreter of the Pre-ctemal 
etn 


expressions; the well-spring of knowledge, forbearance 
wisdom; the manifestation of the universal and pein 
secrets of beneficence; the pupil of the eye of the highes 
and lower worlds, the soul of the body of the two fale 
the essence of life in the two abodes; the one who has , 
fully realized the highest ranks of servitude; the one who 
has adorned himself with the qualities of the Stations 
of chosenness (al-istifaiyya) the greatest intimate friend 
(Khalil) and noblest beloved—our master Muhammad, 
the son of ‘Abdullah, the son of ‘Abd al-Muttalib—and 
may prayers and salutations of peace be upon his Family 
and Companions by the number of the objects in Your 
knowledge and the ink of Your words, for every time the 
people of remembrance remember You and for every time 
the people of heedlessness neglect to remember You. And 
send upon him abundant salutations of peace 


O Allah, we seek a means of approach unto You through 
his light permeating existence, that You enliven our hearts 
with the light of the life of his heart that encompasses 
all things in mercy, knowledge, and guidance—as a glad 
tidings for the Muslims. [We ask that] You expand our 
breasts with the light of his expansive breast'*—€ We have 
neglected nothing in the Book (6:38)'*—as an illumination and a 
reminder for the God-conscious. [We ask that] You pur ify 
our souls with the purity of his pure and well-pleasing soul, 
and to teach us with the lights of the sciences of And We 
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have encompassed all things in a clear Imam » 36.12)" [We ask that] 

You instill within us his secrets by the rays of Your lights, 

ji] You make us absent from ourselves in the truth of his 

uni Nae 9 that he is the living and subsistent within us by 

sin everlasting self-subsistence—so that we may live the 
life of eternity through his spirit. 


May Allah send prayers and abundant peace upon him, 
his Family. and Companions, amin! [Grant us this] 
through Your grace and mercy upon us. O Tender One, 
O Generous Bestower, O All-Merciful. and grant us the 
reception of Your theophanies, through the theophanic 
disclosures of Your encounters in the mirror of his 
witnessing, SO that we may be among the Rightly Guided 
Caliphs in the provident care of those most near [to You] 


O Allah, send prayers and peace upon our master and 
Prophet Muhammad, the beauty of Your benevolence, 
the tenderness of Your affection, the majesty of Your 
dominion, the perfection of Your Holiness, the absolute 
light'” with the secret of “withness” (maipya) that is 
not delimited; he who is spiritually inward (Batin) with 
respect to Your unseen, Outward (Zahir) in truth by Your 
testimony; he who is the Sun of the Lordly secrets, the 
ultimate mirror (majla) of the presence of the presences of 
the All- Merciful: he who is described as the descending 
points'* of the precious Books" and the one who brings 
light to the clear signs: the one You have created from the 
light of Your Essence and whom You have given ultimate 
realization of Your names and attributes: he from whose 
light You have created the Prophets and Emissaries and 
made Yourself known to them by taking the Covenant 
with them, with Your true and manifest words and 
[remember] when Allah took the Covenant from the Prophets, [saying]. 
“Behold what I have brought to you of the scripture and wisdom. \When, 
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afterwards, there comes unto you a Messenger confirming vifhar 

you must believe in him and help him.” He said, “Do You ack is wit 
take on this Covenant as binding upon you?” They replied, “Wen 
it.” He said, “Then bear witness, and 1 am among 


th 
ede 
ScRnoy) 
em Gh 
O Allah, send prayers and peace upon the spleng 
perfection, the crown of majesty, the miplenia of 
beauty, the sun of union, the fragrance of ethic, a 
of every being, the glory of the majesty of You; me € life 
the majesty of the glory of Your kingdom, the Poss Otity, 
of the handiwork of Your omnipotence. the crown C8507 
of the elite of the elite from Your most dhistee a 
and the quintessence of the elect from the Beopleot “i 
nearness. [He is] Allah’s Supreme Secret. Allah’s Nobiew 
Beloved, Allah’s Most Honored Friend—our m lest 


ast 
patron Muhammad &. =e 


O Allah, we entreat You while seeking a means of 
approach unto You through him and seeking his 
intercession in Your presence—as he is the PoOssessor of 
the Greatest Intercession, the Supreme Wasila, the noble 
Shariah, the loftiest rank and the nearest station He drew 
near two bows' lengths or nearer (53:9) —asking that You grant 
us realization of him in his essence, attributes, names, 
acts. and works-—so that we neither see nor hear nor sense 
nor find anything bur You. My God and Master! | ask 
You by Your grace and mercy that You make him our 
very identity, in his beginnings and his end, through the 
affection of his intimate friendship and the purity of his 
love, through the openings of the lights of his spiritual 
vision and the compendia of the secrets of his innermost 
self, through the compassion of his compassions and the 
bounty of his bounties! 


O Allah, we ask You by the rank of Your Prophet. our 
master Muhammad &, for forgiveness, divine approval, and 
complete acceptance. We ask that You not entrust us t0 
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egos for even the blinking of an eye—how excellent is 

ed Responder! —for an intruder has entered." [We ask 

al O Patron, beseeching by the rank of Your Prophet 
Muhammad &, since the forgiveness of the sins of creation, 

the first and last of them, the righteous among them and 
the corrupt among them, is like the drop of the sea of Your 

yast and shoreless sea of generosity. For You have said— 

and Your word is true and manifest—d And We have not sent 

you but as.a Mercy to the Worlds. » (21:107) 
May Allah send prayers and peace upon him, his Family, 
and Companions entirely. 


{0 Lord, my bones have weakened and my head has glistened with gray hair, 
but never, O Lord, have I been unblessed in my prayer to you!» (19:4) 
{0 Lord, harm has touched me, and You are the Most Merciful of the 
Merciful! (21:83) {O Lord, of the good that You have sent down I am 
in need!» (28:24) O Helper of the weak! O Tremendous 
source of hope! O Rescuer of the drowning! O Savior of 
the perishing! O Best Guarantor! O Security of the fearful! 
There is no god but Allah, the Tremendous, the Clement. 
There is no god but Allah, the Lord of the Tremendous 
Throne, There is no god but Allah, the Lord of the seven 
heavens and the Lord of the Noble Throne 


O Allah, send prayers and peace upon the most perfect 
gatherer’*, the Lordly Pole (al-Queb al-Rabban’), the most 
excellent embroidery of the gown of faith, the treasure- 
store of generosity and excellence—he of heavenly 
aspirations and divinely vouchsafed sciences. 


O Allah, send prayers and peace upon the one for whose 
sake You created existence, and because of whom you 
made all things available—Muhammad the Praiseworthy, 
he of noble qualities and largesse—and upon his Family 
and Companions, the Poles (Aqtab) and forerunners who 
Preceded [us] to the side of the most honorable being. 
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O Allah, send prayers and peace UPON our mast 
Muhammad the brilliant light, the clear explication 
Arabic tongue, the upright way, the Mercy to the rh the 
the one supported by the Trustworthy Spirit and ee 
manifest Book, the Seal of the Prophets, and Allah's o 
to the Worlds and to all of creation, Srey 


O Allah, send prayers and peace upon the one 
created from Your light, and whose speech yo 
Your speech, and whom You preferred over all of Yo, 
Prophets and saints, and whom You made the shen! . 
from You to him, and from him to them.“ [He is] the 
perfection of every saint belonging to You, and the guide 
for everyone who strays from You; the guide of creation 
to the Real, the one who abandoned things for Your sake 
[He is}. by Your grace, the treasure-store of benefits. You 
have addressed him on the carpet-spread of Your Nearness 
saying (And the grace of Allah towards you has been tremendous! 
(4.113) [He is] the one who stands for Your sake in Your 
night, and fasts for Your sake in Your day. and whois 
enraptured by You in Your majesty 


whom You 
U made from 


O Allah, send prayers and peace upon Your Prophet, 
the Vicegerent of Your creation -- he who is occupied 
with Your remembrance and who contemplates Your 
creation; he who is the trustworthy keeper of Your secret. 
the proof of Your Messengers, the ever-present in the 
secrets of Your ineffable holiness; he who witnesses the 
beauty (jamal) of Your divine rigor (jalaf)—our master and 
patron Muhammad, the one who explains Your signs, who 
is Outward [visible] in Your kingdom (Mulk), Hidden 
[unseen] in Your Spiritual Realm (Malakut), who has 
instilled his character with Your attributes, who summons 
[others] to Your Realm of Omnipotence (Jabarut), the 
Presence of All-Mercifulness, the Cloak of Rigor. the 
Shirts of Beauty, the Trellis receiving divine succor™. the 
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cafe Ate Land 
_. Beloved, the brilliant light, the pure pearl, 
fie amp O Allah, send prayers and peace upon 
sere" Family just as You have sent prayers upon 


ie a the Family of Ibrahim Indeed You are the 
eat Praiseworthy, the Glorious. 


d prayers and peace upon our master and 
net al the sea of Your lights. the mine of 
Your secrets, the Soul of the souls of Your servants, the 
exquisite pearl, the redolence of the fragrant breezes. the 
source of existents, the letter h of rahamat (mercies) : the 

letter j of dorajat (spiritual degrees), the letter § of saiadat 

(felicities), the letter of ‘inayat (divine solicitudes); the 
perfection of universals'*, the origin of timeless realities 

(caliyat), the seal of all things enduring eternally’; the 
one occupied with You to the exclusion of worldly things; 

who eats from the fruits of direct witnessing [of You] 
and who takes drink from the secrets of the holy realities; 
who knows the past and furure—our master and patron 

Muhammad, and upon his choice 
Family and pious Companions. 


O Allah, send prayers and peace upon the sou! of our 
master Muhammad among souls, and his body among 
bodies, and his grave among graves, and his name among 
names, and his appearance among appearances, and 
his hearing among hearing, and his movement among 
Movements, and his stillness among stillnesses, and his 
sitting among sittings, and his standing among standings, 
and upon his pre-eternally cheerful tongue and seal of 
all things enduring eternally. O Allah, send prayers and 
Peace upon him and his Family and Companions, but the 
number of what You know 
and but the measure of what You know! 
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O Allah, send prayers and peace upon our mast 
Muhammad to whom You have given, and who er 
have ennobled, preferred, helped, brought near 

close, given drink, made firm, filled with Your 
precious knowledge, expanded with Your finest love 
whom you have adorned with Your most ‘uri 
speech. [Send prayers and peace upon] the pride ae 
the celestial spheres, the one of sweet character, Your 
manifest light, Your ancient servant, Your firm rope, You 
impregnable fortress, Your wise majesty, and Your a 
beauty-our master and patron Muhammad —and upon 
his Family and Companions, the lamps of guidance and he 
lanterns of existence, and the perfection of good fortunes 
purified from faults. ‘ 


m You 
drawn 
Most 


O Allah, send prayers and peace upon him—with a prayer 
by which You loosen the knots [difficulties], a wind by 
which you relieve worries, a mercy by which You remove 
injury, and an ennoblement by which You fulfill needs—O 
Lord! O Allah! O Living! O Self-subsistent! O Possessor 
of Majesty and Honor! We ask You of [all] thar, from 
the favors of Your benevolence and the wonders of Your 
grace, O Generous, O Compassionate! 


O Allah, send prayers and peace upon Your servant, 
Your Prophet, and Your Messenger: our master and 
Prophet Muhammad the Primordial Prophet and Arabian 
Emissary, and upon his Family, his Companions, his wives, 
his progeny, and his Household—with a prayer thats 
pleasing to You and a fulfillment of his rightful due. Grant 
him the Wasila and the virtue, and the honor and the high 
and lofty degree, and raise him up to the Praiseworthy 
Station that You have promised him, OQ Most Merciful of 
the Merciful! 


Husayn, and his 


ah, we seek a means of approach unto You, and 
bi weech You and turn to You through Your Mighty 
se ‘i nd Your Noble Prophet, our master Muhammad 
Pd ti glorious honor and his forefathers Ibrahim and 
. Al and his Companions Abu Bakr, ‘Umar, ‘Uthman 
the Possessor of Two Lights (Dhu al Nurayn), the Family 
of Fatima and ‘Ali and their offspring al- Hasan and al- 
uncles Hamza and al-‘Abbas, and his wives 
Khadija and ‘A’isha. O Allah, send prayer and peace upon 
him and his forefathers 1 brahim and [sma‘il, and upon 
the families and companions of each—with a prayer that 
is translated by the tongue of pre-eternity in the gardens 
of the Spiritual Realm (Malakut), on the exalted stations, 
and [for] the attainment of noble gifts and the elevation 
of degrees: and by which the tongue of pre-eternity cries 
out in the depths of humanity for the forgiveness of sins, 
the relief of difficulties, and the removal of concerns—as 
befits Your sublime Divinity and tremendous stature, 
and as befits their worthiness and noble rank, with the 
distinction of their unique qualities— Allah selects for His 
mercy whom He wills, and Allah is the Possessor of tremendous bounty! 
(2:105) O Allah, grant us realization of their innermost- 


oO All 


selves in the weigh-stations of their mystical sciences, with 


the recompense of those for whom good has preceded 
from You—the Family of Muhammad &—and grant 
{us] the triumph of attaining the Supreme Felicity by 
means of loving them for the sake of their kinship [with 
the Prophet #], and include us in his formidable glory 
and his Praiseworthy Station, and beneath his firmly- 
held Standard. And give us drink from his Pond (Hawd) 
of gnosis of the One he & knows on the Day when Allah will 
not disgrace the Prophet (66:8) by the appearance of the glad 
tidings of “Speak, and you shall be heard, ask, and you 
shall be given; intercede, and your intercession shall be 


accepted”—by the manifestation of the glad tidings of {your 
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Lord shall certainly give you and you will be well pleased d¢ 


9 
and Exalted are You, O Possessor of Majesty ond sed 
nop 


© Allah, we seek refuge in the might of Your 
in the majesty of Your might, and in the ™MAJesty, ang 
Z : Power of Y 
authority, and in the authority of Your power Our 
love of Your Prophet Muhammad &, from separatj 
. ton 
lowly passions. O Helper of those who seek asthe and 
Companion of those who seek refuge! Deliver us oak ce) 
passing thoughts of the lower-self, and safeguard a the 
the Satanic desires, and purify us from the defiteme, tom 
human nature, and cleanse us with pure and true lived of 
the rust of heedlessness and from the illusions bins 
on by ignorance—unul our traces are utterly étlece 
through the annihilation of egoism, and until we de 
completely from [lower] human nature, [annihilated 
the Presence of Gatheredness and Divestment (i hal. 
af-jami wa al Takhliya), and the adornment of the Absolute 
Oneness of Divinity, and the theophanies of eternal 
realities—witnessing Singularity where there is no 
*whence,” no “where,” and no “how,” and all things subsist 
for Allah, by Allah, and are from Allah, to Allah, and with 
Allah, submerged in the grace of Allah, in the ocean of 
Allah's favor, made victorious by Allah’s sword, selected 
with Allah’s generous gifts, observed by Allah’s Eye, 
fortunate through Allah’s solicitude, safeguarded by Allah's 
protection from every preoccupation that distracts from 
Allah, and from every passing thought that occurs about 
other than Allah. O Lord! © Allah! O Lord! O Allah'O 
Lord! © Allah! (And my success is but by Allah. Upon Hitn 1 place my 
trust, and to Him [ turn reverently » (11:88) 


+ and in the 


O Allah, occupy us with You, and grant us a gift in which 
there is no room or entry for any besides You—make tt 
expansive with the Divine sciences, the Lordly ateributes, 
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and the Muhammadan qualities of character. Strengthen 
ae beliefs with good and beautiful thoughts, and with the 
truth of certainty and the reality of firmness Set aright our 
states with enabling grace, felicity, and beautiful certainty 
Solidify our foundations upon the path of rectitude and 
the foundations of unshakable honor «the path of those upon 
whom You have bestowed Your favor, not those who have incurred wrath or 
those who have gone astray (1:7) the path of those upon whom 
You have bestowed Your favor, €from the Prophets, the veracious, 
the martyrs, and the righteous.» (4:69) And erect our goals upon 
deeply-rooted glory reaching the apex of nobility and the 
resolutions of the Emissaries endowed with firm resolve. O 
Aid to those who cry out for help! O Succor of those who 
seck aid! Rescue us through the subtleties of Your mercy 
from the error of remoteness, envelop us with the fragrant 
breezes of Your solicitude in the tender folds of love; save 
us with the lights of Your guidance in the vanguards of 
nearness; help us with Your mighty help—a help of vigor 
by the Glorious Quran, through Your grace and mercy, O 
Most Merciful of the Merciful! {Our Lord, accept from us, indeed 
You are the All-Hearing, the All- Knowing. And relent toward us, indeed You 
are the Relenting the Compassionate! (2:127-128) 


O Allah, send prayers and peace upon our master 
Muhammad the Primordial Prophet, and upon his wives, 
the Mothers of the Believers, and upon his offspring and 

the members of his Household, just as You have sent 
prayers upon Ibrahim and the family of Ibrahim, verily 
You are the Praiseworthy, the Glorious. O Support of 
those who have no support! O Pillar of those who have 
no pillar! O Treasure of those who have no treasure! O 

Mender of every broken one! O Companion of every 

estranged one! © Intimate Friend of every lonely one! 

There is no god but You- --glorified are You, I was surely among the 

wrongdoers! You are my Protecting Friend in this world and in the Hereafter. 
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Cause me to die as a Muslim and join me with the righteous.) (t 
(And rectify for me my offspring, verily I have repented unto Temas 
one ofthe Muslims ) (46:15) ne 


May the prayers of Allah, His Angels, His Pro h : 
Messengers, and all of His creation be upon ine His 
and Prophet and liege lord Muhammad, and y Ester 
Family of our master Muhammad the 


—and ma 
Allah's mercy and blessings be upon him fe is 


ay 


7 Allah, cause us to enter with him—by his intercession 
is guarantee, and his watchful care —together with his. 
Family and his Companions into Your Abode, the Ab 
of Peace, {ia truthful sitting, in the Presence of an All Powerful oe 
(54:55) O Possessor of Majesty and Generosity, gift wt) 
with witnessing him through his benevolent Waystation 
O Generous, O Compassionate! Honor us to Baze upon 
the beaury of the glorifications of Your Tremendous 
Countenance; protect us by his nobility through honoring 
him and showing him deference and reverence. Honor 
us with his visitation —€a hospitable gift from One All Forgiving 
Compassionate p (41:32) —in the garden of the good- pleasure 
of “I shall grant you My good-pleasure, so | shall never be 
displeased with you, and I shall give you the keys to the 
unseen for the treasures of the hidden secret in the hidden 
gardens of the mystical sciences of the qualitative attributes 
(sifat al mauni),” by the lights of the essence of €upon couches, 
gasingy (83:23) and < they shall have whatever they request, [and] 
“peace” as a word from a Compassionate Lord.» (36:57 - 58) 


[All of this | ask] through the tender affection of the 
Muhammadan kindness, from the font of his providential 
care which is €u bounty from your Lord; that ts indeed the immense 
triumph} (43:30) -- in the beauties of the palaces of the 
treasure-stores of the secrets of the verse €s0 10 soul knows 


what comfort has been kept hidden from them a reward for what they wed 
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17), and in the bridal throne of the beauties of the 
nd Gohan prayer therein shall be “Glorified are You, O Allah!” and 
seals os therein will be of peace. And the conclusion of their prayer shall 
oe wall praise is due to Allah, the Lord of the Worlds!” (10:10) 


nn need 


This is the Greatest Prayer (al-Salat al-Kubra) of our master and 
‘age lord Shaykh ‘Abd al-Qadir al-Jilani &. It consists of many 
a rs reported from the Prophet & himself as well as prayers 
pa the Pious Forebears (al Salaf al-Salih), may Allah be pleased 
with them. | have concluded this collection with al-Salat al-Kubra in 
order that it end beautifully and serve as a synopsis of all the details 
presented before it. have taken this prayer from its commentary 


by my master Shaykh ‘Abd al-Ghani al-Nabulsi. 


All praise is due to Allah, the Lord of the Worlds. 
May Allah send prayers and peace upon our maSter 
Muhammad and his Family and Companions! 


acl 
Ee 
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Notes 


1 To date two large chapters of this work have been translated and 
published. On the Means of Beholding the Prophet % ina Dream (Durban 
Ihsanica Media, 2012); and Commentary on the Abrahamic Prayer (Durban: 
Ihsamica Media, 2013) 


2, The main references for this biography come from Shaykh Yusuf 
al-Nabahani’s brief autobiography appended to his Jami karamat al 
Awliya’, as well as ‘Abd al-Razzaq al- Baytar’s Hilyat al-bashr fi tarikh al-garn 
al-thalith ashar. 


3. For simplicity’s sake, whenever Shaykh al- Nabahani mentions his 
teacher, he will be referred to as Shaykh al~‘Adawi [t] 


4. The verb mentioned in the verse, and salute him with abundant greetings of 


peace’p, is paired with the cognate accusative (maful mutlag), which is the 
verbal noun. [t] 


5 See appendix I for more details on the meaning of prayers and 
peace upon the Prophet #. [t] 


6 A similar wording to this is found in Sahih Muskim. [t] 


7. Taalli, which can be translated as theophany, self disclosure, or divine 
manifestation, refers 1o A)lah's self-disclosure to creation whereby 


He manifests to them the implications of His divine names and 
attributes. [t] 


8. Muhammad b. ‘Abdullah al-Mansur al- Mahdi Billah, the third 
Abbasid caliph (d. 169 au). [c] 
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9 Inthe Islamic tradition, the new day starts at sunset (Magh 
so Thursday evening after sunset marks the beginning of p, nb), 


what the narrations call “the night of Friday” (laylar al -jumuts ) el or 
10. The actual ritle is Tanwer al halak fi imkan ru’pat al-Nabi & wa al Mala 


printed in [mam al-Suyuti’s al: Haws lil fatawi, {r] 
11. The generation after the Companions. [t] 


12. A thabat is a compilation of a scholar detailing his intellectual 
history and curricula, and a compilation of the chains of trans; 


i i Missi 
he 1s authorized to transmit. [t] Sion 


13, Thats, he is from the Prophet # and for the sake of the Proph 
&. as detailed in the famous hadith of Jabir &. It is recorded ee 
al-Razzaq from Jabir & who said, “I said, ‘O Messenger of Alay bd 
May my mother and father be sacrificed for you! Please inform 

me about the first thing that Allah created before all things.’ The 
Prophet & replied. ‘O Jabir, the first thing Allah created was the ligh 
of your Prophet from His light, and that light remained in the raider 
of His Power for as long as He wished, and at that time there was 
neither a Tablet nor a Pen nor a Paradise nor a Fire nor an angel nor 
aheaven nor an earth. And when Allah wished to create creation, 
He divided thar Light into four parts and from the first He made 
the Pen, from the second He made the Tablet, and from the third 
He made the Throne. Then He divided the fourth part into four 
parts and from the first of it He made the Bearers of the Throne 
(Hamalat al Arsh), from the second He made the Footstool (Kursi), and 
from the third He made the remaining angels. Then He divided the 
fourth part into four parts and from the first part of it He made the 
heavens, from the second He made the earths, and from the third 
He made the Paradise and Hellfire. Then He divided the fourth 
part into four parts and from the first of it He made the light of the 
believers’ vision, from the second He made the light of their hearts, 
which is knowledge of Allah, and from the third He made the light 
of their tongues, which is divine unity: “There is no god but Allah. 
Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah,” [and from the fourth He 
made everything else}"" (see appendix V). [t] 


14. Abu Zakariyya Yahya b. Sharaf al- Nawawi (d. 676 aH), one of the 
most famous Shafi'i jurists and hadith scholars, author of the popular 
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dith Collection (al-Arba'un). Riyad al Salihin, Sharh al Muhadhdhab, 
indispensable works. [t] 


imordial Prophet” is a translation of al Nabi al Ummi ~often 
5 “the Unlettered Prophet.” For more on its meaning and 


ficance, see appendix II]. [t] 


Muhammad b ‘Ali Ibn Hajar al- Haytami al-Makki 
_considered along with Imam Ahmad al- Ramli to be 
nia me tative representatives of the late Shafi'i school. He 


ost authori 2 atpeesgiee 
4 ‘heputlct of Tuhfat al-minkaj (a commentary on al-Nawawr's Miah 


atalibin), af Fatawa al-hadithiyya (Contemporary Legal Verdicts). al Zawajir 
anigraf al Rabair (The Deterrents from Committing Grave Sins), al 
Johari munazeam (The Stringed Jewel), and other useful works. [t] 


17. |mam “Abd al- Wahhab al-Sha'rani dd. 973 AH) was one of the 
scholarly saints and revivers of Islam in the sixteenth century He 
is generally hailed as a reviver of Islam and is considered one of 
the most prolific writers in the early Egyptian-Ortoman period, 
composing legal, spiritual, and theological works that continue to 
enjoy wide circulation throughout the Muslim world, One of his 
ancestors, Musa b. ‘Imran, was the son of the Sultan of Tlemcem, 
Algeria, and a student of the famous Algerian spiritual master Abu 
Madyan (d 594 ah). Musab. ‘Imran's grandson Ahmad moved to 
avillage in Upper Egypt called Saqiyat Abu al-Sha'ra, whence the 
ascription “al-Sha'rani”. Imam ‘Abd al- Wahhab al-Sha'rani went 
onto study the Islamic sciences in al-Azhar University, and was 
astudent of Shaykh al-Islam Zakaciyya al-Ansari. His spiritual 
teachers include Shaykh Ibrahim al- Matbuli and ‘Ali al- Khawwas, 
both of whom were illiterate, albeit spiritually illumined masters. 
His greatest contributions to Islamic spirituality and scholarship 
among his over three hundred books include his al-Mizan al kubra 
(The Supreme Scale), Lataifal-minan wa al-akhlaq (Subtle Blessings 
and Qualities of Character), and dl-"Uhud al Muhammadiyya (The 
Muhammadan Covenants). [t] 


18. Sad b. Malik al-Khazraji, better known as Abu Sa‘id al-Khudri 
§ (d. ca, 64 atl) onc of the famous Companions of the Prophet 

Muhammad & He was considered too young to participate in the 
battle of Uhud, in which his father was killed. He narrated a large 


15. The Pr 
pranslated a 
spiritual sigm 


16 Ahmad b. 
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number of hadith from Ibn ‘Abbas 4 and Sa'id b 


al-Musay: 
was buried in Medina. [¢] Sayyib % He 


19 According to some scholars. his full name 1s Balya’b Mal 

Abu al-‘Abbas al-Khidr x. He is referred to in the story she 
4a in Sura al-Kahf (18 65) and considered by most scholars fusg 
presently alive and remaining so till the Day of Judgement i be 


20 The statement attnbuted to the Prophet &, 
of you can be to me ts when he mentions me an 
me.” [t] 


21 Anas b. Malik b al-Nadr & (d. 91 aii), a famous Beinn 

the Prophet Muhammad & who served him as a sttecane of 

decade and narrated one hundred and twenty-eight hadith imi 
tm, 


{t} 
22. Recorded by Shaykh ‘Abd al- Rahman al-Sufuri in Nuz 
{t} 

23. Abu Hamid al-Ghazali al-Tusi (d. 505 AH). the famous Persian 
polymath, and author of the highly acclaimed magnum opus thya’ 
‘alum al din (The Revival of the Religious Sciences). Al-Ghazalj 


was considered an authority in Shafi'i jurisprudence, philosophy, 
theology, and Sufism, [t] 


24. The Supreme Assembly (al-Mala’al A‘la) refers to the assembly of 
angels in the celestial realm. [rt] 


“The closest that on 
id sends Prayers sie 


hat al mals 


25 ‘Ali b. Abi Talib a@ (d. 40 an), the cousin and son-in-law of the 
Prophet Muhammad # He married the Prophet's daughter Sayyida 
Fatima al-Zahra x and was his standard bearer on expeditions, and 
became the main source connecting the spiritual orders (turug) to the 


Prophet #. He was the fourth Caliph and was martyred by a member 
of the Kharijite sect. [t] 


26. Qadi ‘lyad b. Musa al-Yahsubi (d. 44 ani), a Maliki jurist 
born in Gibraltar. Qadi ‘lyad later settled in Grenada and served 
as a judge He is the author of al -Shifa bi ta'rif huquq al. Mustafa , which 
is perhaps the most famous book detailing the inner and outer 


characteristics of the Prophet Muhammad # and rights that are owed 
tohim. {t] 
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mad b. Sulayman al-Jazuli (d. 869 an), a famous 
forocean saint and author of the celebrated manual of prayers upon 
Prophet #. Dalai al khayrat [t] 

“Abdullah b. Mas‘ud al-Hudhali & (d. 32 a1), a famous 
: anion of the Prophet Muhammad & and one of the earliest 
ete to Islam. He was onc of the scholars of the Companions and 
eo for his erudition and knowledge of exegesis (tafir) and law [t] 


a7. Muham 


“Abdullah b. ‘Umar b. al- Khattab % (d 73 ani), the Companion 
ie Propher ® and son of rhe second Caliph ‘Umar b al- Khattab 
ae was known for his intense love for the Prophet and strict 


adherence to the Sunna. [r} 


jo. ‘Abdullah b. ‘Umar & related that some people brought a man 
before the Prophet # and testified that he had stolen one of their 
camels. The Prophet # gave the order for his hand to be cut off 

as punishment, and as they were taking the man away he said. “O 
Allah, send prayers upon Muhammad and the Family of Muhammad 
until nothing of prayers remain; extend mercy to Muhammad and 
the Family of Muhammad until nothing of mercy remains, bless 
Muhammad and the Family of Muhammad until nothing of blessing 
remains, and send salutations of peace upon Muhammad and the 
Family of Muhammad until nothing of peace remains ” Moments 
after he uttered this prayer it became clear that he was actually 
innocent of the charge and had not stolen the camel. The Prophet & 
asked that he be brought before him and when he came the Prophet 
asked, “Whar did you just say as you were being taken away?” The 
man repeated his prayer and then the Prophet & said. “I looked and 
saw the angels amassing in throngs through Medina, so much that 
they nearly came between you and me You shall cross the Traverse 
(Sirat) with a face brighter than the full moon on a clear night’” (al- 
Sakhaws, al Qaiel al bade’) [¢] 


31. Al- Hasan al-Basri (d_ 110 an), one of the most famous scholars 
and saints of the second generation. He is known to have received the 
spiritual path from Imam ‘Ali x. [t] 


32. Majd al-Din Muhammad b Ya'qub al- Fayruzabadi (d. 817 ait). 
one of the foremost philologists and lexicographers and author of the 
famous dictionary al: Qamus al-muhit. [€] 
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33 I have been unable to locate a biography for him [q 
34. Spelling the name Muhammad &. [t] 


35. Abu ‘Abdullah al- Nu'man (d. ?) was an Alexandrian sch 
saint and contemporary of Shaykh Ibrahim al-Dasugi i Cholar ang 


36. | have been unable to find a biographical entry for Sh 
al-Darir. This prayer and the events surrounding it wer aykh Mus, 
Shaykh ‘Umar b. ‘Ali b. Salim al-Fakahani (d. 734 4, ‘ i hated 
al munir (pp. 31-32) where he related that he heard the - iS al Fy 
from Shaykh Musa al-Darir. [t] ory ditecr, 


37. 1 have been unable to find details about who al“Ari 
{¢] 

38. “[In this prayer] the kingdom is compared toa garment that; 
embroidered and beautified and adorned through means othin 
[the Prophet #]... Allah has beautified the entire world shecugh th 
Prophet &, and he is the world’s soul, secret, delight, goodness lik 
and resplendence...” (Shaykh Muhammad al-Fasi, Matali al fuser), 


fal-Akbarg 


39. “He & is the treasure-stores of Allah’s mercy deposited in this 
world; no one will receive mercy except by his hands and the treasures 
that come from him...Here the plural form (treasure-stores) is used, 
following the wording of the verse, € Say, ‘Had you possessed the treasure stor 
of my Lord’ mercy....b (17:100) and, €Or do they possess the treasure stores of your 
Lords mercy? (38:9). In both of these verses the plural form is usedto 
denote the abundance and variegation of mercy and the physical and 
spiritual wealth and provisions it contains.” (Ibid) 


40. “That is, the path that arrives at it and the one from whomtt 
is taken and received —because (O Allah) he is Your Prophet and 
Messenger and interpreter who conveys to creation on Your behalf. 
and he is the intermediary between You and them.” (Ibid.) 


41. “This means that he & has become the very essence of ‘enraptute 
indicating that he was completely dyed in Divine Unity and thatit 
had fully mixed within him and encompassed him so completely that 
he had no sense of ‘other’... (Ibid) 


42. “Just as the secret of the eye and its beauty lie within the pupil 
and just as the pupil is the main benefit of the eye and the body's 
means of obtaining what is useful and being guided aright in "5 
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ot for it there would be neither light nor 

he eye, akin to a body without a soul and a form without 
sight oe z ie who is blind is considered dead even if he is not 
conte vo nae with the Prophet # he is the soul of the cosmos 
buried) he secret of its existence, and were it not for him it 
= id ae light or evidence of existence; nay, it would perish and 
wou 


vanish...” (Ibid.) Bevery 

b. Idris al-Shaft'i (d. 204 av), a scion of the Qurashi 
43 oe the Four Imams (al-Aimma al Arba) and the founder of 
cll come to be known as the Shafi'i school of jurisprudence. 
wi 


[J 
i Hanafi jurist 
haykh Abu al-Hasan al Karkhi (d. 340 AH) was a 
te of Iraq in his time, and author of the famous work in legal 


theory (usul al.figh), Usul al-Karkhi. [t] 

4s. Although both hailed from Karkh (an area in Baghdad on the 
west side of the Tigris River), they were not companions, Abu al- 
Hasan al-Karkhi died in the year 340 An and Ma‘ruf al-Karkhi (a 
contemporary of Imam Ahmad and one of the famous saints and 
ascetics of his time) died in the year 200 an. [t] 


46. Shaykh ‘Abd al-Qadir al-Jilani & (d. 561 ari) was one of the most 
famous gnostics in Islamic history. The Qadiri spiritual order traces 
its origin to him. {t] 


movements. and were itn 


47. “For it is from him & that the realities of faith are taken in all 
of their levels. from certainty through knowing (‘lm al-yagin), to the 
certainty through perception (ayn al yagi), to certainty through 
self-realization (hagq al yagin)...” (Shaykh Ahmad al-Sawi, al: Asrar al- 
Rabbaniyye wa al-fuyndat al-Rahrnaniyya shark al-salawat al-Dardiriyya) 


48. “In other words, he is the locus of descent for the divine mercies, 
just as Mount Tur was the location whereupon Musa x received 

the theophany of divine majesty (Jalal) when he asked to behold his 
Lord and Allah disclosed Himself in His majesty to Mount Tur, 
pulverizing it. The Messenger of Allah %, on the other hand, received 
the theophany of perfection and was thus able to encompass the 
entire cosmos in knowledge and clemency. and hence the stations of 


perfection, of vigilance, and of direct witnessing are taken from none 
but him &” (bid) 
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49 “Hence mystical secrets are taken from none but hi " 
ma 


50 “The middle of the necklace refers to its su 
middle of a thing is the best of it.” (Ibid ) 


51 “Because he & extends support to them and A 


Il 
forefront physically and spiritually.” (Ibid) ah put him at thei, 


52. “This means the one who transmuts all of the 


Sciences 
unseen that came from the Eternal, Exalred 1s 1 Of the 


e” (Ibid) 
53. “Thar is, the core and essence of Allah's benef, 
universals and particulars thereof, in that the 
the Next manifested through him.” (Ibid ) 


cence, the 


blessings Of this life and 


54. “The two realms’ refers to the worldly realm (Mulk) 
what manifests to us, and the Sovereign Realm (Malaku) which ; 

what is hidden from us The Prophet's secret & permeates ih . 
realms just as a soul permeates a body.” (ibid.) as 


55 Sayyid Ahmad al-Rifa'i & (d. 578 art) of Iraq was a famous « 
and scholar and contemporary of Shaykh ‘Abd al-Qadir ar rience 
Rifa'i spiritual order traces its origins to him. [t] ‘ 


which is 


§6 Quran 33:34 36. 


57 The “center of the Ba’ of beginning” refers to the Prophet's 
standing in relation to relative existence, as being both the 
nucleus and fountainhead at the center of the genesis of Divine 
manifestations. The Prophet & is the foremost singularity, that isto 
say, the first instance of creation as well as the heart of it, as it has ts 
source in him. The Prophet #, therefore, in relanon to relativity, is 
the first, the source, the center, and the quintessence (t} 


58. “The core secret of the pivoral Alif” points to the Prophet's reali 
when considered in relation to absolute existence. He 1s the secret 
of secrets, the mystery of mysteries of the Axiomatic Attribute of 
the Absolute. Every creation is a mysterious representation of some 
Divine attribution. In relation to its parts, creation has levels of 
Tepresentation which differ in both the nature of the Divine mysten 
they express as well as the degree of their representation of that 
Attribute. The Prophet & represents the expression of the pivotal 
Divine attribute, that is, the attribute of Absolute Indivisibility. yet 
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al representation of the core Attribute 
reme Unicity (Ahadiyya) is central to the 
butes, and the Prophet # is central to the representations 
- aL butt In relation to Absolute existence, the 
ake mystery of mysteries of the Attribute of Attributes, 
i pte texpretsod of Central Attribution, the Archetypal 


archetype of the Essential Reality. [t} 
‘Allah swears by the Prophet's life in the verse {By your life, they are 
pee blindly in their drunkenness > (15:72) [1] 


Go. Quran 37180 ~183 pie 

vl ad al- Badawi (d. 675 4H) is one of the four saints 
Sie pee Poles (al pone Arkaa), the other three being 
Shaykh ‘Abd al-Qadie al- Jilani, Shaykh Ahmad al-Rifa'i, and Shaykh 
[brahim al-Dasuqi Shaykh Ahmad al- Badawi He was known as 
Abual-Fityan (the father of chivalrous spiritual warriors), al-Qurb 
al-Mulaththam (the Veiled Pole) because he covered his face, and 
Shaykh al-'Arab (the Shaykh of the Arabs) He is the most famous 
saint in Egypt and his mausoleum is the site of a yearly mawlid 
attracting millions of people. (t] 
62. This is reference to the hadith of ‘Abd al-Razzaq from Jabir 4. 
| 
63 “The ‘Handful’ ascribed to the All- Merciful is an allusion to 
it being the vastest of all the Divine bounties— quantitatively and 
qualitatively — because it is the All-Mere:ful who grants tremendous 
bounties in quantity and quality The meaning of ‘Sparkle’ of the 
Handful is its source which was made the substance of all the worlds 
entirely, and whose creation was honored by the perfection of his 
corporeal form, the beauty of his countenance, and the proportion of 
his frame Our Shaykh, the author, said regarding the meaning of the 
hadith “I was a hidden treasure, and I loved to be known, therefore I 
created creation and so they came to know Me through Me’ ‘Know 
that Allah was unknown in His pre-eternity since there was no one 
created that might know Him. He loved to be known, so He took a 
Handful from His light (min nurih’)—-meaning, He took it Himself 
(bidhati), with [the particle] min here meaning “with” (b/). The light 
means the Essence, and the ascription is explicative (lal bayan). It 


ether the Archetyp: 


nes fe ¢ Unity The Sup: 


af pin 
Divine a 
of that © 
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means He caused it to appear by His omnipotenc 
intermediary of material. The Handful that was taken ; 
Muhammadan Light (al Nural Muhammadt), it is also lle the 
Souls, the Muhammadan Secret, the Supreme Throne le : the Soul of 
First Adam, the Supreme Father, and the Perfect Many lak the 
of such meanings was expressed in the words of Ibn al-Fangp ample 


€. Without any 


Though outwardly 19 of Adam’ descent 
Inessence I have a witness of my begetting him 


This Handful is also known as the Secret of Secrets, th 

the Eye of Existence, the Original Tree, and other hy Pupil of 
well-known among the gnostics.."" (Shaykh Ahmad al-s CS that are 
al Rabbantyya wa al fayudat al-Rahmaniyya shark al salawat al Darr as al Agra, 
detailed discussion on the ascription of this light to the Hu For 
appendix VI SSENCE, see 


64. “That is. they receive physical and spiritual succor from him, 
they ascribe themselves to him and return to him.” (Ibid.) a 


65. Shaykh Ibrahim b. Abi al-Majd al- Dasuqi (d. 696 an) is 
considered the second most famous saint in Egypt after Shaykh 
Ahmad al- Badawi. [t] 


66. “He is the light shining upon the secrets that resemble the sky~ 
he is their sun, meaning their light, who makes them clear just as the 
sun makes clear what is hidden.” (Shaykh Ahmad al-Sawi, al-Asrar al. 

Rabbantyya wa al.fuyudat al-Rahmaniyya sharh al-salawat al- Dardiriyya) 


67. “The intended meaning here is that Allah has made the Chosen 
One & the locus of descent for the theophanies of both majesty and 
beauty. Therefore, every majesty in creation is connected with his 

majesty, and every beauty in creation is connected with his beauty” 


(Ibid) 
68. “That is, by his soul in Your presence...” (Ibid.) 


69."That is, upon the hidden treasure (al-kans al-maknun). The Real, 
Exalted is He, was a hidden treasure unknown —a hidden and 
unseen treasure—so when He wanted to be known He manifested 
a Handful of the light of His Essence and named it Muhammad 

# When the Handful from the ocean of the omnipotence (jebart!) 
manifested itself, Allah clothed it in the cloak of exaltedness, which 


256 


beautiful maiden requires a veil, and the 
that the treasure remain buried, and 

-ted. The veil of beauty that covers the secrets of the 
ee the talisman, and the meanings that consurute the 
ei of the Handful are the ‘treasure.’ . You must keep 
of a gnostic and perfected Shaykh who will teach you 

to dig for this treasure and where to dig for it, otherwise you 

set norant of it, constantly impoverished even though the 


‘jf remain igr . fn > Tek 
will ure is within you and is your spirit and secret. (Sidi Ahmad 


Ibn ‘Ajiba al- Hasani, Sharh Salat tbn ‘Arabi al-Hatimi iB). 
70.10 Ibn ‘Ajiba’s commentary this line reads as “the hidden 

en” (al ghayb al-mudamdam). He comments, There is no doubt 
cde Prophet # is one of Allah’s unseen realities and a secret of 
Fi secrets, for no one possesses full and comprehensive knowledge 
of him besides his Lord who created him and manifested him It 
is reported that the Prophet &# said, ‘By Allah, no one knows me in 


reality besides my Lord.” (Ibid) [t] 


71.“ There is no doubt that the Prophet & has gathered within him all 
perfections entirely; his noble physical form is the pinnacle of beauty, 
and his sanctified soul is the pinnacle of perfection, and his dazzling 
secret is the pinnacle of completion—gathered within him are the 
perfections and beauties that are gathered in no other creature 
besides him. Indeed, every perfection that manifests from someone 
other than him is but a derivative of his perfections and a droplet 
therefrom, and every light or secret obtained by others are derived 
from his light...” (Ibid.) 


72. “The Lahut refers to the secrets of the inward meanings that 

dwell within things, the secrets of essences. The Nasut refers to the 
outward, the receptacles of the outward. ... This means: Every beauty 
in the Sovereign Realm (Malakut) finds its origin, treasure, secret, 

and essence with the Chosen One &. He is the mine of beauty. the 
origin of perfections. .. His statement ‘the Nasu of union’ alludes to 
the Prophet's outward form &; he is in a state of perpetual union and 
connection with the Divine and is never in a state of separation from 
Him. Just as his inward is a mine of secrets, his outward is a locus 

of lights, constantly submerged in the ocean of Absolute Oneness 
(Ahadiyya), inwardly and outwardly.” (Ibid.) 


of beauty (for the 


veil : 
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73 “Thar is. the first of His theophanies | The fre a 
from the secrets of the Divine Essence in hidden treas 
Muhammadan Handful.” (Ibid ) 


Merge 
ure Wag the 


ut, and 1 


74 The word for vessels is nawasit, the plural of Nas h 
ned as wiry, md 


for separation is farg. a Sufi term commonly defi 

affirming creation. By calling them “vessels of separati iNessing or 
al Akbar {bn ‘Arabt alludes to creation being veiled fear al Shaykh 
the divine and subsequently states that the Prophet & ig HN cing 
which they are guided to the paths of truth whereby the 
Divine through his diverse Self-disclosures (tajalliyar) { 


the Means hy, 


cw; 
- {NESS the 


75 “When the servant is annihilated from his self he wi 
but the lights of Prophethood outwardly and the secre 
(rububtyya) uwardly Thus when he sends pray 
of Allah & he will sce the Prophet's light, not i. 
of the Shaykh’s words are. O Allah. send prayers on him b - 
not by me-- in his presence—so that he may hear them dare 
me without an intermediary, not within the confines of the P an 
t 


of my own self” (Ibid ) 


76 “This means Let this prayer be conveyed to him directly and 
without any intermediary...” (Ibid.) 


ill see Nothing 
ts of Lordship 
Crs upon the 


Moss 
himself Th a 
5 


77 Shaykh Muhammad b. Mas‘ud al- Fasi (d 1289 AL) was a saint 
and scholar of the Shadhili order Emir ‘Abd al- Qadir al-Jaza‘iny 
Shaykh Yusuf al-Nabahani, and Shaykh Muhammad al-Sanus; r 


from him [r MSL ok 


78. That ts, the ultimate locus of the attributes’ manifestation and the 
supreme object of Allah's pre-eternal knowledge. [t] 


79. Quran 48.10. 


80 The Divan refers to the meeting place or a special counsel of 
saints (Awtiya’) known as the Ahlal Daira (The People of the Circle) 
Speaking about his Shaykh Sayyidi ‘Abd al-‘Aziz al-Dabbagh &, 
Shaykh Ahmad b. Mubarak al-Lamati recorded 


I heard him & say. “The Diwan is in the cave of Hira, which 
is where the Prophet # used to go for pious devotions 
before he was tasked with the prophetic message The 
Ghawth [Succor] sits outside the cave, Mecca is behind his 
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dina is in front of his left knee On his 
eight Lene poles] who are adherents of the 
oe, fod of law, of Imam Malik b. Anas 4 The three 
eae < is left are each an adherent of one of the other 
ls i eaves of jurisprudence In front of him is the Wakil 
ee j who is called the Qadi [judge] of the Diwan. Right 
aise ‘ a Maliki from Banu Khalid, a folk who live in the 
ae f Basra His name is Sayyidi Muhammed b ‘Abd 
eee ] Basrawi The Ghawth speaks to the Wakil, and the 


-Karim al 
re called the Wakil [deputy] because he speaks on behalf 


‘one in the Divan” 
an L heard him & say, “When the people of the Diwan 


+ rogether they agree on what will happen from that 
anh fe the same time the following day And they discuss 
the decree of Allah —Exalted and Sublime ~ concerning the 
coming day and might.” He & said. “They have the power 
of free disposal (tasarruf) in all worlds, the sublunar as well 
as the translunar, even in the Seventy Veils and even in the 
world of Ragga. which is located above the Seventy Veils.” 
[.] | heard the Shaykh & say, “The language of the people 
of the Diwan-- may Allah be pleased with them!—is Syriac 
[Suryani] because of its conciseness and utility in combining 
numerous meanings. and also because the spirits and the 
angels attend the Diwan and Suryani is their language. They 
only speak Arabic if the Prophet %& is present, out of 
courtesy toward him” [al-ibris, pp 287-306] 


81. A head covering similar to a shawl. In the pre-modern period the 
taylasan was often associated with Jewish religious scholars. [t] 


82. Shaykh Ibrahim al-Matbuli (d 877 11) was a famous Egyptian 
saint who received directly from the Prophet Muhammad &. He was 
one of {mam al-Sha'rani’s spiritual teachers. [t] 


83. Shaykh Nur al-Din al-Shuni (d. 944 atl) was an Egyptian saint 
and one of Imam al-Sha‘rani’s teachers (whom he served for thirty- 
five years). Shaykh Nur al-Din al-Shuni’s daily litany consisted of 
sending 10,000 prayers upon the Prophet &. {t] 


84. “This means. the one in whose exalted and pure heart arose and 
radiated the ultimate mystical realities. the lordly secrets, and the 
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divinely vouchsafed sciences. Here the Prophet's he. 
to acloudless sky that radiates the light of many su 
ir being filled with lights..” (Sidi Ahmad Ibn ‘Ajib, 
Mashishtyya) 

85. “Allah inspired him [Adam x] and cast in his Primordial 

the knowledge of all things, including the knowledge ofa Nature 
from Arabic, Syriac, and other tongues spoken by his offs ANBuages, 
likewise with our Prophet #: Allah taught him the names (ert And 
of all things and their designations (musammayai). but Allah es 


increased him by giving him knowledge of their unigu ; 
and benefits.” (Ibid.) SUE Properties 


86. “Hence no one is able to fully comprehend the divine sec 
inward gifts that Allah bestowed upon the Prophet &. Thee re 
creation has only seen the Prophet's outward form- 
reality. it is only known by his creator, Allah, who b. 
him!” (Ibid) 


Art f is lik, 

4S. resulting ; 
2 i 

a, Sharh al Seat 


Ned 


ts and 
is because 
~as for his inward 
estowed it Upon 


87. “The realm of dominion (malakut), according to the technical 
meaning used by the Sufis, is that which is perceived by spiritual 
vision and knowledge, just as the realm of corporeality (mulk) is that 
which is perceived by ocular vision...” (Ibid.) 


88. “The truth of the matter is that when one enters the cosmic 
realm, whatever appears via his sensory perception (his) is called 
mulk; whatever is hidden within the secrets of spiritual meanings is 
called malakut; and whatever divine secrets remain in their origin and 
do not enter the cosmic realm are called jabarut.. The upshot is that 
the sea of jabarut is overflowing with lights of the malakut, and the 
malakut is originally the luminous Muhammadan Handful. Therefore, 
the Muhammadan Light is the intermediary (wasita) and origin for 
everything that manifests from the jabarut... Here the sea of jabarut is 
likened to pools filled with water of the unseen (ma’ al ghayb), pouring 
forth into the visible realm bit by bit, in accordance with divine will 
and volition... The author choose the likeness of pools and not seas 
since they have a relationship to gardens, and also because when 

he likened the malakut to gardens it was fitting for him to liken the 
Jabarut to pools, since gardens cannot survive without reservoirs. just 
as the malakut does not subsist without the jabarut. The malakut, as We 
have explained, has its origin in the jabarut, but the spiritual waylaret 
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from it to the jabarut, so he must first affirm it and then efface 
a “Ata’illah said] “The cosmos is permanent (thabita) through 
eLmeine it so, and it is effaced by the Unity of His Essence.” 
1s 


bid, 
iy a it not for the intermediation of the Prophet & between 
“ d His creation, the end—which is the cosmos—would have 
a er it would have remained in a state of non-existence... The 
aning of this line is: Things are attached to the Prophet 
f because he is the means, and were it not for the means, then, as per 
the famous saying, the end would have gone.” (Ibid.) 


0. “In addition to being a guide unto Allah, the Prophet & is also a 
Sahel (Hijab) from the sentinels of the Divine Presence. and no one 
will enter it save through him #.. The Prophet # is also the sentinel 
of souls, guarding them against destruction, for it is in the nature of 
souls to plunge themselves into the ocean of the jabarut though they 
are unable. So every time they think to plunge into it, the Prophet 
& holds them back and restrains them with the cord of the revealed 
laws. For this reason the Prophet & said, ‘Contemplate upon His 
signs, and do not contemplate upon His Essence.” (Ibid.) 


gone, 
estimated me 


91. “This means: Inculcate me with his excellent qualities of 
character... The Shaykh’s intention is to emulate the Prophet #. 
Some of the saints (may Allah be pleased with them) are Nuh-like 
in their character; some of them are Ibrahim-like: some are Musa- 
like; some are ‘Isa-like; and then some of them are Muhammadan 

in character—and the latter are the greatest of saints, for they gather 
what is dispersed among the others.” (Ibid.) 


92. “This means salvation from falling into any type of ignorance, no 
matter what form it takes... The author & likens ignorance to horrid 
water and he asks Allah Most High to deliver him through intimate 
knowledge of the Prophet & from falling into it, or coming near it, 


and asks to drink from the watering places of beneficial knowledge.” 
(Ibid) 


93. “The word akra’ [to sip] is used when a thirsty person rakes drink 
directly with his mouth... There is no doubt that the one who knows 
the Prophet % and fulfills the rights owed to him will drink from 

his prophetic springs and watering places and will take his allotted 
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portion of the sciences that were known by the Prophet @ " 
revelation or inspiration. That is because “Whosoever sete Tough 
he knows, Allah will bequeath him with knowledge that aes What 
know.” (Ibid.) id not 


94. “Since being carried to the Divine Presence can only be 

when it is accompanied by Divine aid, the Shaykh asks for as 
with a carrying surrounded by Your aid. This means: Let this aK 
encompassed and surrounded by Divine aid at every 


Mplete 
yin, 
carryingbe . 
side.” (Ibid) 


cart, it Plunges 
Oneness (chad) 


95. “When the witnessing of the ‘other’ has left the h 
into the seas of Absolute Oneness... The term Absolute 
is a hyperbolic form of the word wahda (oneness, unicity). This 
means: [O Allah!] Cast me into the seas of the oneness of Your 
Essence. Attributes, and Acts... The reason why the Shaykh uses th 
term Absolute Oneness, which is more emphatic than just nebes 
(wahdamyya), is because the divine unity (tawhid) spoken of here is 
of spiritual taste (dhawg), state (hal). and station (rmagam) —not the 
tawhid of acquired knowledge and doctrine. The latter form of tawhd 
is the purview of those who are veiled, from the people of rational 
demonstration and proof.” (Ibid.) 


96. “Because the mystic seafarer faces immense danger—either 
surviving or drowning— the Shaykh requests salvation from drowning 
in the ocean of illusions (bahr al awham), or drowning in the ocean of 
doubts and insidious passing thoughts (bahr al shukuk wa al khavatit), or 
drowning in the ocean of masked infidelity and heresy (bahr al sandags 
waal had), and so he says and pluck me—that is, deliver me and rescue 
me —from the mires of affirming unity. The word mires, awhal, is the plural 
of wall, which is a murky swamp. This means: Deliver me from the 
turbidity of tawhid, from being affected by turbidity and confusion 

by cither beholding an ‘other’ alongside of him, which is the tawhid of 
the common folk rendered turbid with illusions, doubts, and passin 
thoughts, or from believing in union (ittihad) and incarnation (lu). 
The people of realization do not affirm an ‘other’ alongside of the 


ae ie see everything as coming from Him and going to Him.” 
id. 





97. “After seeking salvation from drowning in the sea of confasio’ 
the Shaykh secks drowning in the sea of unmitigated purity. whic 
is the real oneness, saying and drown me in the center of the sea of oneness. 


262 


ssi . ch in witnessing the Essence alone, completely 
destte if ee reality. iat from his own self through 
bes atte one he witnesses... If someone vanishes within the 

| then all of his affairs are through Allah and no longer through 
ie If, For this reason the Shaykh says, until I neither see. hear, find, nor 
a thin but by it. This means: Until | see nothing but the Essence, 
aren mine save that it is through it and from it.” (Ibid.) 


“That is because whosoever drowns in the sea of oneness yet 
denies the intermediary and wisdom and invalidates the Sacred Law. 
he will fall into heresy. and as a consequence his spirit will die. But 
whosoever affirms the intermediary and wisdom will have a living 
spirit and it will remain, enjoying delight in the station of witnessing 
with the qualities of dignity and propriety with the Sovereign object 
of worship [al-Malik al-Ma‘bud].” (Ibid.) 


His 
abso! 
the Being © 


98. 


99. “This means: Make my witnessing of his spirit the means of 
the secret of my reality, by which my spirit becomes a secret. The 
reason for this is because the reality of man is found in his spirit. 
Consequently, by looking upon the Prophet's outward form & one 
gains the actualization of the Shariah, and it is the means for the 
life of the spirit. and by looking upon his inward self. one gains 

the actualization of the Spiritual Path, and by it the spirit becomes 
purified until it becomes a secret after having [gone through the 
stages of being] an ego (nafs), followed by an intellect (aq), then a 
heart (qalb), then a spirit (nuh). When the spirit is finally refined it 
becomes a secret (sirr).” (Ibid.) 


100. “Make the witnessing of his reality & as a whole, seeing both 
its inward and outward, the connector of my inner realms. By 

inner realms he means knowledge, understanding, contemplation, 
intellection, observation, and reflection. Through this supplication, 
therefore, he is asking that all of his realms be confined to the 
Muhammadan Reality...” (Ibid) 


101. “The first truth is the prior witnessing in the spiritual realm, on the 
day of (Am I not Your Lord?) (7:172). This means: Make it a reality for 
™e€ now so that | can evoke its presence and seek help from it to have 
constant witnessing.” (Ibid.) 
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102. “This means: Answer my prayer in the same way You seed 
plea of Your servant Zakariyya, with a swift response that bee the 
patterns of everyday phenomena. For Allah had Provided Za, 8 the 
with a child from his loins even though his wife had given u, hua 
of having a child and he was at an advanced age. This pee Ope 
allusion to a request from the Shaykh for a spiritual heir.” (ibid) 
Onstant and 
Similar to 


103. “Here the Shaykh asks that this gatheredness be ¢ 
realized (for in reality he is already gathered). This is 
Allah’s words, {O Prophet, fear Allah’ (33:1)” (Ibi d) 


104. “This means: Verily the One who has enjoined upon you th, 
rulings of the Quran and the duty to act upon them shall Most . 
certainly bring you back to a tremendous return, whereby you shall 
perpetually connected with your Beloved.” (Ibid) be 


105. “The Shaykh mentions the prayer of the Companions of the 
Cave (Ashab al: Kahf) in emulation of their devotion and dedication to 
Allah, and their fleeing from everything other than Him .” (Ibid) 


106 Shaykh Abu al- Hasan al-Shadhili (d. 656 All) was a student of 
Shaykh ‘Abd al-Salam Ibn Mashish and inheritor of his secret. The 
Shadhili (also spelled Shadhuli) order traces its origins to him. [t] 


107. “In other words, the light of Allah’s Essence— meaning the one 
whom Allah created without [prior] material, since he is the key of 
existence and source of every existent being, as detailed earlier in the 
hadith of Jabir.” (Shaykh Ahmad al-Sawi, al-Asrar al-Rabbaniyya wa al 
fayudat al Rahmartiyya shark al salawat al-Dardiriyya) 


108. “Iris possible that this refers to the names and attributes of 
Allah, in which case it means that he is the locus of descent for the 
theophanies of the names and attributes, and therefore no one takes 


succor from any of Allah's names or attributes except through his 
intermediation...” (Ibid. 


109. Shaykh Abu al-Makarim Muhammad Shams al-Din b. Abial- 
Hasan al-Bakri (d. 991 ait), a descendent of the Companion Abu 
Bake al-Siddiq & and head of the Bakri spiritual order. [t] 


110. This phrase means that the Prophet & is the cause for all created 
things manifesting from non-existence into the realm of existence 
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(sd) d also the key that opened hearts that were locked up in 
‘ad), an 
dgbelief and ignorance (imdad). {t} 
This phrase means that the Prophet # is the Seal of Prophethood 
ui. Tat 


- a d all things mentioned 

er an ings 
oe gece eae baw econ are an oe end.” (Sidi 
a anafa Sharh al-Mingh al-lahiyya) 
Muhammad Amin, better known as Tbn ‘Abidin al-Shami 
), was a late Ottoman Hanafi jurist. and author of an 
late work of Hanafi jurisprudence. Radd al-Muhtar. [t] 


13, Sayyid 
(d. 1252 AH 
authoritative 
‘Ali al- i (d. 1276 aH) was a student 
Shaykh Muhammad b. ‘Ali al-Sanusi (d. 127 
oa aul master Shaykh Ahmad b. Idris and founder of the 
Sanusi movement that rebelled against the Italians in Libya. [t] 


115. Shaykh Muhammad b. Ahmad al-Budayri al- Dimyati al-Hasani 
(d. 1140 an), an Egyptian Shafi scholar and saint. [t] 


116. Shaykh Muhammad Haqqi Effendi (d. 1301 AH) was a scholar 
and Sufi from Izmir, Turkey. He was the author of several books on 


law and spirituality. [t] 


117. The light of Allah’s tremendous Countenance refers to the light 
of the Perfect Man (al-Insan al-Kamil), which is the Muhammadan 
Form. What is asked for is the light of the Countenance and not the 
Countenance itself, as it states in the hadith related by Abu Musa 
al-Ash‘ari &, “The Messenger of Allah & was standing among us and 
told us of five things. He said, ‘Verily Allah, Exalted and Majestic is 
He, does not sleep, and it does not befit Him that He should sleep. 
He lowers the Scale and lifts it. The deeds of the night are taken to 
Him before the deeds of the day, and the deeds of the day before 

the deeds of the night. His veil is the Light; were He to lift it, the 


splendor of His Countenance would incinerate creation as far as His 
sight reaches.” (Sahih Muslim) [t] 


118. “Tr occurred to me through divine inspiration that the intended 
meaning of ‘Allah's tremendous Throne’ is the outward form of the 
Perfect Man [the Prophet &]..and that the pillars of this Throne 
refer to the limbs and inner spiritual faculties of human beings, for 
when the pillars of Allah’s tremendous Throne are filled with the 
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light of Allah's Countenance, the vicegerent of Al} 


ah : 
the secret of the pledge of (Allahs Hand is above their hit ae With 
« It is as if he is supplicating, “O Allah, I ask You by i . 10) 
tof 


the face of Muhammad that You send Prayers upon our [j 
Muhammad’ Were this not his intent he would have etd lord 
1 ask You by the light of Your tremendous Countenan © Allah, 


Baha’ al-Din al: Baytar, al Nafahat al Aqdasiyya sharh al Salevas al (hath 


119 “The pronoun ‘by whom’ can refer to the light of Allah's 
Countenance, or it can refer to the tremendous Th : 


re 
which is the form of the Perfect Man.” (Ibid., p say of Allah, 


120 “The soul and the self are a single thing and only differ fj 
each as a matter of perspective.” (Ibid., Pp. 419) ‘oo 


121. “What he means are the attributes of the 
reality of the essence itself, for it is known th 
Universal Soul...” (1bid., p. 423) 


essence and not the 
at the Prophet & is the 


122. “This means, upon the ultimate reality gathering all other 
realities: the Reality of Muhammad &” (Ibid, p. 32) 


123. “The ‘divine retrear’ on che night of the nocturnal journey was 
an unveiling to Muhammad & of the reality of who he is, as Allah 
Most Exalted said { Whoever is guided ts only guided to his own soul (17:15). 
That is because the theophany of the essence only takes the form 
to which one is receptive... The ‘divine retreat’ is the theophany of 
the beautiful and enumerate divine names upon the physical form 
of Muhammad # and his elemental body, so that there could be 
congruency between the scen and the unseen, the physical and the 


spiritual. the spirit and form, so he would be the Mirror of the divine. 


first and last, outwardly and inwardly... The ‘divine retreat’ is the 
total and complete dropping of ‘otherness’ and the subsuming of all 
realities under a single unitative reality.” (Ibid.. pp. 34-35) 


124. “He is the vision by whom we discerned guidance from error. 
saw beauty from majesty, and recognized the difference between 
imperfection and perfection. His physical form and human shape is 
vision in its entirety. and that is why Allah Most High said «The vsion 
did not deviate or swerve. Verily he saw of the greatest signs of his Lord (53° 17-18) 
The Chosen One &, therefore, is all vision: in his body and soul and 
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soluteness (itlaq) and conditionedness (taqyid). His body and soul 


in cae vision, which is why the ascension (mira/) was with both..” 


are b 
(Ibid... 42) 

“Thus he is their spiritual insights (basair) by which apprehension 
tad) and witnessing occur... It ts through him that apprehension 
: d witnessing take place, since he & is the permeating light of the 
sent jn all of the names and attributes, he is the secret of spiritual 
insight and witnessing for it is by his light that we have realized 
existence--there is nothing except that it is conditioned (manut) by 
him and encompassed by his permeating secret.” (Ibid., p 43) 


126. “The supreme master, vast ocean, and guarded secret [the : 
Prophet] # is not limited to his outward human frame and physical 
form, for along with that he is the truth of the essential reality and 
absolute reality of the unseen things witnessed. He is unseen in the 
seen, truth in the midst of creation, light among man, meaning in the 
midst of the sensory, absoluteness in conditionedness, transcendent 
in his imminence...” (Ibid. p 45). 


127. “This means: through the Prophet's manifestation # came the 
manifestation of the details of what was subsumed in his reality 

just as a date- palm tree is contained within a date-stone.. He is, 
therefore. the clear and dazzling sign in the theophany and expansion 
of being for the immutable entities in the presence of knowledge...” 
(Shaykh Muhammad al- Hajarshi, al-Jawhar al-nafis fi salawat Ibn Idris, p. 31) 


128. See hadith of Jabir b. ‘Abdullah (appendix V). [t] 


129. “In the parlance of spiritual realities, the Throne (Arsh) is the 
ultimate mirror The throne of a name, therefore, is its mirrored 
formas Ibn ‘Ata'illah & said [in his Hikam],“O He who rises upon 
His Throne with his mercifulness, so that the Throne is hidden in 
His mercifulness just as the worlds are hidden in His Throne’ ...” And 
because the Chosen One & gathers and has within him the realization 
of all of these theophanies, he [Shaykh Ahmad b. [dris] says that he is 
the ‘Throne of the thrones of the Essence’ ..” (Shaykh Baha’ al-Din 
Pha al-Nafahat al Aqdasiyya sharh al-Salawat al Ahmadiyya al-Idrisiyya. p 

54, 

130. “He is the embodiment of perfections proceeding from the 
name al- Rahman (the All-Merciful) in both his form and his 
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meaning, so in his delimited human form he 


gathers th, 
of unity” (Ibid . p. $5) . Perfection. 


131 “Since the Perfect Man 1s, in his essence and knowle 
of the Real and His knowledge (Exalted is { le) and a m, I miro, 
Pen and the Tablet, the Ustadh [Shaykh Ahmad b ldesh a, Of the 
him the Preserved Tablet of knowledge. protected from Names 


ge 


or change, and names him the Hidden Book.” (Shaykh oe 
al-Hajarshi, al Jawhar af nafis fi salawat Ibn Idris, P. 33) Unammad 
132. Thats, he # 1s the “first entified essence (al tai . 
from which multiplicity proceeds, [r] yyun al awwal), 


133. “Beginningless is the converse of everlasting The former 
is Allah's beginningless existence and the latter is His 
existence " (Shaykh Baha’ al-Din al-Baytar, al- 
al Salewat al Ahmadcyya al-Idrisipya, p. 72) 


endless 


Nafahat al Agdasiyya sharh 


134. The Prophet # said, “Verily Allah created creation m darkness 


and then splashed His light on them...” (Related by al-Hakim al- 
Tirmidhi in Nawadir al usul, 4:199) 


135. “The ‘glorifications’ are the essential lights of Allah's 
Countenance: none can withstand their theophanies except the 
Muhammadan Vision. This is why al-Shaykh al-Akbar [Ibn ‘Arabi 
said, ‘Seek the vision of Allah through the mirror of Muhammad 

& -but through Muhammad's vision and not your own.” (Shaykh 
Baha’ al-Din al- Baytar, al Nafahat al Agdasipya sharh al-Salawat al Abmadiyya 
al Idrisiyya, p. 72) 


136. “The reason why he ascribed beauty (jamal) to the cosmos and 
majesty (falal) to the receptacles is because the manifestation of 
beauty in the former is more intense and plentiful than it is in the 
latter, and the manifestation of majesty in the latter is stronger and 
more obvious than it is in the former.” (Ibid., p 50) 


137. “This either refers to the cosmos (which is apparent) or to the 
master of creation & If it is the former, then there is no doubt that 
the Prophets (perfect laudations be upon them all) are the perfected 
ones in the higher and lower realms and the master of the pure 
came as a seal to this unrolled parchment of perfection... If it is the latter. 
with the pronoun referring to him &, then there is no doubt that hus 
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i i he hadith 
Knth { (stamped) with prophetic secrets, as pert 
ae oe e as a Prophet in truth, none know my rank 


¢ my Lord.” (Ibid. p 51) 
may Allah give you success, that ‘the essence of the 
of the nondelimited divine realm’ means the realities of the 
f rhe divine names. which all together are called the ocean 
oan * The source (manba’) of this ocean is the essence of 


138. “Know. 
ocean 


meanin ‘ 
of supreme Unicity 


Muhammad.” (p 151) 

There is general agreement that the name (ism) is not the named 
ae ma) Since the names point to realities beyond themselves, 
aes “mirror of divinity” is to be a human whose traits, character, 
lights names, qualities, and acts all point to a transcendent reality 
For this reason the spiritual masters believe that the Supreme Name 
of Allah is the Perfect Man (al Insan al-Kamil), because hus being points 
to Allah and reflects His beautiful names completely, and as such the 
Prophet Muhammad & is the ultimate mirror in which the realities of 
the Divine names manifest (Majla zuhur hagatg al asma’) {J 


140. The “veil of darkness” is a reference to the “the dark cloud” (d- 
‘ama) which has been defined as “The attribute of the Divine Essence 
in beginningless eternity before Self-disclosure (tajalli).” Ibn al- Farid 
said about it: 


Purity without water, subtlery without air, 
Light without fire, spirit without body 
By these, things were established 
i) 


141. Allah Most High says, {And [remember] when Musa said to his family, *! 
have caught glimpse of a fire in the distance.” p (27:7) Elsewhere He said ¢ [Musa 
said] “I shall bring you a burning brand therefrom, or find some guidance at the fire.” 
When he came to it he was called out t0,.. “© Musa! Verily 1 am Allah.“ (28:30) 
Commenting on these verses, Shaykh Yusuf al- Nabahani said: “We 
have absolute certainty that Allah Most High is transcendent and 
beyond being the fire itself, but Allah disclosed Himself ro Musa 
through it because Musa was seeking out a fire to keep his family 
warm in the severe cold. It was [at that moment] one of the most 
beloved things to him, and for that reason Allah disclosed Himself to 
Musa within it-—as was discussed by al-Shaykh al- Akbar [Ibn ‘Arabi] 
in his Fusus al-hikan..” (Shaykh Yusuf al-Nabahani, Jawahir a! bihar) [t] 
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142. “In other words, it is by means of the Prophet and in hj 
presence that the beatific viston (ru'ya) in Paradise will take > 
(Shaykh Muhammad al-Hayarshi, al Jawhar a! nafis fi salawat ibn aca 3 
ris, 
72) .p 


143 “The spintual masters have likened the seafarer 
divine unity to the seafarer on the physical sea. If th 
of the boat ts skilled he will anchor himself at the Mountain of 
Muhammadan Sunna, but if the helmsman is ignorant of ith the 

of the sea. he will anchor himself at the mountain of his fact Nature] 
surmise, and will be struck by waves and be among those who deo lect and 
(11.43) (Shaykh Ahmad Ibn ‘Ajiba, Sharh al-salat al mmashishiypa) wed) 
ed with divine 


on the sea of 
le helmsman 


144. This could also be translated as “and nourish 
springs ” {t] 


145 Shaykh Hasan Abu Halawa al-Ghazzi 


(b. 1308 an) w. 
and Qadiri Shaykh in Jerusalem known fo pos teacher 


this many miractes [t] 
146 “Till nothing of Your mercy remains .“ means: tll nothing of 
its effects remain ~~ this being a form of figurative speech ered 
object ts elided, an example being the statement of the Most High 
And ask the village» (1.2 82), meaning ‘ask the people of the village” ; 
‘That is because [Allah's] prayer and mercy are attributes of His, and 
His attributes are pre-eternal and beginningless, so it is inconcewable 
thar either of them would be non-everlasting What is intended is 
their effects, which are the ephemeral and ever-fading things, amon, 
which include what is called ‘prayer’ and ‘mercy’~~as it has been : 
narrated that Allah Most High divided mercy into one hundred parts 
and placed a single portion of that in this world, due to which an 
animal lifts up its foot from its young [lest she harms it], and He has 
retained the other ninety-nine portions and will show mercy to His 
servants with them on the Day of Resurrection...” (Shaykh ‘Abd al- 
Ghani al-Nabulsi. Kawkab al mabani, p 52) 


147 “The presences of the All-Merciful are the divine names, and the 
presence of the names is the Muhammadan Presence.” (Ibid. p 5s) 


148 The one from Abtah, between Mecca and Mina (c] 
149. The one from Tihama, the lowlands of the Hejaz. [t] 
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Proclaiming during the Hajj and ‘Uma Labbayk Allahumma labbayk 
ue Your service, © Allah. at Your service”) ft] 


“The ‘presence of the divine attributes’ (hadrat al sifat al dahiyya) 
fen sum total of the effects of the divine attributes in the created 
e a namely the light from which He created all contingent beings ” 
realm. 


(ibid) ae 

3, “In other words, he witnessed [Your multiplicity] through Your 
itrevclation (tajalli) and the manifestation of Your actions in all 
forms.” (Ibid. p. 103) 

i ‘ 3 i ivi hich is the 
“The meaning of ‘letter’ here is the divine word, wl 

mae divine command applied to all of creation. The Most Exalted 
said, (Certainly to Him is the creation and the command. (7°54). And 
‘embracing the meanings of Your perfection’ refers to the effects of 
the beautiful divine names, as the effects are everything thar exists.” 
(Ibid) 
154 “Meaning his expansive breast that gathers the knowledge of all 
things, as the Most High said (And He taught you what you did not know. p 
(4113) ~ (Ibid) 


155. “Nothing has been neglected in ‘the Book.’ meaning ‘that which 
is written.’ referring to Allah's speech revealed upon the heart of our 
master Muhammad & through the theophany of the divine name the 
All- Merciful and the spiritual disclosure...” (Ibid.) 


156. “This refers to our master Muhammad &...” (Ibid) 


157 “Meaning, whose light is not limited to one form over another; 
rather, it is manifest in all sensible forms because he is the first 
thing created by Allah Most High and manifested by His pre- 
eternal divine command, and then it was by him that Allah created 
everything else...” (Ibid., p. 136) 


158. “The reason why the Prophet # is described with a plural is 
because he was perpetually ascending in proximity to the Divine.” 
(Ihid., pp. 137-138) 

159, “The term ‘Books’ is a plural of book (kitab), which means 
‘that which is written’ (maktub): namely the perfected human form 
inscribed by the Supreme Pen in the tablet of possibility by the ink 
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divin \ 
without intermediary.” (Ibid , p. 138) € light 


160. “This ‘intruder’ is either Satan, the irascible 


: : ee Soul. or the low 
world adorned with beguilement. (Ibid., P. 162) er 
161. “The gatherer of the realities of existence throy hi 
which is the reality of every existent.” (Ibid., p. 171) eh his reality, 


162. “The first effusion (al fayd al awwal) is that which de 
the heart of our master Muhammad &, and then from 
to the hearts of the Prophets. saints, and righteous in 
their receptivity and readiness.” (Ibid., p 180) 


scends Upon 
his noble heart 
accordance to 


163. “This means that the Muhammadan Light & is a veil conceali 

the Light of the Real, there being no intermediary between him et 
the Real. It may be likened to a shirt that one wears with no ion 
garment underneath it, so all that manifests is the Person's face, 
Likewise with the Muhammadan Reality (al Hagiga al Muhammadiyya, 
nothing of the Divine Reality (al-Hagiga al-ahiyya) manifests except 
what is manifested through the Prophet Muhammad &—of course 
with complete affirmation of divine transcendence and general 
exoneration [of Allah having limits or similarity to creation]. The 
reason why this reality is described here as Shirts in the plural and not 
the singular is because of the variety of spiritual states experienced 
by the travelers as well as their different sources of spiritual drink 
and aptitudes. There is naught between the realized BNostics and the 
Real (Exalted is He!) save the Luminous Muhammadan Reality. The 
Shirts are ascribed to beauty since the spiritual drinks received by the 
realized gnostics from the Luminous Muhammadan Reality & are 
sumptuous...” (Ibid., p. 190) 


164. A trellis (Ar. ‘arish) is a structure used to support and display 
climbing plants such as vines and shrubs. {t] 


165. “Universals are mental abstractions that have no external 
existence except in their particular substrates. The perfection of 
the universals is the Prophet & himself, for it is by his light to the 
intellects that minds were able to grasp universals...” (Shaykh ‘Abd 
al-Ghani al- Nabulsi, Kawkab al: mabani, p 201) 
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i nals. The first category is the 
urea rite liga thar is the eternality of the 
cenit ted nothing else That is because Allah is not subject 
Sine a therefore there is no need to distinguish between 

‘eecnninglcs and ‘eternal’ with respect to Him, Exalted is 
paar nd category of eternal is the eternal ascribed to created 
el bas hich refers to forward flowing endless time. ... [There are 
a ae alms: the worldly realm, the intermediate realm (barzakh), 
Seine resurrection and quickening, the realm of retribution 
ar ‘ the fealin of Paradise, and the realm of Hell, and the 
et mene! for the inhabitants of Paradise and the realms 
: al for the denizens of Hell—and so on without end. There is 
ee among these realms except that the Prophet % is its seal, 
since all of them find their origin in the Luminous Muhammadan 


Reality.” (Ibid., p. 202) 


166. 
ererni 
Divin : 
to temporality 


273 


274 


Appendix I 


THE MEANING OF SENDING PRAYERS 
AND PEACE UPON THE PROPHET & 


From Shaykh Ahmad b. Mustafa 
al-Alawi'’s Dawhat al-asrar 


The meaning of prayer varies according to its sender and receiver 
With respect to the sender, if it is Allah, then it is not the same 
prayer that is due from His creation, since from Him it is an 
act (ff), while from others it is a statement (qawf) and limited 
therefore to a supplication (dua), which has been explained as 
a “request for mercy accompanied by an attitude of reverence.” 
and other interpretations which shall be mentioned. In any case, 
it is a supplication. 

If it is from Allah, then its meaning varies according to the 
one receiving the prayer. It is known that the prayer Allah Most 
High sends upon the generality of believers is not the same as 
the prayer He sends upon the elect among them—< those are the 
Messengers: We favored some of them over others...» (2:253) Now if [as we 
find in the verse] there is a hierarchy of favor among the elect, 
then even more so it must be among the common folk. There are 
those among them for whom Allah’s prayers are to take them out 
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of the darkness of idolatry and into the light of faith, there are 
those among them for whom Allah’s prayers are to take them our 
of the light of faith and into secret of certitude; there are those 
among them for whom Allah's prayers are to take them Out of 
the secret of certitude (sirr al igat) and into direct vision (wugu' al 
yan), and there are those among them for whom Allah’s Prayers 
are to take them out of direct vision into the effacement of all 
identities—and it is here that the sender of prayers overwhelms 
the receiver of prayers: “I am his hearing, his sight...” 

Furthermore, Allah Most High has made the act of sending 

prayers upon His Prophets and elect the opposite of cursing 
His enemies. That is because cursing means remoteness, exile, 
curting-off, and veiling, Allah's prayer is an expression of His 
Jove and affection, His nearness and His theophany, and His 
manifestation to the recipient of prayers as the recipient merits, 
If the recipient of prayers is from the common folk among the 
believers, then he receives Allah’s affection in the form of the 
variety of mercies that he merits; if the recipient of Prayers is 
from the elect of the believers then he receives Allah Himself, 
for he will not be satisfied with anything less—{On that Day faces 
will be radtant. gasing upon their Lord.» (75: 22-23) 

Furthermore, there is also a hierarchy among the elect based 
upon the extent of the theophanies they receive. Among them 
are those to whom the Real, Glorified and Exalted is He. draws 
close and makes Himself known through His actions, and among 
them are those to whom I le makes Himself known through His 
attributes, and among them are those to whom He makes Himself 
known through His Essence—and this is “Greatest Sign” spoken 
of in His words te certainly saw of the greatest signs of his Lord.» (53:18) 
That is to say, he [4] saw the Greatest Sign of his Lord. 

Were it so, as they say, that prayer upon the Prophet means 
mercy, he [#] would have already attained it, for Allah has said 
And We have not sent you but asa Mercy to the Worlds.» (21:107) This means 
that he [4] has become the essence of mercy. The fact of the 
matter is that he continued to yearn and seek what lay beyond that. 
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“The coolness of my eye has been placed in the prayer ” 


ata “The truest statement ever said by a poer is the 
ane of Labid, “Indeed, all others besides Allah are naught.” 
state 


her words, all things, whether worldly or Afterworldly, are 

ane the vision of Prophethood (Nubuwwa) unless they are 
asi with witnessing the perfections of the Divine Essence 
perk lights of the Divine attributes. 2 

[..] This is why it is said that the invocation of prayers must 

ccompanied by the invocation of peace (salam), so that there 
: ilibrium and the grace of Allah is made complete upon the 
is equi i tof the prayer. That is because the prayer alone. though 
eee from Allah, has no guarantee of permanence unless 
; je one! by peace (salam) from Him. As such, no matter 
how noble the invocation of prayer is, the invocation of peace is 
nobler (though only when preceded by the invocation of prayer: 
the invocation of peace does not equal the invocation of prayer 
when [mentioned] separately). That is because the meaning of 
prayer is for Allah to approach the servant as he merits. while the 
meaning of peace is to attain security in that approach—so the 
latter is considered insofar as what precedes it. 
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Appendix II 


THE INNER AND OUTER ETIQUETTES 
OF SENDING PRAYERS UPON THE PROPHET & 


In his al- Anwar al-Qudstyya fi Ma'rifat Qawa‘id al-Sufiyya (The Holy 
Ineffable Lights in Knowing the Principles of the Sufis), [mam 


‘Abd al-Wahhab al-Sha'rani mentions a number of etiquettes for 
invocation (dhikr), They include: 


1, To make a sincere repentance—for one to repent from 


everything that does not concern him. be it a statement, 
action, or desire. 


To perform the major or minor ablution (ghusl or wudu’) 
each time one wishes to invoke, and to perfume one’s 


garments with incense and rose water and freshen the 
mouth. 


To have tranquility and silence in order to obtain 
truthfulness in the invocation. 


To draw, when beginning the invocation, from the 
spiritual strength of one’s Shaykh. by visualising the 
Shaykh’s presence before him and drawing his strength 


from him so that he acts as his companion on the 
journey. 


5. To see that one’s drawing of strength from his Shaykh is 
in reality a drawing of strength from the Messenger of 
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Allah &, for the Shaykh is the intermediary b : 
and the Messenger of Allah & tween him 


6. Tosit ina pure location, as one would in the first sie: 
of testification during the prayer (tashahhud). Sitting 

7. To place the hands on the thighs. The Shaykhs of th 
path have also deemed it recommended to sit facin fe 
toward the Qibla if the person is invoking alone irk i 
in a group then they should form a circle. ies 


8. To perfume the place of sitting for invocation with fi 
scents, ine 


9. To wear lawful clothing. 


10. To choose a dimly lit or dark place, such as ane 
room or cellar. 


mpty 


11. To close one’s eyes. This is because when the person 
invoking closes his eyes he is blocking off the senses bit 


by bit, which is a means for opening the internal sense of 
the heart. 


12. To visualize the form of his Shaykh in front of him so 
long as he is invoking According to the masters, this is 
one of the most emphasized etiquettes to be observed 
since through this the aspirant is able to progress to 


having etiquette before Allah and vigilance in His 
presence. 


13. To have truthfulness in the invocation so that it is the 
same whether done publically or privately 


14. To have sincerity and purify the act from anything that 
will sully it. 


Imam al-Sahili said: 


When it comes to the imprinting of the Prophet's form 
4 [upon the hearts of those who visualize him when they 
send prayers], people are of different levels and they vary in 
accordance with their respective spiritual orientations, tastes, 
yearnings, and paths in truthfulness and presence. 
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‘Among them is one for whom the Prophet's noble form # 
remains [in his heart] only after contemplation, envisagement. 
and focused thought. This person is among the weakest of the 
folk due to some remnants of his ego. He will seldom see the 
Prophet # ina dream, and if he does see him he sees him in 
ina manner that is less than perfect 

Among them is one for whom the Prophet's noble form 
S remains during the moments he remembers him and sends 
prayers upon him, especially in remote or isolated locations 
where his mind can devote itself exclusively to the meanings 
of the remembrance and prayers; but when his re membrance 
abates the Prophet's form leaves him. This person is more 
elect than the first, though he too has remnants of his ego. In 
his dreams he will see the Prophet & in the perfect form, and 
the continuity of his vision will depend on him visualizing 
the Prophet's presence when he engages in his remembrance 

Among them is one who, when he closes his eyes or is 
slightly absent from his physical senses, sees the Prophet & 
the majority of his times. 

Among them is one who, when his eyes are closed— 
whether in a wakeful state or when sleeping—sees the Prophet 
& with the eyes of his spiritual vision at every moment. Such a 
person is among those at the furthest reaches of the spiritual 
path, whose hearts were contented with the remembrance of 
Allah and prayers upon the Beloved, and whose souls were 
softened in the gardens of divine nearness, and who triumphed 
with the company of those upon whom Allah graced, €from 
the Prophets, the truthful, the martyrs, and the righteous.» Surpassing him 
is one who has an even loftier degree: the one who sees the 
Prophet & directly with his physical eyes in the sensory realm, 
especially in the times of invocation. (Bughyat al salik) 


Sidi Ahmad Ibn ‘Ajiba said: 


People are three categories when it comes to prayers sent 
upon the Prophet & The first category consists of those who 
send prayers upon the Prophet's physical form These are the 
people of rational demonstrations and proof. When sending 
prayers upon the Prophet &, they envisage his form in theic 
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Speaking on how one may strengthen his connection to the 
Prophet &, Shaykh Abd al Karim al- Juli (Allah sanctify his secret) 


said 


hearte and when they become frequent in prayers and Invoke 
with presence the Prophet's noble form se imprinted yn ther 
hearts and they see him often inthe dreams and ti, ruddy 
eoul might even take on the shape of his pure body and they 
ser hire ini a wakeful state 

‘The second category conssts of those who send 
ape the Frophet s huminous soul These are the pe 
witnessing among the spiritual wayfarers They send prayer, 
upon hiv light chat effuses from the realm of omnipenence 
Uaberaty They witness bin inthe mayonity of ther moments 
in accordance with their presence and witnessing 

The third category comuste of those who send Prayers 
upon the Prophet's Promordial Light. which ss the light of all 
fights Chose are the people of firmness and stability among 
the people of sainceung and intellective vision bor them the 
Prophet & w never absent for even the blinking of an eye Chat 
tewhy Shaykh Abu al Abbas al Mure 4 said indicating his 
firsinees and stability atthe divine presence and his return to 
the etatiom of subsrstence (baga’) in witnessing the intermediary 
(waste) "Had the Meewenger of Allah & been absent from ine 
for ov blinksng of an eye. | would not count myself 
among the Muslima” for this category, thers contemplanons 
move about in the Malakut while their souls are connected the 
realm of Absolute Oneness. There ss gathered within them 
what ss dispersed among others 


(Sharh al mabahith al asliyya) 


Prayers 
COple of 











1 proper manners with 


itaw it wm brough Lu presence with reverence, magnification. 
and awe 








lise the form you saw in your dream. 
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If you have not seen hum in your dream and you are unable 
to visualize him in the form that has been described then 
invoke prayers upon him and as you are there remembering 
hum act as if you are there directly before him during his 
[physical] life -observing the proprieties of reverence, 
magnification, awe, and shyness —for he certainly sees and 
hears you each time you remember him That is because he is 
described with the qualities of Allah Most High. and Allah is 
the Companion of the one who remembers Him. The Prophet 
f therefore, has an ample share of this quality, too, because 
the description of the knower (Arif) is the description of the 
One he knows (Ma'rufuhu). and the Prophet & is the most 
knowledgeable of all people regarding Allah Most High. 

If you are unable to be before the Prophet as described 
here yet you have visited his noble grave in the past and seen 
his noble Garden (Rawda) and lofty and sublime Dome, then 
visualise his noble grave and resplendent presence {in Medina] 
in your mind each time you remember him &, or each time you 
send prayers upon him, and act as if you are standing before 
his noble grave~ with reverence and magnification-—until you 
witness the Prophet’s spiritual essence manifest before you. 

If you have neither visited his noble grave nor seen the 
place of his presence [the Mosque] or his Garden, then send 
constant prayers upon him and bring to mind that he # hears 
you, observe proper manners when doing so and concentrate 
all of your spiritual aspirations in it so your prayers reach him 
while your heart is present before him Indeed, concentrating 
one’s spiritual aspirations leaves an indelible effect! 

Have shame lest you remember him or send prayers upon 
him # while you are preoccupied with other than him, for 
then your prayer will be a body without a soul. Every act of 
piety that a servant does will assume a living form provided 
it is donc with presence of heart. But if it is done ina state of 
obliviousness, or when the mind is distracted by something 
else, then it will assume a dead and lifeless form. 


(Quba qawsayn) 


283 


284 


Appendix III 


OUR MASTER MUHAMMAD & AS THE PROPHET 
(Nabi), THE PRIMORDIAL (Ummi), AND THE 
MESSENGER (Rasul) 


Shaykh Yusuf al- Nabahani said in Saadat al-darayn: 


A Prophet (Nab) is a person to whom a sacred law is revealed. 
although he is not ordered to convey it to others. If he is 
ordered to convey it to others he is a Messenger (Rasul). In 
addition, a Prophet is more general than a Messenger. 

Now, if you ask which of the two is superior, prophethood 
(nubuwwa) or messengership (risala), Shaykh ‘Izz al-Din b. ‘Abd 
al- Salam answered in his collection of legal maxims (Qawa'id) 
that prophethood is superior because it involves revelation 
about the majestic artributes and perfect descriptions that 
befir the Lord, Exalted is He. This means that prophethood 
relates to Allah from both ends [i.c.. the revelation to the 
Prophet is about Allah's attributes and is retained within the 
Prophet]. On the other hand, being sent as a Messenger is 
of a lesser rank because it is a command to convey to Allah's 
servants, which means that it relates to Allah from one end 
and to the servants from the other end. Undoubtedly, that 
which is related to Allah from both ends is superior to that 
which is related to I lim from one end only 

Prophethood precedes Messengership. We see that 
Allah's words to Musa x {Verify 1 am Allah, the Lord of the Worlds) 
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(28 30) come before His command ¢Go unto Firawn, certainly he ha 
sransgressed all lirnits)y (79.17) Everything that Allah said to Musa 
before the command (Go unto Firawn. ) was Prophethood, and 
Hua subsequent command that Musa convey the Message wag 
messengership 

The upshor of all this is that prophethood refers to 
gaining knowledge of God and what is necessary for Him 
while messengership refers to the order to convey by diving 
fiat and inform some or all of the creation what is incumbent 
upon them tn terms of knowing God, obeying His commands 
and refraining from His prohibitions. : 


As for the term Ummi, Allah Most High says in Sura a-A‘rar 
Say “O mankind! Verily 1 an the Messenger of Allah sent to all of you entirely of 
the One to whom belongs the kingdom of the heavens and the earth. There is 10 god 
but 1 tim, tis J le who grves life and death, So believe in Allah and 1 His Mestenae ty 
Primordial (C/mmi), the Prophet, who believes in Allah and t lis words, and follow 
him so you may be guided ) (7:158) 

The word Ummi is commonly translated as “ Unlettered” 
meaning one who can neither read nor write. This Meaning is 
reflected in the commentaries of many scholars. Al-Hafiz al- 


Sakhawi, for instance, said in al-Qawl al-bads". 


The word umm is ascribed to the word umm, and describes 
someone who can neither read nor write. It is as if the person's 
literacy skills are undeveloped, and he is likened to one who 
remains in the same state as when his mother bore him 
Alternatively, the word ummi might refer to the word mother 
(umm), since an unlettered person is like his mother, given 
that most women are illiterate. 

It is also said that this word refers to [Mecca]. the 
Mother of the Towns (Umm al Qura), or to the nation that is 
predominantly illiterate the Arabs. 

Iris said that it is ascribed to the Umma, or nation, as a 
whole since the Prophet & is greatly concerned for it.It is 
also said that it refers to the Mother of the Book” (Umm al 
Kitab), either because it was revealed to him &, or because he 


_— 


Shaykh Yusuf al-Nabahani, Sa‘adat al darayn, pp. 369- 370 
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confirmed it and invited others to believe in it as well 

Some suggest that the word umm is ascribed to Umma, as 
in stature and character, and others say it refers to the Arab's 
simplicity before they learned things [from the outside world] 

Our Prophet's unletteredness & was a miracle considering 
the dazzling knowledge he was endowed with, as Allah Most 
High says, And you did not recite any scripture before 1t. nor did you inscribe 
one with your right hand, for had you done the falsifiers would have had feause 
for] doubt » (29:48). 


Esoterically speaking, the word Ummi has a much deeper 
meaning that we should consider. It is a positive scription, while 
the word “unlcttered” is a negation of “letteredness” or literacy. 
The Ummi reality of our master Muhammad & does not imply an 
ignorance of letters. The Quran tells us that Allah Most High 
taught Adam 4 the names (asma’) of all things. The names are 
derived from the essences of the objects that are named, and it 
is the Muhammadan Reality that is the ultimate mirror of the 
Essence, and it is from the Muhammadan Light that all objects 
were created, hence there is no bit of knowledge in existence 
except that it descends ultimately through him. 

Allah says had they only referred ut back t0 the Messenger and to those of 
authority among them, those among them who know how to extrapolate it would have 
known it...p (4:83) Those “of authority” in matters pertaining to 
the lofty Muhammadan Station are the gnostics, the knowers of 
Allah and His Messenger #, who understand the meanings of the 
revealed texts that speak about the Prophet's qualities. According 
to them, the word Umm is an ascription to the Divine Essence 
Because the Divine Essence is the source of all theophanies it can, 
properly speaking, be called the Umm, or the Ultimate Source, 
Origin, or Font, since linguistically the word umm means exactly 
that. The one who is ascribed to the Umm—the Source—is called 
Umumi, just as a person who remains in the state his mother bore 
him, illiterate and unlettered, is called ummi. 

With this understanding it can be said that the Ummi reality 
of the Prophet # refers to his Supreme Soul as the font of all 
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existents, as Shaykh Najm al-Din al-Kubra (All 
secret) said, “All souls were created from the sou! 


ah Sancti 
aa Fy his 





&, and since his soul is the origin of all souls he was cal] Topher 
meaning the font of all souls. So just as Adam i e i Um, 
of humankind’s physical forms, the Prophet & is the Fie father 
and mother (nm) of the souls, just as Adam and Ha ly et (bb) 
father and mother [of the physical forms].” Wwal were 
Commenting on the word Ummi, Shaykh Ismay . 
in Rub al-bayan, “The meaning of Ummiis hop Pepe a sad 
of created beings and the source of all existents.. nt (umtn) 


‘ - Becaus 
is the first of all created beings and their source. he was : ie 
i lame. 


Ummi, just as [Mecca] was named Unim al Qura (The So 
all Villages) because it was the starting point nn 
villages...” 

Some scholars have interpreted the word Ummi as “th 
Prophet's primordial nature divested of everything but Allah : : 
for what Allah teaches him directly and without intermedia a 
This interpretation is an affirmation of Allah’s direct cesiwcte 
to the Prophet and confirmation of Allah’s words is Allah he 
sufficient for His servant? )p (39:36) Ibn ‘Ata’ al-Adami (Allah sanctify 
his secret) said, “The Umi means the Foreigner (al-A jam) ~ 
the one who is foreign to everything besides Us [Allah], who is 
knowledgeable of Us and what is revealed to him of Our speech 
and realities. The true Umm is he who knows nothing of the lower 
world or the world to come except what his Lord has taught him 
His stare with Allah is a single state: unmitigated purity (tahard) 
by being needy unto Him and free of neediness from all others 
besides Him.” 

Returning once more to the verse ¢ His Messenger, the Primordial, 
the Prophet... we see that Allah gives His Beloved three names: 
Messenger (Rasul), Primordial (Ummi), and Prophet (Nabi), Some 
spiritual masters mention that cach of these names correspond to 


and Origin of all 





He ts Abu al~Abbas Ahmad b Muhammad b. Sahl fbn ‘Ata’ al-Adami, one 
of the early Sufi masters who kept company with Imam Junayd al-Baghdadi 
He passed away in 309 an. [t] 
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rtite divisions, such as: Islam (submission), Iman (faith). 
(s ‘ritual excellence), Shariah (the Law), Tariga (the Path), 
thsat te Ultimate Reality), and Jalal (majesty), Jamal (beauty), 
pp (perfection). etc. 
According tO Shaykh Muhammad al-Sharif al- Hasani: 

Résala pertains to legal responsibilities, Nubuwwa pertains 
to intimate knowledge of the Divine. 


other ipa 


° 


Risala is the outspread tree of the Divine attributes, 
Nubuwwa is the fragrant breeze of the Divine Essence 


Risala is the Muhammadan Shariah, Nubuwwa is the 


Ahmadan reality. 


Risala is the nocturnal journey to the Furthest Mosque, 
Nubuwwa is the ascension to the Divine Presence. 


Risala consists of public statements, Nubuwwa consists of 
mysteries of the unseen 


*  Risala entails reward or punishment, Nubuwwa entails 
union or veiling. 


«  Risala is the tongue of the spoken word, Nubuwwu is the 
tongue of the spiritual state. 


¢  Risala entails travelling the path, Nubuwwa entails 
openings of spiritual realization. 


¢  Risala descends to creation, Nubuwwa ascends to the 
Creator. 


¢  Risala is conversation and criterion (furgan), Nubuwwa is 
speech and Quran. 


¢  Risala represents the signposts of Islam, Nubuwwa is faith 
(iman) and spiritual excellence (thsan) 


*  Risala is legislation and exegesis, Nubuwwa is realization 
and interpretation. 


*  Risala is the outward form, Nubuwwa is the inward heart. 


*  Risala is delimited rulings, Nubuwwa is absolute realities 
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one 
perfection (kamal) and union (wisal). 

Resala is from the tongue to the heart, Nubuwnwa is from 
heart to heart. 


Risala consists of proofs and signs, Nubuwwa Consists of 
manifestations and theophanies. 


Risala is the inheritance of the scholars, Nubuwwa is the 
inheritance of the saints. 


Résala is the path of the jurists and exegetes, Nubuwng ig 
the orientation of the gnostics. 


Risala necessitates obedience and following, Nubuwwa 
necessitates love and union. 


Risala is “1” and “You” and “Us,” Nubuwwa is the Presence 
of “Him” (Huwa). 

Risala is separation and gatheredness, Nubuwwa is the 
gatheredness of gatheredness. 

Risala is {he is, with the believers, full of compassion, mercifully 
(9:128), Nubuwwa is Cand We have sent you naught save as.a Mercy 
to Creation» (21:107). 

Risala is (verily you do not guide whom you love) (28:56), 
Nubuwwa is (and indeed you guide to a straight pathy (42:52). 
Risala is (Say, “t am but a man like yourselves...» (41:6), Nubuwwa 
is “I am not like you; verily I spend the night in the 
company of my Lord and He feeds me and gives me 
drink.” 

Risala is € Two bow lengths...) (53:9), Nubuwwa is (or nearer)y 
(53:9). 

Risala is “Prayer in this Mosque of mine is equivalent to 
one thousand prayers,” Nubuwwa is “Whoever visits my 
grave my intercession is incumbent for him.” 


Risala is “Allah is the giver,” Nubuwwa is “and I am the 
distributor.” 
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Appendix IV 


MAY ALLAH SEND PRAYERS UPON YOU, 
O LIGHT! 


An Ode by Shaykh Ahmad b. Mustafa al-Alawi (may 
Allah sanctify his secret) 


May Allah send prayers upon you, O Light— 
O Light of every dwelling! 
O best of those in all dwellings! 
O Messenger of Allah, you are— 
You are the Light in physical form! 
You came as light upon light, 
With it the Quran was revealed. 
Asalamp, a light, and oil 
As a shining light you came finely proportioned. 
The cosmos will not exist until 
It manifests through you, adorned. 
You said in the narrations that 
The cosmos has taken after your likeness. 
From the Holy Presence you came, 
And in it you have not ceased to be. 
You were before the cosmos—you were! 
And the everlasting is like the pre-eternal. 
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You were absolute. and then you became 
Adorned by delimitations. 

There is naught within existence 

Except the Light— I say. indeed! 

It appeared suddenly from the Unseen 
From the loftiest heights it descended. 

O Messenger of Allah, you have attained 

An abundance of abundance and virtues. 

O Messenger of Allah, you have remained— 
And I have remained compliant to you. 

So al--Alawi hopes that 

He reaches, with your pleasure, the desired end 
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Appendix V 


HADITH OF JABIR B. ‘ABDULLAH & 


‘Abd al-Razzaq narrated with his chain from Jabir b. ‘Abdullah 
al-Ansari & who said, “I said, ‘O Messenger of Allah! May my 
mother and father be sacrificed for you! Please inform me about 
the first thing that Allah created before all things.’ The Prophet 
& replied, ‘O Jabir, the first thing Allah created was the light of 
your Prophet from His light, and that light remained in the midst 
of His Power for as long as He wished, and at that time there 
was neither a Tablet nor a Pen nor a Paradise nor a Fire nor an 
angel nor a heaven nor an earth. And when Allah wished to create 
creation, He divided that Light into four parts and from the first 
He made the Pen, from the second He made the Tablet, and from 
the third He made the Throne. Then He divided the fourth part 
into four parts and from the first of it He made the Bearers of the 
Throne (Hamalat al-Arsh), from the second He made the Footstool 
(Kurst), and from the third He made the remaining angels. Then 
He divided the fourth part into four parts and from the first part 
of it He made the heavens, from the second He made the earths, 
and from the third He made the Paradise and Hellfire. Then He 
divided the fourth part into four parts and from the first of it He 
made the light of the believers’ vision, from the second He made 
the light of their hearts, which is knowledge of Allah, and from 
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the third He made the light of their tongues, which js div; 

unity; “There is no god but Allah, Muhammad is the Msgs ine 

of Allah.” [And from the fourth part of the fourth part He i 
ie 


everything else.]” 
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Appendix VI 


THE MEANING OF THE SAYING: 
THE PROPHET & WAS CREATED 
FROM THE DIVINE ESSENCE 


The fact that the Prophet # was created from the light of the 
Divine Essence does not imply that the Divine is his material 
substance (adda) or that he is a piece or a whole of the Divine. 
Allah is exalted and transcendent beyond compositeness (tarkib) 
or division (ingisam) or anything indwelling or incarnating within 
Him. To believe such a thing is heresy and no Muslim holds 
such a belief. One of the most accessible analogies explaining 
the meaning of the phrase “from the light of the Divine Essence” 
comes from the Indian polymath Imam Ahmad Rida Khan (d. 
1340 AH), who said in his work Silat al-safa: 


The most we can do is put forth a weak analogy that will 
explain this point. When the sun shines upon a vast and 
beautiful mirror, that mirror reflects the sun's light and the 
light reflected in that mirror in turn shines upon other mirrors 
which reflect springs, air, and shadows, 

These secondary mirrors not only become clear [due to 
the reflection of the sun in the primary mirror], but they also 
teflect the sun’s rays according to their level of receptivity, 
which allows them to shine upon other things. If we take 
a wall, for example, we see that the sun shines upon it but 
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the wall does not reflect that light to other objects that the 
sun has not reached. Or we may take the example of a slight 
breeze which, blowing in the daytime upon the inner alt 
ofa house from which a curtain hangs high near the cei 
receives according to the strength of the breeze and do, 
receive light [from the sun]. 

So the primary mirror receives its light directly from the 
sun without any intermediary, while the secondary mirrors 
and springs and walls receive light through the medium of the 
primary mirror. Now then, the light cast upon the primary 
mirror is the selfsame light of the sun and that does not cause 
the sun or a part of it to transform into a mirror 

The same may be said concerning the secondary mirrors 
and springs that reflect from the primary mirror, as well as 
the walls and other things that receive the sun’s light—they 
simply reflect the rays and nothing more, and it is a certain 
fact that all of these things find their origin in the light of the 
sun, which is the means by which these objects are visible. 

The secondary mirrors and springs are, simply put, 
intermediaries or means of reflecting the light: if you look 
upon them in and of themselves they have no share of 
visibility, much less light. This analogy is only for the sake of 
approximation and facilitating understanding, as it is revealed 
in the Quran: ¢ The likeness of His light is that of a niche in which is a 
lamp...) (24: 35). For how can a candle be compared to the real 
light? To Allah belongs the highest similitude! 

All that I have expounded upon above is for the sake of 
clarifying two points: The first is that all of these things have 
received light from the sun without the sun being the mirror 
and without any portion of the sun becoming detached and 
forming the mirror. 

The second is that there is a primary mirror that receives 
its light from the sun without any intermediary, while the 
secondary mirrors receive their light through intermediaries 
But far exalted is Allah beyond analogy, and there is no 
comparison whatsoever between that Presence (Hadra) and the 
Possessor of Majesty. The sun is veiled from all of those things 
that are said to receive their light through intermediaries, but 


ling, 
esn't 
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Allah, the Exalted and Sublime, 1s the Most Apparent of all, 
and the sun is in need of intermediaries for its light to reach 
those things. but Allah is far exalted beyond having needs! 
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The Muhammadan Litanies is a unique collection of seventy prayers upon 
the Prophet Muhammad (Allah bless him and give him peace) for daily and 
weekly use, starting with prayers taught by the Prophet himself, followed 
by prayers transmitted by his Household (Ahl al-Bayt) and Companions, 
and prayers from the early generations (Salaf) and the famous—and not 
so famous—saints and knowers of Allah and His Beloved. Each prayer is 
followed by a description of its source and its merits, and—for the prayers 
of the gnostics—a description of the saint from whom it was taken, where 
the author received it or read it, and a discussion on 


its unique properties 
(khawwas), the purp: 


s or intentions for which it can be read, and its meta- 
physical beter: Robb eles 


“Tho A < ripananrlt ‘ tie ‘ SN Se 
The Muhammad Litanies isa majestic treasure chest which has been beautified 


EvotebVeloyattehatdend ste praise of the pearl of creation (Allah bless hir 


and give 
him peace). Each line within it causes the heart to mel 


t and transform into 
a manifestation of heavenly green devotion entwined with delicate tl 


reads 
of golden adoration. Each ch 


ter within it is illuminated with o s of 
radiant love and endless shores of awe inspiring reverence. No lover reads 
this magnificent book except that he or she is inflamed wi 


hin the fire 
of love, passion, and yearning, and then enraptured wi 


n the delightful 
breeze of the Muhammadan vision.” —Shaykh Mohammed Aslam, The City 
of Knowledge Academy, Birmingham, UK 
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